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INTRODUCTION

During the early medieval period the Khasas were the
masters of a big territory known as KhaSadesa, the Khasa King-
dom (Appendix B-4). Their kingdom comprised Western Nepal,
South-western Tibet, Kumaon and Garhwal. Sinja and Dullu
of Far-Western Nepal were then the twin governmental head-
quarters of the Khasa Kingdom. The history of the Khasa
Kingdom is not only the history of a great political power, it
also constitutes the background of the present Nepalese Pahadl
socio—cultural set-up.

The history of the Khasa Kingdom was unknown to us
before Giuseppe Tucci and Yogi Naraharinath, independently
of each other, initiated explorations and published records.
Tucci’s Preliminary Report on two Scientific Expeditions in Nepal
(Rome : 1956) bears great importance since it discloses the
Kha$a rulers’ hold over South-western Tibet. Yogi Narahari-
nath made explorations in the whole Karnali region, collected
many useful documents and published them in Itihasa Prakasa,
Vol. I (Kathmandu : 1955-56) and Samdhipatra Samgraha,
Vol. I (Kathmandu: 1965). Since then, some historians, Surya
Bikram Gyewali, Ram Niwas Pandey, Dhanabajra Bajracharya
Satya Mohan Joshi, Mohan Bahadur Malla and Luciano Petech
have dealt briefly with the political history of the Khaa King-
dom. On the art and architecture of the Karnali Basin, the
work of P. R. Sharma, though short and preliminary, can be
regarded the first scholarly work of its kind.1 However, a detai-
led and comprehensive study covering the multiple aspects of
the Khasa history is still laking. The present work, therefore,
is designed to deal with the subject accordingly.
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In additions to the materials brought to light by G. Tucci
and Yogi Naraharinath, some new materials have been publi-
shed by Mohan Prasad Khanal, Raja Ram Subedi and Arc-
haeology Department of His Majesty’s Government of Nepal
recently. In the winters of 1979 and 1985 the author of the pre-
sent study travelled through the districts of the Karnali region
such as Dang, Pyuthan, Rolpa, Jajarkot, Dailekh, Jumla,
Mugu, Kalikot, Surkhet, Achham, Banke, Bardia, and Kailali
confronting the turmoils of the snow-clad mountains, unbridged
rivers and wildernesses. In the course of the field-study districts
like Jumla, Dailekh and Achham were found rich for
origional materials shedding light on the history of the Khasa
Kingdom.

Nature of Sources

Inscriptions-There are many stone pillars commonly
found all over the Karnali region, especially on the roadsides
and places of pilgrimages. Almost all the pillars contain inscri-
ptions. The pillars being of sandstone are rough. Due to rain,
strom and snowfalls of many centuries letters of more than
ninety percent stone pillars are illegible. The stone inscriptions,
except the pillar inscription of Dullu, are small containing
some lines of letters. Only the Dullu pillar inscription (Fig. 11)
is the source of considerable importance which provides a
genealogy of the Khasa Malla rulers and indicates some im-
portant events. (Fig. 11) Almost all the copper plate and
Kanakpatra (gold plate) inscriptions are related to land grants.
Their chief merit lies in solving some chronological problems.
Names and dates of the kings along with some references to
the administrative, social and economic conditions are to be
found in them. All the inscriptions are given in Appendix B.

Chronicles—Chronicles of the Khasa rulers written in
Tibetan language are available in the monasteries of Western

Tibet. They are published by G. Tucci, A. H. Francke and
S. C. Das.2 They almost completely tally with the list of the
Khasa rulers provided by the pillar inscripition of Dullu.3
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The Tibetan chronicles mention the names of the Khasa
rulers as the kings of Guge and Purang of South-Western
Tibet. Another chronicle known as Gopdla Raja Vamsavall
mentions about the Khasa invasions of the Nepal Valley.4
The chronicles of the Baist Thakuri principalities also contam
some references useful to this study. But the Baisi chronicles
are more fictitious and one should have to be more careful to

distinguish facts from fables.

Archaeological Remains—Images, temples and ruins are
the important tools to study the history of mankind. Many
Buddhist and secular sculptures and structures of the period
are found in the forlorn archaeological sites of the Karnali
region. Some monuments have fallen, some are in mutilated
conditions and the images are fast disappearing. If the
scientific excavations are made in the archaeological centres
such as in the valley of Sinja, Jumla and Surkhet, and the
villages of Vinayak (Achham) and Dullu and its adjoining
areas, there is probability of the discovery of new materials.

Literary Evidence—The Mahdbharata, Purdnas, Rdajatara-
Agint of Kalhapa and other books of Sanskrit literature contain
frequent references to the ancient Khasas. Further references
are to be found in the accounts of Pliny (79 A. D.) and
Ptolemy (151 A.D.).5 We get some knowledge about the
Khasas and their language from the medieval inscriptions of
Kumaon and the Nepal valley.®

Hence, the inscriptions which are given in Appendix B,
the chronicles, the archaeological remains of the Karnali region
and fragmentary references to the Khasas in the Sanskrit
literature are the main sources of this study. The present
work, therefore, concentrates mainly on primary documents.
But since these sources are inadquate to shed abundant light
on the study, the author has taken into account even a word
or a phrase which could provide some new clue to issues of
arguement for analysis. Above all, the works on contemporary
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history of Kumaon, Tibet and the Nepal valley have also been
examined.

The Khasa rulers had occupied a vast territory. There
were many vassal states within the domain of the Khasa
Kingdom. The vassal chiefs were left to run the administration
of their respective areas. Since the direct rule of the central
government was confined to the Karnali region only, most of
the sources of information are found from the Karnali region.
Hence, in the present study the chapters on administrative
system, society, culture, economic conditions, art and archit-
ecture would present the historical account mainly of the
Karnali region only.

Geography of Western Nepal

The kingdom of Nepal comprises three principal river
systems: the Koshi in the eastern region, the Gandaki in the
central region and the Karnali in the western region. Each of
these regions is named after the river system by which it is
drained. Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal, lies in the historic
valley situated between the Koshi and the Gandaki regions.
Therefore, the Gandaki and the Karnali regions, lying to the
west of Kathmandu valley are known as Western Nepal.
Topographically, Western Nepal can be divided into three
major divisions from north to south : the Himalayan region,
the hill-region and the Tarai.

The Himalayan region is largely an arctic zone. It
consists of snowy mountains and glacial valleys. The districts
of Manang, Mustang, Dolpa, Mugu and Humla lie wholly
north of the main Himalayan range. Some human habitations
exist in the high mountain valleys of there districts with an
alpine climate. The Himalayan people grow dry crops and
depend mainly upon animal husbandry and trade. The
inhabitants are largely of Tibetan origin.

The hill region is the heart of the country. It is a
complex of hills and river valleys situated to the south of the



17

Himalayan range with temporate climate suitable for agricul-
ture. Exclusive settlements of Gurungs and Magars of
Mongoloid strain, and Brdhmanas Thakuris and Chhetris of
Khas-Aryan origin, and a few other miscellaneous minorities
exist in this region. The Nepall speaking Brahmapas,
Thakurls and Chhetris of hills are collectively termed as
‘Pahadi Caste Groups’ throughout this study.

The Tarai region is situated between the Indian frontier
in the south and foothills in the north. It is a belt of alluvial
plain. It has hot and humid climate. As the Tarai provided
opportunities for land reclamation and settlement after the
eradication of malaria, many people of hills have migrated in
this region recently. The aborigional Tharus, Indian immigr-
ants and hill immigrants live in this region.

The great rivers of Western Nepal, the Gandaki and the
Karnali have their origin in the Tibetan plateau and the
Himalayas. They sweep down southwards cutting the deep
gorges through the Himalayas and hills, and joined by hundreds
of tributaries in their courses, they meet the Ganges in the
Indian plain. There are some trans-Himalayan routes connecting
Western Tibet with India through Western Nepal. The most
important one passes along the course of the Karnali river.
It leads through the Tarai, Dullu and Sinja. From Sinja it
leads further north through Khojarnath, Kailash and reaches
the mainland of Tibet. During the heydays of the Khasa
Kingdom, this road was made wide and got the shape of
a highway. Inns and water-receptacles were made along the
roadsides for the convenience of travellers. Among them, the
water receptacle of Patharnaull of Dullu (Fig. 15) made by
chief-minister Devavarma in 1334 (App. B 23) and a stone
masonary (inn) of Haudi are still in use. From the early
period it was the main caravan route to conduct trade with
Tibet and India. It was frequently traversed by the Hindu
and Buddhist pilgrims as well. Another important route
connects Doti and Kumaon with Western Tibet through
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Tinkar pass and Taklakhar. In the northern frontiers of
Western Nepal these routes pass through the passes provided
by the high Himalayan mountain range. These passes become
frozen during the winter. Only in the summer they provide
access to Tibet in spite of the barriers posed by high ranges,
swollen rivers and sheer ruggedness of the terrain. Trade
was carried and ideas were exchanged through these routes
from the historic times.

Population and Settlement

The population of Western Nepal can broadly be catego-
rised variously. Racially, there are two great races of mankind:
Aryan and Mongoloid. On linguistic ground, they can again
be classified into two groups: those who speak Indo-Aryan
languages such as Nepali, Bhojpuri, Abadhi and Tharu, and
the others who speak Tibeto-Burman languages like Tibetan,
Magar, Gurung and Newarl. On regional basis, there are
Himalayan people, hill and valley people and the Tarai people.
Religiously, the Himalayan people are almost Buddists,
midland or hill and valley people are mostly Hindus, and the
Tarai people too Hindus with an exception of the Muslim
population in minority. The midland region is the contact
zone of the Aryan and Mongoloid people. It’s here that the
Hindu and Buddhist civilisations merge. Magars and Gurungs,
both of Mangoloid strain, are the early settlers of this region.
They ruled over the country before the Khas-Aryan infiltra-
tion from the west and the south.

The Magars were the first to receive the Khasas in
Western Nepal. As they have family surnames such as Thapa,
Réana and Budhathoki, it seems that they had closest associ-
ation with the Khasas and occupied important designations in
the military administration of the Khasa Kingdom. Other
surnames of Magars, Sifjall and Sinjapati show their historic
relations with Sinja, the capital of the Khasa Kingdom.

The Hindu people of Khas-Aryan origin, such as
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Brahmanas, Thakurls and Chhetrls who are widely distributed
throughout the hills and valleys of midlands, are regarded as
the Pahadl caste groups. Their mother tongue, Nepili, is
largely influenced by the Sanskrit language. Some other
people like Matwali-Chhetrls, Sanyasis and Shadras who speak
Nepali as mother tongue are in minority. According to
census report of 1971, nearly 72.25 percent of the total
population of Western Nepal speak Nepall. Therefore, the
Nepali speaking Pahadl caste groups form the dominating bulk
of the society. The traditional name of the Nepall was
Khas-Kura, the language of the Khasas.

A sub-caste among Brahmanas is known as Jaisi. The
term Jaisl appears to be the perverted form of Jyotis! (Jyotisl-
Joisi-Jaisl), the meaning of which is astrologer (App. B-26).
Later on, the offsprings of irregular unions of Brahmaga men
and women have also been included in this sub-caste.
Thakuris and Chhetrls belong to the Ksatriya caste.
Thakurils are the descendants of the Baisi and Chaubisi chiefs
of the late medieval period. The rulers and feudal lords of
that period were addressed as Thakurs.? Present Thakurls
have family surnames such as Pala, Malla, Bam, Chand,
Shahi, Shah, Simha and Hamal. Chhetris can be categorised
into two groups, Khas-Chhetris and Khatr1-Chhetrls. The
Khasas who upgraded themslves into ‘‘the lofty rank and
honour” of the Ksatriya order, took the sacred thread and
abondoned the unorthodox habits are called Khas-Chhetrls.
But they did not abandon their former family surnames like
Thapa, Khadga, Basnet and Budhathokl. The children of the
Brahmanas with their Chhetri, Khas or Mongolodi wives
became Khatri-Chhetri. Brahmanas, Thakurls and Chhetrls
are called Tagddhari, twice born Hindu castes. They wear
Yajhiopavita, the sacred thread, and are not allowed by
traditions to consume chicken and alcohol.

The Pabai-Khas who are known as Matwali-Chhetris are
very interesting people. They live in the hills of the Karnali
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region. Particularly, the districts of Jumla, Bajhang and
Jajarkot have large settlements of them. In Jumla, the
Matwali-Chhetris are called Pabai-Khas, the Khasas living
in unirrigated lands. Although they adhere to adopt the
title ‘Chhetri’, they wear no sacred thread and consume
chicken (meat) and alcohol. They have family surnames
identical with Tagadhari-Chhetris such as Thapa, Khadga,
Basnet, Mahatara, Rokaya, Budha and Bohara. Their
mother tongue is Nepali. (Fig. 8) Though their customs and
traditions have been influenced by Hinduism, they do not need
any Brahmnpa priest. The unconverted Matwali-Chhetris or
Pabai-K hasas of the remote hills of Far-Western Nepal are the
pure remnants of the ancient Khasas.
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THE KHASAS

CHAPTER ONE

During the thirteenth century, the kingdom of Asoka-
challa of Western Nepal was known as the kingdom of the
Khasas (App. B-4). The successors of Asokachalla were
stated as the Kha$iya Rajis by the Gopala Rija Vamsavil
(chronicle) of the Nepal Valley. In the late medieval period,
the hill region of the Jumla Kingdom was known as Khésan,
the area of the Khasa settlement.l Thus the Khasas seem to be
the dominating bulk of the society of Western Nepal from the

early period.

Khasa Settlements in Ancient India

The consensus of opinion is that the Khasas were a bra-
nch of thr great Aryan stock and their ancestral home, as that
of their Vedic-Aryan predecessors, was somewhere in central
Asia. No reference to the Khasas is found in the Vedic litera-
ture (3,000 B. C.-1,000 B. C.). But the Mahabhdrata and
other books of Sanskrit literature (3,000 B.C.-1,000 A.D.) have
frequently refered to them. Therefore, it appears that the Kh-
a$as were non-Vedic Aryans who had entered the Indian sub-
continent from the north-west around the beginning of the
first millennium B. C.

The Mahabhdrata (2:52:2,3) mentions that the Khadas
were dwelling in the banks of the river Sailoda flowing bet-
ween the Meru and Mandard8 mountains. Another passage
from Mahabharata (2:44:6,7) clearly locates them as the inha-
bitants of the region where the Sindhu (Indus) and its tributa-
ries issue from the hills. In the same way, the Khasas are
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mentioned in the ‘Karpa-parva’ of Mahdbhdrata (44:41) as
living in Punjab, between the Arattds and Vasati. According
to the Mdrkandeya Purana (57:56) they were the inhabitants
of the mountains. The Sanskrit literature has grouped them
among the tribes dwelling in the north-western mountainous
region of the Indian sub-continent.2 The principal tribes thus
mentioned with the Khasas were the Tanganas, Kulindas,
Daradas, Kiratas, Sakas, Tukharas and Chinas.

References to the Khasas and their country is also to be
found in the writings of Roman and Greek geographers, Pliny
(79 A. D.) and Ptolemy (151 A. D.). Pliny writes, ‘“The mou-
ntain races between the Indus and the Jomanes are the Cesi,
the Catriboni who dwell in the forest.”’8 According to Atkin-
son, the Cesi and Catriboni correspond with the Khasas and
Ksatriyas.4 Ptolemy informs that the country of the Khasas
(Khasia Region) was situated near the trans-Himalayan tract
of North-Western India.b

Kalhana’s famous chronicle of Kashmir, the Rajataran-
gini, composed in the middle of the twelfth century, gives
many references to the Khasas. Somaraja and Sithharija, the
rajas of Kashmir were known as Khasarajas.6 The notorious
queen Didda was the daughter of Sithharaja. She was married
by Ksemagupta, a Kashmirian King of the eleventh century.
After her husband’s demise she became the all powerful queen
of Kashmir. A Khasa named Tunga from the territory of
Parnotsa rose from the position of a cowherd to that of queen
Didda’s powerful minister.?

In the copper plate grants of Lalitdshdr (835 A. D),
Padmatdev (945 A. D.) and Suviksaraj (cir. 980 A. D.) the
Khasas are mentioned as the principal subjects of the Kumaon
Kingdom.8 It appears that during the rule of Katlrls, the
Khasas formed the dominating bulk of the society of Kumaon.
Therefore, Kedarkhanda (Kumaon and Garhwal) had been
the synonymous of the Kasamandal (Kedire Khasamandale).9
The name of the places and mountains such as Khasger, the
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Hindukush, Kashmir (Khasamihir), Khasadesa, Khasmapdal,
Khasala and Khasan were given after them.

Thus, the Khasas were the chief inhabitants of the north-
western mountainous region of Indian sub-continent from the
very early period. It appears that the first Khasa group arri-
ved in Western Nepal around the middle of the first millennium
A. D.. During the early medieval period they had occupied a
vast territory which was known as Khasadesa and its capitals
were Sinja and Dullu of Far-Western Nepal.

Khasa as a Warlike Tribe

The Khasas were well known warriors. They had taken
part in the war of Mahabharata against the Pandavas. Dar-
yodhana, the Mah3bharata hero, was proud of his army that
consisted of the Khasa warriors.1® They fought the war Ma-
habharata wih iron balls, tridents, bows and arrows.1! Hari-
vathsa (2:85:18,19) and Bhagavata Purana (9:20:30) also speak of
their bravery. Visakhadutta (sixth century) mentions that king
Malayaketu wanted the warriors of Khafa and Magadha
countries to be in the forefront at the time of his attack on
Chandraketu.12 Kalhana in his Rajatarangini (7:979;8:887,1895)
states that the Khasas were rough, violent and turbulent
people. In Western Nepal, during the thirteenth century, the
Khasa ruler Asokachalla was a well known conqueror. The so-
ldiers of his ‘sarvagaminivahini’ were recruited mainly from the
Khasa community.

Khasas in the Hindu Caste System

In many Hindu writings, the Khasas are looked upon as
the unorthodox members of the great Aryan family. Though
the Khasas did not strictly follow the caste rules, most of
them gradually adopted the Hindu caste system. In the matter of
religion and castes they were not as conservative as the Aryans
of Indian plains. Looking from the Brahmanical point of view,
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Karpa in Mahabharata despised the Khasas of the Badhika
country (Punjab area) in the following words :

They are impure and have no religion. The Brahma-
nas of that locality have no knowledge of the Vedas
and altars for sacrifices.

™ . « ' . -

A Bahika (Khasa) born a Brahmanpa becomes after-
wards a Ksatriya, a VaiSya or a Sudra and even a
barbar. After being a barbar he becomes a Brah-
mana or a slave.13

On the other hand, Manu, the Hindu law giver of the seco-
nd century B. C., classified that the Khasas were the offsprings
of the outcaste Ksatriyas. In another passage, he described that
the Ksatriya people like Khasas became degraded due to their
non-observance of the Brahmanical rituals.14

It appears that before Manu made regulations governing
caste rules, the caste system was not so rigid. Many Khasas of
the priest class engaged themselves in religious activities be-
came Brahmapas during the early period. Some other became
Ksatriyas in course of time.

The Descendants of the Ancient Khasas in Western Nepal

As noted earlier, the Khasas had reached Western Nepal
around the fifth century. The Khasa influx into this country
continued even in the subsequent centuries. It appears that
the hills and valleys of the Karnali region were occupied by
them even before the establishment ofthe Khasa Kingdom in
the twelfth century. The Khasas dominated the society and
politics of Western Nepal during the early medieval period.

It has been mentioned above that the Pahadi caste groups
of Western Nepal are the admixture of the Kha$as and Indo-
Aryan people, and the greater degree of admixture was due to
the Khasa stock. This assumption is being examined at length
here on the following grounds.18
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1. As noted previously, the Khasas of the priest class
who were engaged in religious activities and studies became
Brahmanpas during the early period. Some others became
Ksatriyas in course of time. According to Mahdbhdrata
(8:44:45,46,47; 8:45:6,7) the Bahikas (the Khasas) had adopted
the Hindu caste system by the time of the composition of this
work (1,000 B. C.-300 B. C.).

2. The Khasa language has been the mother tongue of
the Pahadi caste groups for the ages.

3. The family surnames of the Pahadi caste groups, es-
pecially of Brahmanas and Chhetris of Nepal seem to have
been derived from the religious and govermental titles in the
court of the Khasa Kingdom or from the names of the villa-
ges of the Karnali region and Kumaon. Many of such titles
(App. D) are not found among the Brahmapas and Ksatriyas
of Indian plains.

4. Unlike the Hindus of Indian plains, the Pahadi castes
have no Vai$ya caste. It seems that the Khasas aspired to be
the Brahamanas, Thakuris or Chhetris as the VaiSyas were
not considered superior to them.

5. In the Pahadl Brahmana society widow and intercaste
marriage is traditionally recognised. Such customs are absent
in the Brahmapa society of the Indian plains.

6. The Matwili—-Chhetris of Far-Western Nepalese hills
are considered to be the pure remnants of the ancient Khasas.
They and the people of the Pahadli caste groups have some re-
markable similarities.

(a) Matwall-Chhetris and the people of the Pahadl caste
groups have similar features-narrow faces, long, prominent
noses and deep, set eyes.

(b) Both speak the Khasa language as their mother to-
ngue.

(c) Both of them have the same family deity, Masto,
which is worshipped by sacrificing animals like goat and sheep.
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But the rituals of the Brahmanas of Indian plains are
predominantly non-sacrificial.

(d) The Matwali-Chhetris or the Pabai-Khasas have the
family surnames identical with the Tagadhari-Chhetris. They
are Airi, Basnet, Bhandari, Bohara, Budha, Mahatara, Raut,
Raul, Thapa Budhathapa and Budhathoki. Some of them like

Bohara and Bhandarl are also identical with the Pahadi
Brahmapas.

7. Pahddi Brahmanas and Thakuris claim that their ance-
stors had fled from the Indian plains to this mountainous
region during the Muslim oppression in India at the late
medieval period. But no source confirms their claim.
Moreover, it is a well known fact that there was the existence
of Brahmanas, and Thakuris (Pilas and Mallas) even before
the first Muslim invasion of India.

8. In chapter II, it will be mentioned that many of the
BaisT Thakurl chiefs were the descendants of the Khasa-Malla
rulers of Sinja. According to Dor Bahadur Bista:

Thakuris are the aristocracy among the Chhetris and
as such have the highest social, political and ritual
status. If the average ambitious Khas, and later on
Magars aspired to be Chhetris, the most powerful
ones became Thekuris during the medieval period. So
at present Thakuri is a generic term describing a
group that developed into the the highest social and
political order out of the select people from among
the Khas, Magar and probably a few Rajput
immigrants from India.16,

9. Kumaon and Western Nepal have close cultural
affinities. The Khasas had entered Western Nepal from
Kumaon. On the anthropological study of the Kumaon hills,
Ram P. Srivastava writes:

At some points in their history, the Khasiyas them-
selves split into Brahmana and Rajput divisions.
However, the immigrants considered themselves to be
the ‘real’ Brahmanas and Rajputs, whereas the
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Khasiyas pitted their own Brahmana and Rajput
divisions against the former for status equivalance.1?

Atkinson recorded about 250 septs of Khasiya Brahmanas and
about 280 septs of Khasiyd Rajputs in Kumaon. 8

10. A practice of upgrading the Khasa to that of the
Tagadhari-Chhetrl caste is found recorded in a document of
late sixteenth century issued by a Kalyal King, Gaganirdja
of Jumla.l® This practice is common in Far-Western Nepal
even at present where a Brahmana priest can confer the
sacred thread on the Khasas who aspires to be promoted.

Therefore, it bacomes clear that many of the Khasas
converted themselves into Brahmanas, Thakuris or Chhetrls.
The Pahadi caste groups of Western Nepal owe largely their
origin to the Khasa stock. The Brahmana and the Rajput
immigrants from the plains of India, who preceded or followed
the Khasdas to come to this country, have been assimilated in
equal status of the Pahadl caste hierarchy. Western Nepal
was largely inhabited by the Mongoloid people-Gurungs and
Magars-before the Khasa influx. The Khasas were the people
who set the stage for the eventual Pahddl caste domination of
the country.

Nigaraja : a Khasa Chief

It will be discussed in the chapter II that Nagar3ja
founded the Khasa Kingdom in Western Nepal around the
beginning of the twelfth century. Tibetan chronicles insert
the name of Nagaraja in the lineage of the IDe family descended
from the kings of Lhasa. They mention Nagardja and his
successors as the kings of Western Tibet.20 The Dullu pillar
inscription also states that Nagardja had come from Kharipr-
adesh of Tibet (App. B-27). Thus it may be argued that
Nagaraja was a Tibetan by origin. But to me this proposition
does not appear convincing.

Although the Tibetan chronicles insert the name of
Nagar *ja in the lineage of ruling 1De family of Lhasa, however
they denote a change in succession. G. Tucci writes:
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After aBar Ide PT says: “Then in succession bKrasislde,
Lha lde, Nagadeva (Nagardja) became generally (pall
c’er) master of mNaris’’: after aBha Ide GR states: then
in succession bKrasis lde, Bha re, Naga Ide became
master of Guge, Purang, Mar, yul etc’’. as to show that
there was a change.21

The Sanskritised name Nagadeva itself denotes the
change in succession. If Nagadeva were of the Tibetan origin,
his name would not have been Sanskritised. Nagaraja and
his successors would not have spoken the Khasa language.
The ‘illa’ suffix or ‘challa’ title which are associated with the
names of Nagaraja’s successors like Chapilla and Krachalla
are not of the Tibetan origin. Names like Sahilla and Chavilla
which have ‘illa’ suffix occur in the contemporary records of
Kashmir.22

To state Asokachalla, a successor of Nagardja, ‘sprung
from the family of Gauda’ (App. B-2) seems to be incorrect
because Asokachalla of Western Nepal could not be the
descendant of family of Gauda (Far-Western India). Other
sources too do not confirm this claim. However, it can be
argued that his mother might have been the daughter of the
reputed Pala family of Gauda. The Ksatriyas of Indo-Aryan
origin have claimed that they are the descendants of Surya,
Chandra, Agni or Prahlada but Nagaraja and his successors do
not claim as such. Then, undisputably Nagardja must be a
chief of the Khasa tribe. On the contemporary history of
Kumaon, K. P. Nautiyal writes:

The folk-lore and tradition show that the Katyuris
were a small Khasa tribe, flourishing in the valley of
Alakananda... The Khasas played an interesting role
in the history of the entire hill region of northern
India. Many independent dynasties ruling in the
early medieval period in these parts of India seemed
to have offshooted from the Khasa stock. And it
seems very likely that the Katyris also, as an extension
of the Khasa tribe, proved to be the first historical
dynasty of Kumaon.28
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The Katur! rule was established in Kumaon sometime
around the last quarter of the seventh century and it lasted up
to the end of the tenth century. At the beginning of the
eleventh century, the Chand Rajputs from the plains of
India came and established their rule in Kumaon.24 But the
Chand rulers and local Khasa chiefs were not in good terms.
This also contributed to the wide diffusion of the Khasas of
Kumaon.

After the assassination of Lang Darma in B42, Tibet fell
into a great disorder. It led to a schism in the royal lineage of
Lhasa which caused the disintegration of the Tibetan Kingdom.
On the history of Tibet, Tsepon Shakabpa writes :

The dates 842 and 1247 therefore marked the period
of decentralised control in central Tibet, during which
time the country consisted of many small hegemonies,
which were constantly warring against, or allying
with each other as conditions warranted.2é

Probably, due to this disturbance in Tibet, the Khatas of
Kumaon and adjacent areas found themselves at ease to move
towards Western Tibet. The Khasas who reached Tibet,
adopted Buddhism and their names and habits were also
Tibetanised. The Khasa chieftains emerged as the sovereigns
of South-Western Tibet. Their adoption of Buddhism enabled
them to have setimental attachment with their Tibetan subjects.
Tibetan chronicles notice that Nagar3ja®6é and Devaraja were
the two brothers who had been Buddhist monks.27

After the establishment of their hold in South-Western
Tibet, the Khasas, under the leadership of Nagaraja, went
Jumla and established the Khasa Kingdom in Western Nepal.

The Dullu pillar inscription states that Palas who were
the feudatories of the Khasa Kingdom were the members of the
Adityavamsa, but it does not offer any information about the
dynasty of the ruling kings (App. B-27). Prithvimalla, in this
inscription, does not say anything abount the origin of the
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Naigaraja dynasty. Probably, he did not address his maternal
predecessors?® as the Khasas because the Khasas were con-
sidered outcaste people since the ages.

Sahapapala himself boasts of being ‘the lamp of Ksatriya
kula’ but he does not mention his master ASokachalla asa
Ksatriyas. In the plains of India where the Khasas were
looked upon as outcastes and barbarians, Sahanpapala and
Purusottamasimha did not address their master directly as a
Khasa, though an indirect reference is made to Asokachalla as
a Khasa king that he was the great ruler of the Khasadesa.:?

The Godala Raja Vamsavali written during the time of
Jayasthitimalla (1380-1395) apparently authenticates that
Nagaraja and his successors were the Khasas. It states that
Jayatari (Jitdri), Asokachalla’s son, was the king of the
Khasas. Moreover, this chronicle clearly mentions that
Ripumalla and Adityamalla were the Khasa kings.30

With their family name ‘malla’, some historians have
tried to establish blood relationship between the Khasiya
Mallas of the thirteenth century and the Mallas of Mallapuri
conquered by the Lichchhavi king Manadeva of Nepal of the
fifth century, and with the Mallas of Mallabhimi (Kusinagar
and Pava) of the sixth century B.C.31 But their versions
cannot be accepted because the Dullu pillar inscription clearly
mentions that Asokachalla’s son Jitarimalla and Jayapala’'s son
Punyamalla took the Malla title. (App. B-27).
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POLITICAL HISTORY

CHAPTER TWO

Foundation of the Khasa Kingdom

The stone pillar inscription of Dullu has great importance
on the political history of the early medieval Western Nepal.
It gives the genealogy of the Pala and the Khasa rulers. The
Palas were, probably, the rulers of the Karnali region before
the Khasa Kingdom came into existence. The Khasas founded
their rule in South-Western Tibet and subsequently they came
and conquered Western Nepal under the leadership of Nagaraja
This inscription states, ‘‘Nagarija who lived at Kharipradesa
came to (Sinja) and became Jave§vara. He established order
in Senjapurl.”” (App-27, verse 12). Kharipradesa was an old
name of Ngari sKorsum of Western Tibet and its headquarter
was Taklakhar. Yogi Naraharinath points out that Javesvara
literally means Jumlesvara, the ruler of Jumla.l A copper plate
grant of Sudarsana Sahi dated 1745 mentions that the kingdom
of Jumla was known as JaveSvaradesa.? There is also a river
flowing in the valley of Jumla which is called Javanedi. Thus
it becomes clear that Nagaridja came from Kharipradesa of
South-Western Tibet to Jumla, founded the Khasa Kingdom
in Western Nepal and made Sinja its capital, The ruins of
Sinja royal palace are still to be seen on a small hillock near
Hatsifja village of Jumla district.

No evidence states the time when Niagaraja founded the
Khasa Kingdom in Western Nepal. This is a matter of mere
conjecture. The first evidence of the Khasa Kingdom found
so far is the copper plate grant of Balesvara temple granted by
king Krachalla according to which the year of enthronement
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of Krachalla was 1207 (App. B-1). Krachalla was the fifth
successor of Nagaraja. Therefore, P.R. Sharma writes that
giving an average of twenty years rule to each of the five Kings
before Krachalla, the establishment of the Khasa Kingdom by
Nagaraja would have taken place around the beginning of the
twelfth century.3

Territory and Boundary of the Khasa Kingdom

In the Bodh Gaya inscription, ASokchalla is said to have
been the king of the kings of the Khasa country of Sapddalaksa
mountains (App. B-4). The term Sapadalaksa means :

Sapadalaksa is an old name of the Sivalik hills, and
the name literally ‘one and a half quarter lakh’ must
have given them from the number of hills in the
range. The Sanskrit name may have got corrupt into
Prakrit Savalakha, and thence into Sivalik.4

King Purusottamasithha of Kamadesa (Kumaon) regarded
ASokachalla as the crest jewel of the kings of the Sapadalaksa
mountains.5 Therefore, it can be conjectured that Sivalik
mountain range from the Gandaki to Sutlej was within the
jurisdiction of the Khasa Kingdom.

The Khasa rulers had invaded the Nepal Valley several
times.® They had issued orders ensuring the security of the
Taghwal monastry of AtharaSayakhola, north of Gorkha
(App. B-17, 18). Hence, the territory of the Khasa Kingdom

seems to have been extended up to the Trisdli Gandaki river
in the east.

King Krachalla, the fifth successor of Nagaraja, establi-
shed the Khasa suzerainty over Kumaon in the year of 1223.
(App. B-1). His son ASokachalla further proceeded towards
west and conquered Garhwal (App. B-2, 5). As a vassal king
of the Khasa Kingdom, king Purusottamsithha of Kumaon
sought consent of Asokachalla to offer worship in Gaya.?
Thus in the west Kumaon and Garhwal were under the
suzerainty of the Khasa Kingdom. However, it is uncertain
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whether the Khasa rulers after Asokachalla continued their
hold upon the territory of Kumaon and Garhwal.

The chronicles of Western Tibet state that the Khasiya
Mallas succeeded at a certain time to the ruling IDe family
of Lhasa and began to rule over South-Western Tibet that
i1s Ngari sKorsum of today.8

Ngari was subdivided into three smaller districts-
Guge, Gangriand Purang. Guge was the largest of
the three, and contains the well known towns of
Tholing and Tsaparang. Gangri (Kailasa) is the
country around the holy lakes (Manasarovara and
Raksasa) and Purang is the upper valley of the Gogra
or Karnali river.?

G. Tucci, after a long discussion, reaches the following -
conclusion :

In the end of the 12th century some tribes, certainly
Khas, invaded respectively the kingdom of Purang
and that of Guge (and probably also Ladakh).........
In the 13th century Purang and Guge and western
Nepal were united and thus marked the climax of the
power of Mallas.10

The renowned Suvarpabhimi, Mount Kailasa (the abode
of Siva) and the holy lake Manasarovara were within the
domain of the Khasa Kingdom. In the south the Khasa
Kingdom seems to be extended up to the outer Tarai, south of
the Sivalik mountain range. Two inscriptions of Ripumalla
are found in Lumbini and Kapilvastu (App. B-11, 13). Thus,
the Khasa Kingdom, in its heyday, comprised Western Nepal,
South-Western Tibet, and Kumaon and Garhwal. Spatially,
it was situated, approximately, within the area between 78° east
to 85.°30° east and 27.°45” north to 31° north.

The Palas

The Pélas and the Khasa rulers appear together in the
Dullu pillar inscription. This inscription mentions the Palas also
in the capacity of kings. Eighteen names of the Palas followed
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by the names of Punyamalla and Srimalla are inscribed in the
inscription. They are known as the successors of Adityavarnsa.
The genealogy is as follows :

Adityavathsa, Adipala, Amarpila, Jayapila 1,

Vijayapala, Virapila, Vikramapala, $ripéla, |
Dhirapala, Somapala, Sdryapala, Samundrapale,

Sukhapala, Vig (r) ahapdla, Mahipala (Varapala,

Gajapala), Visvapala, Jivapédla, Saralapila,

Jayapila II, Punyamalla-Sakunamélﬁ (queen of

Punyamalla) Srimalla (first son of Punyamalla and

Sakunamala)

No other evidence except the Dullu pillar inscription
mentions the Palas of the Karnali region as the ruling kings.
Prithvimalla, who erected this inscription, regards the Pilas in
the capacity of kings because they were his ancestors from his
father’s line.

The Palas of the Karnali region might have ruled over
this area before the establishment of the Khasa Kingdom.
When the Khasas, under the leadership of Nagaraja, estab-
lished their hold over this region, the Palas accepted the
supremacy of the Khasa rulers and their position was reduced
to that of feduatories. According to the line of succession
Stryapala seems to be the contemporary of Nagaraja.

The Palas as the predecessors of the Khasa rulers
possessed skill and experience in the matter of state affairs.
They used to help the Khasa rulers to run the state adminis-~
tration. Sahapapala was a Bhdndigarika (treasurer) in the
court of Afokachalla. (App. B-4). In the same way, the
Palas might have been employed as district administrators in
some imporant places such as Goha, Jhurhkar, Geld and
Palpa. In the Dullu pillar inscription also Goha and Jhurhkar
are mentioned as visayas (districts). (App. B-27, verses 5-7).

As stated earlier, the Khasa Kingdom in its heyday was
extended from the west of Nepal valley to the east of Kashmir
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and from the south of Brahmaputra to the north of Ganges.
The places such as Gela, Goha (Guthichaur) and Jhumkair
(Tibrikot) which are suggested as the seats of the Pila
Kingdom!! are situated within one or two days journey from
Sinja. Tibrikot and Guthlchaur are in the east of Sifija while
Gela lies to the south-west. It is quite impossible to be the
separate entity of the Pala Kingdom in the vicinity of Sifija
when the Khasa power was an unparalleled force of the area
mentioned above. Similarly, it will be unreasonable to identify
Purang as the kingdom of the Palas and Guge as the kingdom
of the Kha$as.12 There was no existence of the Pala Kingdom
in this region during the days of the Khasa rule. The Palas
were feudatories of the Khasa Kingdom.

Nagaraja’s Successors

On the north face of the Dullu pillar inscription, the
genealogy of Nagaraja dynasty is inscribed. Tibetan chronicles
also mention the Kha$a rulers as the kings of Western Tibet.
According to the Dullu pillar inscription the genealegy of
Nagaraja dynasty is as follows.

Nigaraja (around the beginning of twelfth century)

Chapa

Chapilia

Krasichalla
Kradhichalla
Krachalla (1207-23)
Asokachalla (1255-78)

|
Jitarimalla (1288-99) Anandamalla

|
Aksdyamalla (1280) Adityamalla Ripumalla (1312-13)
(1321-28)

Kalyapamalla Sarhgramamalla

Pratdpamalla
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The Dullu pillar inscription states Adityamalla’s son
Kalyapamalla and grandson Prataparballa as the ruling kings
but no other evidence is available to support this statement.
Therefore, question arises in regard to the succession after
Adityamalla. If we accept the authenticity of the chronicle
of Taghwai monastry, this problem can be solved with its help
as described below.13

Adityamalla

son, son in law
Kalyanamalla (died before = Pupyamalla (married Sakunamala
| coronation) and succeeded her
Pratapamalla (became a monk) father, Adityamalla)

The family of Punyamalla, according to the Dullu pillar
inscription and other sources, is as follows :

Punyamalla (1328-37)

| \
$rimalla Chandramala Prithvimalla (1338-58)

(first son) (daughter) (Dharmamala and Dipamala
were the queens of
Prithvimalla).

Stryamalla (1367)
Abhayamall (1376-91)

The chronicles of Tibet give some important information
about the Nagar@ja dynasty.!* The name of Ndgaraja mention-
ed by the Tibetan chronicles is Nagadeva. They also refer to the
change in succession after Pratdpamalla. The following table
shows almost complete agreement between the genealogies
given by the Dullu pillar inscription and Tibetan chronicles :

Dullu pillar inscription Tibetan chronicles
Naigaraja Nagadeva

Chapa —

Chapilla bTsan p’yug lde

Krasichalla bKra sis Ide
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Kradhichalla Grags btsan Ide
Krachalla Grags pa lde
Asokachalla A so ga, A so Ilde
Jitarimalla aDsin dar smal, aJidar smal
Anandamalle Anan, Anan ta smal
Ripumalla Reu, Riu smal
Samhgramamalla Sangha smal
Adityamalla, son of A jid smal
Jitarimalla
Kalyapamalla Kalan smal
Pratapamalla Par tab smal
Punyamalla of another Punya rmal (bSod nams) of
family the family of Purangl5
Prithvimalla Pra ti rmal

According to the Dullu pillar inscription Nagardja had
come from Kharipradesa of Tibet. But some Tibetan chronicles
state that bTsan p’yug lde (Chapilla) went to Yatse (Sinja) and
became its king. Whosoever might have been the person to
come to Sifija, all the sources are unanimous in one point that
someone among the earlier Khasa kings had come from Tibet.
But the Dullu pillar inscription is more authentic than the
other sources. Therefore, it has been already mentioned
above that Nigaraja was the founder of the Khasa Kingdom
of which Sinja was the capital.

King Nagardja was the great conqueror and reformer.
He not only founded the Khasa Kingdom in Western Nepal
but also made many reforms in his kingdom. If the Buddha
image inscription of Barahat (Garhwal) is that of Nagaraja,
he must have conquered Kumaon and Garhwal also.

After Nagardja, according to the Dullu pillar inscription
and Tibetan chronicles, Chapa, Chapilla, Krasichalla and
Kradhichalla became kings in succession. But we have no
source to throw light on their reigns. The source cited above
give only their names and order of succession. The king who
bears great importance after Nagaraja, is Krachalla, son of
Kradhichalla.
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Kumaon Invasion of Krachalla

A confirmation of deed of Krachalla is inscribed on the
reverse of the copper plate grant made by the Kattri king
Desatadeva to the Balesvara of Kumaon.1? This inscription
of Krichalla was inscribed in the Sake era 1145 (1223 A.D.).
At that time the capital of the kingdom of Krachalla was ‘in
the prosperous city’ near Dullu.

According to the BaleSvara temple inscription (App. B-1),
Krachalla had invaded and subjugated Kumaon in 1223. This
took place in the sixteenth year of his enthronement. There-
fore, it seems that Krachalla had become the king in (1223-16)

1207. The chronological history of the Khasa Kingdom begins
from that date.

Eight names of Mandalikas (governors) and two names of
Rauttarajas are also inscribed in his BaleSvara temple inscrip-
tion. They had accompained the king during his invasion of
Kumaon. They were : Sri Yahada Deva Mandalika, Sri
Chandra Deva Mandalika, Sri Hari Rauttaraja, Sri Aniladitya
Rauttaréja, Sri Vinaya Chandra Mandalika, Sri Vidya Chandra
Mandalika, Sri Jaya Sithha Mandalika, Sri Jihala Deva
Mandnlika, Sri Vallala Deva Mandalika and Sri Musia Deva
Mandalika.

In those days, the Mandalikas had occupied high position.
In this incription Mandalkias and Ranttardias are mentioned as
friends and ministers of the king. It appears that Krachalla

adopted “divide and rule’ policy to administer Kumaon. Some

local chiefs were made Mandalikas to gain their favour.
Atkinson writes :

The names of the Mandalikas or local chiefs contain
those of two Rawat Rijas evidently of the same clan
as the chief of Domkot, and the names Jihala and
Jaya may be compared with the names of Khasiya
Rajas Jahala and Jaya. It is worthy of note that three
of the Mandalikas have the tribal affix Chandra, the
samc as that borne by Som Chand’s family.18
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With the advent of the subjucation of Kumaon there took
place a fierce battle and the casualties might have been many
as the inscription states, ‘“...the prosperous Krachalla Deva...
has crushed the whole circle of his enemies with his arms, and
having destroyed the kings of the demolished city of Kartipura,
(Karttikeyapura-Kumaon) and established our right therein.”
(App. B-1). As mentioned above, many of the local chiefs

accepted the suzerainty of the Khasa Kingdom and the others
who did not were destroyed by Krachalla.

But after the conquest Krachalla showed tolerance in
religious matter. Although he himself was a Buddhist king,
he offered worship to Ekrudra Balesvara, the Hindu god, and
donated a larga area of land with mines, valleys, and jungles,
together with its products. In this way, Krachalla showed
deep respect to the feeling of his Hindu subjects of the newly
acquired territory of Kumaon.

Conquests of Asokachalla

Asokachalla succeeded his father Krachalla. The inscrip-
tions relating to him are found not only in Western Nepal but
in Garhwal, Gaya and Bodh Gaya also, and confined to the
datcs between 1255 and 1278. (App. B 2-6). Therefore, it

appears that he ruled over the country for more than twenty-
three years.

The reign of Asokachalla marks the climax in the history
of the Khasa Kingdom. The trident inscriptions of Gopesvara
(Garhwal) and Barahat (Tehri Garhwal) mention him as a
great conqueror. If his father Krachalla had conquered
Kartripura (Kumaon), he would have further proceeded
towards west and occupied Garhwal and Tehri Garhwal. His
army known as ‘'sarvagaminivahinl’’ was one of the best
forces of that time. King Purusottamasithha of Kumaon in his
Gaya inscription writes that Asokachalla was a renowned and
illustrious ruler, and was the crest jewel of the kings of
Sapadalaksa mountains.19
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The trident inscription of GopeSvara points out that as
Vikramaditya ruled over Vetalas, so did AsSokachalla over
Danavabhtitala. Danavabhiitala might have been referred to
the country of Western Tibet,20 which was under the suzerainty
of the Khasa Kingdom. Some chronicles of Tibet mention,
“His son, A so lde (Afokachalla), bought those 44 towns
which had at an earlier time been offered to Rdo-rje-gdan
(Vajrasana) by Mya-nan-med (ASoka Maurya). At that time
they belonged to the Sog-pos (Mongols), and he established a
religious brotherhood, which was sustained by their taxes.”
(App. A). These 44 towns or villages might have been the
territory of Ladakh, lying to the north of Kumaon.

The sarvagaminivahint (an encompassing force) of
Asokachalla brought the Gandaki region under the control of
the Khasa Kingdom. It was due to that control, Jitdrimalla,
son of AsSokachalla, could easily invade the valley of
Nepal for the first time in 1288. It appears that the tribal
chieftains of the Gandaki region were compelled to pay
tribute to the Khasa Kingdom during Asokachalla’s rule.

Thus Asokachalla expanded his kingdom into a trans-
Himalayan empire in this mountainous region. His empire
comprised Guge, Purang and Gangri (Kailasa) in the north,
Tarai in the south, Kumaon and Garhwal in the west and the
Gandaki region in the east. Generally, we cannot find the
existence of a big kingdom in the mountainous region during
the medieval period but it was due to their valour and bravery
that ASokachalla and his followers expanded their kingdom

into an empire conquering the rugged and ferocious barriers
of nature.

Asokachalla was known not only as a great conqueror
but was also renowned for his broad religious policy. He is
especially remembered as a kind and tolerant king in the
pillar inscription of Dullu (App. B-27). Although he was a
devout follower of Buddhism, a faith based on non-voilence,
he always kept his army strong and effective.
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As the Gandaki region was occupied, the waves of the
Khasa-Aryan people came and settled there and their language
and culture expanded rapidly throughout Western Nepal by
the time of ASokachalla. The king promoted various aspects
of Nepalese Pahadi society and culture. The first written
document of Nepéli language (SiBjalT branch of the Khasa
language) available so far belongs to his period (App. B-6).
It will be discussed later that the famous Kaifkrevhara of
Surkhet, a large and beautiful Buddhist monument of the
Karnali region, was probably made in the heyday of the
Khasa Kingdom, that is during the reign of Asokachalla.

Dispute on the Succession after Jitarimalla

Jitdirimalla was the elder son and successor of Asoka-
chlla. He was the first Lhasa ruler who adopted the Malla
title. The Khasa people under the leadership of their king,
Jitdrimalla, stormed the valley of Nepal to invade for the first
time in 1288. If the small inscription of Padukasthan, Dullu,
dated 1299 is of Jitarimalla, the span of his reign seems at
least 11 years. (App. B-10).

Jitairimalla had two sons—Aksyamalla and Adityamalla.
But there is controversy as to the immediate successor of
Jitdrimalla. At the same time Jitari’s nephew Ripumalla
(Anandamalla’s son) appears to have enjoyed royal titles.

Aksayamalla was the rightful successor of his father’s
throne. But no source speaks of his enthronement. Tibetan
chronicles also do not mention his name in the list of the Khasa
rulers. He might have died before being crowned or some
other incidents might have occurred which prevented him from
succeeding his father. On the other hand, a chronicle of Tibet
writes, ‘‘Hdzin-dar-rmal’s son (Jitarimalla’s son), A-hdzin-rmal
(Adityamalla), first became a monk at Saskya (Shikya monas-
tery of Western Tibet); (then) he became king again.” (App.
A). It is to be noted as to why Adityamalla went to Shikya
monastery to be a monk. It may be the rise of Ripumalla
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who ultimately captured the throne of the Khasa Kingdom,
and Adityamalla fled to Tibet.

Ripumalla appears for only two years (1312-1313) with
the status of a sovereign king. Hence nothing is known about
Ripumalla and his son Sarhgrimamalla. It appears that
Adityamalla returned from the Shakya monastery at sometime
between 1313-1316 and established his hold over the throne of
Sifja (App. B 12, 15).

A Change in the Line of Succession

Adityamalla, as known from the Gopala Raja Vams$avali,
was ruling until 1328. Probably, he died immediately after
his return from the invasion of Nepal valley because an
inscription of his successor king Punyamalla, dated 1328 is
available (App. B-18).

According to the stone wpillar inscription of Dullu,
Adityamalla’s grandson Pratapamalla left no issue to succeed
him. This put an end to the line of Nagaraja. Then, Punya-
malla, a descendant of the Palas, became the ruler of the
Khasa Kingdom. Before his succession to the throne of
Sinja, he was a vassal chief living in Gela.2! The Dullu pillar
inscription states nothing as to how Punyamalla got the throne
of the Khasa Kingdom. According to a Tibetan chronicle,
a relative of the last king (Par-tab smal) of the Nagarija
dynasty named So-nam de (bSod-nams lde) accepted an
invitation to become the king and under the title of Pun-mal
held the government of Purang.22 Most of the chronicles of
Tibet brought to light by G. Tucci also agree with this
statement.23 However, it seems that Punyamalla did not
succeed Pratipamalla, he succeeded Adityamalla. As menti-
oned earlier, Adityamalla was ruling up to the fullmoon day
of Chaitra 448 Nepal era (April, 1328 A.D.).24 A copper
plate inscription mention that Punyamalla had become the
king before the month of Baisakha (April-May) of the same
year. (App. B-18). There is no inscription of Kalyapamalla
and Pratapamalla available.
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The chronicle of Taghwai monastery (though its authe-
nticity has yet to be proved) states that king Adityamalla had
one son (Kalypamalla) and a daughter (Sdkunaméla). Kalyn-
allamalla’s son Pratapamalla was a bachelor. When Adityamalla
died, Pratapamalla did not ascend the throne. At his request,
Punyamalla, the husband of Sakunemala, was proclaimed the
king. Thereafter, Pratapamalla became a monk.?6 P. R.
Sharma writes :

It is possible to regard following Mr. Balakrishna
Pokharel that the right to inherit the throne as well
as the Malla title came to Punpyamalla by virtue of his
marrying the daughter of the sons of Naigaraja’s
house. I know from the instance of the Matwali
Chhetris of the Choudhabisakhola (Jumla) that this
practice known as ‘gharhilne’ prevails even today in
which a sonless father brings in his son-in-law to stay
in his house.26

Such a custom, like the one just mentioned above, known
as dolajiprathd was in vogue in the Nepal valley during the
medieval period in which a sonless father gives his daughter in
marriage and his son-in-law receives his gotra (family name)
as well as the right to inherit him.27 If viewed in the light of this
custom, Punyamalla, who married S'akunamélé, the daughter
of Adityamalla, got the right to inherit the throne of Aditya-
malla as well as to adopt the Mallia title.

Pupyamalla was succeeded by his son Prithvimalla
around the beginning of the year of 1338. The duration of
Punyamalla’s rule seems of about nine years (App. B-18-2]).
The Khasas once again invaded the Nepal valley in the winter
of 1334 during the reign of Pupyamalla. It has been claimed
that Pupyamalla had conquered several countries such as
Kongkana, Karnata, Lata, Murala, Kerala, Dahila, Anga,
Banga, Kalinga, Mithila, Mailava, Nepala, Gurjara,
Jilandhara and Andhra (App. B 20). However, his claim,
excepting the conquest of Nepal in 1334, lacks substantial
evidence.
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On the Khasiyas’ Invasions of the Nepal Valley

As mentioned earlier, the Gandaki region was subjugated
by Khasas by the time of Asokachalla. This helped his
successors in making continuous efforts to get control of the
kingdom of the Nepal valley. Jitdrimalla, the son and successor
of Asokachalla, was the first Khasa ruler who invaded the
valley for the first time in 1288. According to the Gopala
Rdja Vams$avali, the Khasas had invaded the valley of Nepal
several times as follows :

1. Jitarimalla’s first invasion-NS 408 Pausa (1288 A.D.).

2. Jitarimalla’s second invasion-NS 409 Phalguna (1289
A.D.).

3. Jitdrimalla’s third invasion-NS 410 Phalguna (1290
A.D)).

4. Ripumalla’s visit-NS 433 Phalguna (1313 A.D.).

5. Khasa invasion during the time of Adityamalla-NS
441 Chaitra (1321 A.D.).

6. Adityamalla’s second invasion-NS 488 Chaitra (1328
A.D)).

7. Khasa invasion during the time of Pupyamalla- NS
454 Bhadra (1334 A.D.).

Thus the Khaéas had entered the valley altogether seven
times and among them six were the invasions. Ripumalla visited
the valley in 1313 on a pilgrimage. All the Khasa invasions
were carried during the winter except the last one. Punyamalla’s
force entered the valley in the month of Bhadra (August-
September) and returned home after six months in Phalguna
(February-March). Most of the campaigns were led by the
Khasa rulers themselves. Therefore, it appears that the
campaigns were taken by them seriously.

In the east of the Khasa Kingdom, the valley of Nepal
from the early period was a prosperous one due to its fertile
land and interpot trade link with Tibet and India. It was not
only well known_for its prosperity but also renowned as a centre
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of pilgrimage, having the sacred shrines of Pasupatinitha,
Svayambhinatha and Matsyandranatha.

The story of the enormous wealth of the Nepal valley
lured several invaders. As the people from the remote hills of
the Karnali region came and settled in the fertile basins of the
Gandaki region after the Khasa rulers’ domination the Khas-
Aryan people and their culture widely diffused throughout
Western Nepal. Then the Khasa campaigned towards the
heart of the Nepal valley by the time of Jitarimalla in 1288.
On the invasions of Jitarimalla the author of the Gopadla Raja

Vamsavali writes :

The Khasiyas came. For the first Raja Jayatari
entered in the month of Pausa of the year 408 NS.
In Sdmhe (Svayamhda area) 800 Khasiyas were killed
and entire mass of our people took shelter in the
forest. Then the Khasiyds fled. Thereafter the people
returned to their normallife in a happy mood.*
The year came. On Phalguna Sukla 13, Jayatari
entered once again for the second time. He brunt
several villages. He offered worship to Svayarh-
banatha, Lokesvara and Pasupatinitha. Then
happily he returned to his country. Samvat 469 NS.*
On 410 NS Phalguna Sukla Prapatipada (February
26th, 1290) Jitari came and captured Nuwdkot. He
presented treasury to the temple of Bufgma
(Ratomatsyendranatha), entered Gvala (Deopatan) by
the western gate ..Then he brunt several villages.
Remained encamping for one month in Patan (but)
the fort could not be opened.28

From the above statement it seems that during the first
invasion the year of 408 NS (1288 A.D.) a fierce battle had
taken place between the Khasas and the forces of the Nepal
valley in which eight hundred soldiers of the invaders were
killed. The number of casualties on the side of the Nepal
valley is not mentioned. However, it seems that the kingdom
of the Nepal valley was defeated by the Khasas and its people
took shelter in the forest. When the Khasas returned to their
homeland, the people of the Nepal valley returned to their

normal life.
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After fourteen months of the first invasion, Jitari again
invaded the Nepal valley. At that time the Khasa troops
burnt several villages. Gopala Raja Varméavali does not mention
anything regarding the resistance against the invading force.
It mentions only the religious deeds performed by the king
Jitarimalla in the Nepal valley. His third invasion took place
in 1290, after one year of his second invasion.

Though the Khasa invaders fired the city and looted
the wealth of the people and the palace of the Nepal valley,
they exhibited their spirit of religious toleration outside their
domain also. Jitari performed puja and offered presents to the
deities of Hindus as well as Buddhists in the velley. Ultimately
Anantamalla, the then king of Nepal, would have been
compelled to pay tribute to the Khata kingdom.

But the Khasa supremacy established by Jitarimalla over
the valley did not last for a long time. The Doyas from the
Karnata Kingdom of Tirhut invaded the valley in 1300 and
1311.29 The Tirhut invasion of 1300 was carried on at the
request of the king Anantamalla himself.

King Anantamalla of Nepal died in 1308. After him
Anandadeva ascended the throne. But some prominent
courtiers like JayaSaktideva, Vetanadeva and Meghachandr-
adeva were against the new king. They did not hesitate even
to seek help from the Doyas of Tirhut. The Doyas were
called for. They reached the valley in the month of Magha
(January-February) 1311. They remained in the valley for
more than a year. They fired the cities and temples, plund-
ered the riches of the temples and imprisoned courtiers and
Brahmangas. But they could not establish their rule and
returned home in 1312. Nor could they dethrone the king
Anandadeva.30

In 1313 the Khasiyd Raja Ripumalla visited the valley.
King Anandadeva of Nepal was the supporter of the Khasa
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ruler. As the Doyas were driven out and Anandadeva had
consolidated the power, Ripumalla did not need to carry any
operation against anyone. Therefore, the Gopala Ré&ja
Vamsavali does not mention any hostility at that time when
Ripumalla was in the valley. It states that Ripumalla went to
Bungma, offered treasury to Matsyendranatha, propitiated the
Bhattaraka of Gvala (PaSupatindtha) and worshipped the
Chaitya of Kantipur (Svayarhbhiinatha); he performed
ceremonies and returned home after eighteen days.3! He had
visited Nepal not as an invader but as a pilgrim. At the same
time, he enforced the Khasa supremacy over the Nepal
valley.

Until Rudramalla’s emergence on the political horizon
of Nepal, nobody appeared to challenge the Khasa supremacy
over the valley. In 1320 Rudramalla crowned his relative
Arimalla in Deop4tan.82 Rudramalla was not satisfied with
the king Anandadeva. Therefore, he placed Arimalla on the
throne and he himself became the de facto ruler. Ultimately,
Anandadeva was forced to quit the crown.

In 1321 the Khasa king Adityamalla sent his troops for
an attack over the Nepal valley. Gopala Vams$dvali does not
mention the name of the leader of the invading force. It
mentions that on the second day of the bright moon of
Chaitra, 441 NS the Khasas came, fought and destroyed the
fort of Rajabasa of Tipura (Bhaktapur).#3 Their aim seems
to eliminate the power of Rudramalla. So they attacked
Bhaktapur which was the seat of Rudramalla’s de facto rule.
Ultimately, Rudramealla might have agreed to pay tribute to
the Khasa Kingdom. That’s why the Khasa rulers did not feel
necessary to attack the valley during the lifetime of
Rudramalla.

Rudramalla died in 1326 at the age of thirty. After the
death of Rudramalla there was complete chaos in the
political atmosphere of the valley. In such a condition the
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Khasa king Adityamalla once again raided the valley in 1328.
According to the Gopala Raja Vams$avali, Adityamalla came
on the seventh day of the bright moon of Philguna, 448 NS
(1328 A.D.), fought and captured Nuwakot. After five days,
his force captured Sakharkwath (Pharping), burnt several
villages and surrounded the fort of Pulbahi (Lalitpur) for
twenty two days but they could not destroy the fort. Then
Adityamalla and his force entered Nepal in the full moon day
of Chaitra 448 NS.8¢ The Vaméavall preserved in the Kaiser
library describes the result of this invasion in the following

words:

Then Adityamalla entered Nepal, extracted danda
(fine) from the people of Lalitagrama (Lalitpur) in
the full moon day of Chaitra 448 NS.

Thus, Adityamalla returned to his country after many
days’ loot and destruction of the Nepal valley. The Khasas
once again invaded the valley during the reign of Punyamalla.
The Gopala Rdja Vaméavali writes:

Thayitabha entered Lalitapur on the seventh day of
the bright moon of Bhadra 454 (NS) (August-
September, 1334). Sakhupatirdj could not enter the
city and was killed by the Khasas. Other forty
men were killed. The Khasas returned on the first
day of the dark moon of Phalguna (February-March,
1335) with booty. They brunt the village of
Safikhu.35

Thus the Khasa troops remained in the Nepal valley
for about six months. It was the longest seize of the Khasa
in the valley. At that time, the Khasa troops might have
involved themselves in the domestic quarrel in the kingdom of
Nepal. It was a time when Devaladevi, queen of the late
king Harisithhadeva of Tirhut, was emerging as a dominating
figure in the politics of Nepal. Probably, Devaladevi and
her followers succeeded in persuading the Khasa troops to
return, assuring them to pay tribute regularly.
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It appears that the Khasa rulers were not motivated
to annex the Nepal valley into their kingdom due to the incon-
venience of transport, administrative and other difficultes.
Besides, they always faced mass resentment in the valley. The
people chose to take shelter in the forest rather than to accept
the permanent control of the Khasa invaders. On the other
hand, the Khasas had heard of the enormous wealth of the
valley. Therefore, they always tried to maintain their supre-
macy over the valley only to get the incomes derived from it.
The Kha$iya operations were carried to make the valley their
tributary. When the tribute was paid regularly the Khasa
rulers left the valley undisturbed. But when their supremacy
was violated they invaded the valley, fired the cities, plundercd
the riches and compelled the kingdom of Nepal valley to pay
tributes. Therefore, it appears that during the early medieval
period, the kingdom of Nepal valley remained a tributary of
the Khasa Kingdom for sometime.

The Glorious Days of Prithvimalla’s Rule

Prithvimalla was the son and successor of Papyamalla.
Punyamalla had two sons : the elder one was Srimalla and
Prithvimalla was the younger. Probably, Srimalla died before
he was crowned and Prithvimalla succeeded his father. So far
available inscriptions mention that Prithvimalla ruled over
his country for more than twenty years (App. B-21-30).

The famous Dullu pillar inscription, which is known as
Kirtistarhbha also, was installed by Prithvimalla in the Sake
year of 1279 (1357 A.D.). Many other inscriptions of his time
are found in the Karnali region. About one third of the
inscriptions relating to the history of the Khasa Kingdom were
inscribed during the reign of Prithvimalla. For the study of
the history of the Khasa Kingdom, the Dullu pillar inscription
of Prithvimalla bears great importance.

Prithvimalla had many capable personalities to assist him
either in war front or in administration. Tibetan chronicles
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also mention the name of his chief minister.3¢ His chief
minister was Yafovarma. Devavarma and Jagatisithha were
other ministers.“7 YaSovarma is also known as the Mahaman-
dalesvara from the inscription of Jayagarh village (App. B-25).
His other prominent courtiers were : Jayasithha, Achhami
Raula, Bhartakoti Raula, Vrihaspati Raula, Faityal Raula,
Kunwar Bhar, Balal Chand, Abhu Bhandari, Kidi Thapa,
Itsaku Joisi, Sarhkardeva Bhapdari, Bachhu Bhandari and
Kidi Sejuwal. (App. B 22-32).

Many learncd Brahmanas like Prasada Golhanpa Joisi and
Devaraja Joisi adorned his court. They received tax-exempt
lands from the king. Sivadeva Joisl, Juthadev JoisT were also
respected in his court. Likewise, the learned men and artisans
like Balasarasvati Sumati, Abhivijayasithha and sivaréja. These
persons had worked for the installation of the Kirtistambha
(victory pillar) of Dullu. The Kirtistambha states that all
taxes were exempted to the Brahmanas, Bhiksus (monks),
Dharmabhanakas (preachers and Sitradharakas (artisans). He
gave treasury to the needy who approached him. He was
constantly engaged in religious activities and it is said that he
converted the age of Kali (iron age) into golden age.38

During his time the Khasa Kingdom attained cultural
and material prosperity. Commercial contacts with India and
the mainland of Tibet were maintained. The main caravan
route, connecting India and Tibet passed through Surkhet,
Dullu, Sinja and Taklakhar. Prithvimalla had entrusted his
minister Jagatisimha with the task of maintaining this road.
Horse-drawn carriages might have been introduced. These
Dharmasalas (shelters) and Naulis (water receptacles) were
constructed along the roadsides for the convenience of the
caravan carriers and pilgrims. Patharndulli of Dullu (Fig. 15)
and shelter of Haudi are still to be found in use. A small
water receptacle having a small Stupa on its roof was constru-
cted during the reign of Prithvimalla and the same known as
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Kuchivihar today, is yet to be seen in a village of Achhim
(Fig. 14).

Sifijd and Dullu had been more prosperous cities during
the time of Prithvimalla. According to a kanakpatra (gold
plate) inscription of this king, the royal palace of Sinja was
white washed and had four imposing dimensions. The varan-
dahas of the palace were alluring with the songs of beautiful
maidens and the palace and its environ was besmeared with
the scent of numerous smelling flowers (App. B-26). Dullu
was venerated as the most holy place having three Vaisvanara
sites in its surrounding. (App. B-30).

Prithvimalla, probably, had faced many difficulties during
the first phase of his rule. He might have fought many battles
and suppressed many rebels. This is felt from the expression
that his was the battlefield uproaring like that of Vetila
(App. B-26). He compelled his adversaries to pay him tribute.
He ruled his country with dexterity and gave instructions to
his vassal kings, as he is said the teacher of the unbaptised
kings (adiksita raja diksa §iksa guru) (App. B-30). In an
inscription. he 1s mentioned as great religious king (parama
dharmika) and an embodiment of wish-giving tree (parama
kalpadrumavatara) (App. B-23).

To the Decline

Prithvimalla was one of the great rulers of the Khasa
Kingdom. It wasin his time that the glory of the Khata
Kingdom once again reached its climax. ‘'(he) had great dream
and he did his best to realise it; but it seems that somewhere
he met with disaster.”’39 It appears that in his old age he
retired from the active political life and devoted himself to
religions activities. He followed the policy of non-violence.
He did not seriously care for the state affairs, which ultimately
caused the disintegration of his great kingdom.

Prithvimalla ruled over his country at least for twenty
years from 1338 to 1358 (App. B-21-30). In 1352 Nirayapala
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of Dotl appeared as a sovereign king.40 Therefore, it seems
that Doti had revolted against the central government of Sifija
during the last phase of Prithvimalla’s rule. The yoke of the
Khasa suzerainty was overthrown from the South-Western
Tibet with the rise of Chang-Chub Gyaltsen, who by 1350 had
made himself master of the whole Tibet.41 Tibetan chronicles
also do not mention the names of Prithvimalla’s successors.

The Dullu pillar inscription presents the genealogy of the
Kha$a Malla rulers. It mentions also the names of the queens
of Prithvimalla, and even the names of the composer and ins-
criber of this inscription. If Prithvimalla had a son, when this
inscription was inscribed, he certainly would have been men-
tioned. Probably, Prithvimalla was heirless.

A land grant charter of 1367 which was issued by the
king Sdryamalla from Sifja has been published recently (App.
B-33). Some prominent courtiers of Prithvimalla such as
Juthadava Joisi, Sankaradeva Bhandarl and Achhimi Raula
figure in it. Therefore, Sliryamalla appears to have occupied
the throne of Sinja after Prithvimalla. But the relation between
Prithvimalla and Sdryamalla is not clear.

It seems that Sdryamalla initiated military campaigns to
supress the revolt of Dotl and other vassal chiefs, and he
achieved some success in his attempt. His inscription mentions
that his sword was vigilant to destroy his opponents. He
protected those chiefs who were loyal to him, and destroyed
those who were proud and revolted against him, and he was
the protector of Uttarakhanda, i.e. north-western region of
Indian sub-continent (App. B-33). Exaggerations in regard
to the praise of the kings are commonly found in the inscrip-
tions. However, one can conclude from the above statement
that Sdryamalla was always attentive to save his kingdom from
further disintegration.

Two land grant certificates of Abhayamalla are found
which were issued from Udumbarapurl in 1378 (App. B-34,
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35).42 But these records do not mention Abhayamalla as a
sovereign king. Nor is Udumbarapuri mentioned as a capital
of any kingdom. His name is not associated with the titles of
a sovereign king such as Parambhattaraka and Mahardjadhirdja.
He was Adhiraja (crown prince) at that time. It appears that
Suryamalla had entrusted him with the task to suppress the
revolt of Doti. He appears to have been successful to over-
come that revolt. If he had not been successful, he could not
have issued the land grant charters from Udumbarapurl. Once
again Dotl came under the control of the Khasa Kingdom

during the time of Sdryamalla.

Abhayamalla was, probably, the son of Sdryamalla.
But it is certain that he was the successor of Sdryamalla.
Many courtiers of Prithvimalla and Sidryamalla such as
Achhami Raula, Udayasithha Raula, Srivarma Raula and
Kidi Sejuwal also figure in the land grant charters of
Abhayamalla (App. B-33-41). Two land grants made by
Prithvimalla were also confirmed by Abhayamalla in 1376 and

1383 (App. B-33, 34 and 39).

As discussed earlier, Abhayamalla seems to have played
a successful role to suppress the revolt of Doti. But Doti could
not permanently be subdued. King Nagamalla (son of Niray-
apala) of Doti appears as the sovereign king in 1387.43

The Rise of the Varman Family

Yasovarma had been the most powerful chief minister
during the reign of Prithvimalla (1338-1358). He is mentioned
with great regard along with the king Prithvimalla in the

Patharnaull inscription of Dullu (App. B-23). Prithvimalla,
in his old age, devoted himself to religious activities. He did
not care much in the state affairs. Yasovarml had stronghold
in administration. His descendants maintained their posi-
tion in the reign of SGryamalla. During the time of Abhayam-
alla, they entirely dominated the politics of Sinja. Many
Varmds such as Malayavarm3, Medinlvarma Jayatavarma,
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Srivarma, Sujinavarma, Surulavarma, Harivarma Réijavarma,
Sumeruvarmi, Avantivarma and Anakuvarma are known as the
witnesses of the land grants in the inscriptions of Abhayamalla
(App. B 34-41). These Varmas seem to be the descendants
of Yasovarma.

After Yasovarma, Malayavarma figure prominently in the
politics of Sifja. From the Rainkasdnghu inscription of
Kalikot, dated 1378, it is known that Malayavarma had taken
the title of Raja at that time (App. B-38). A land grant charter
issued by him in 1389, found in Jajarkot, mentions him as the
Maharajadhiraja (App. B-40). He had, probably, established
a separate kingdom, the headquarters of which were Khada-
chakra and Bilispur.44 Abhayamalla, on the other hand, was
the king of Sinja and he seems to be ruling up to 1391 (App.
B 41). Malayavarma, at about 1391-92, captured Sinja and
made his son Medinivarma the Mahamandalesvara (provincial
administrator) of that place.

It appears that after Abhayamalla, Malayavarma be-
came the ruler of the Karnali region. He had controlled the
area from the east of Dotito the west of Gapdaki and from
the south of Taklakhar to the north of the Tarai. After
Malayavarma, according to the chronicle of Raskot, his
knigdom was divided among his sons and Baliraja as follows:46

Malaibamma

Sumeru- Medinibamma Parbatirdya Samhsaribamma, Baliraja, 46

bamma, (Jaktisimha), (Pitambara- King of King of
King of King of varma), Dailekh Jumla
Salyan Jajarkot King of

Dhulikot

(Rukum)

The name of Sumeruvarma as the son of Malayavarma
is also recorded in the Rainkasanghu inscription of Kalikot.
(App. B-38). The existence of Medinivarma, Sarhsiravarma
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and Balir8ja has been authentically proved by the inscriptions.47
Medinivarma was the Mah@mandaleSvara of Sinja in 1393.48
After some years he became the co-ruler of Sinja with Baliraja
as the copper plate charter of 1404, which was jointly issued
by them, mentions both of them as the kings of Sifija.4®
Thereafter, Medinlvarma does not appear in the political scene
of Siija. He is said to have been the king of Jajarkot under
the name of Jaktisithha.50

Sinja and Jumla are the two river valleys separated by
a hill within the reach of one day’s journey. In Jumla,
Balirdja had become the king at about 1400. (App. B-43).
Probably, he was a relative of Malayavarma, and he had
helped Malayavarma in capturing the throne of Abhayamalla.
When the kingdom was divided after Malayavarma, Balirija
got Jumal and after some years Sinja also. Thus, he became
the founder of the rule of Kalyal dynasty and the kingdom
of Jumla.

The Disintegration of the Khasa Kingdom

As noted earlier, Nagaraja founded the Khasa kingdom
sometime at the beginning of the twelfth century. Its glory
was enhanced by his successors. In its heydays, it extended
as a trans-Himalayan empire. But, during the later years of
Prithvimalla’s rule, it began to crumble down into pieces.
The following causes can be attributed to the fall of the
Khasa Kingdom.

1. Prithvimalla, during the early days of his rule, fought
many battles and vanquished many enemies. But in his
old age he retired from active participation in practical
political matters. He devoted most of his time to religi-
ous devotion and philanthropic activities. His apathy
towards state affairs and his adaption of non-violence
ultimately caused the disintegration of his great kingdom
which was being preserved with swords.

2. In the middle of the fourteenth century, under the
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leadership of Chang-Chub Gyaltsen, Tibet regained its
prestige. This king by 1350 had made himself master
of the whole country.5! Thus, in the reign of this king,
South-Western Tibet got freedom from the yoke of the
Khasa suzerainty. The omission of the names of the
Khasa rulers after Prithvimalla by the Tibetan chroni-
cles bear testimony to this fact.

3. King Krachalla and his son ASokachalla had conquered
Kumaon and Garhwal. It is uncertain as to when
these places became independent from the suzerainty of
the Khasa Kingdom. After the conquest of ASokachalla,
the history of Kumaon remains thickly wrapped up in
confusion. We could not find any trace of its soveriegn
status. The Raigaon pillar inscription and other
sources mention that it was Gyanachand who ascended
the throne of Kumaon with repute and significance.
After Asokachalla’s conquest, he was the first ruler who
as a sovereign king ruled only Kumaon for more than
forty-five years (1374-1419).52 Thus, under the able
leadership of Gydnachand, Kumaon once again rose to
a powerful and independent kingdom:.

4. It is certain that Dot was under the control of the
Khasa Kingdom up to the time of Punyamalla (1328-
1337).53 The Palas of Dot might have taken part in
the state affairs of the Khasa Kingdom as local admini-
strators. No evidence is available to prove separate
existence of Doti during the heydays of the Khasa
Kingdom. In 1352 Nirayapala of Doti appeared in the
capacity of a king.»4 But, as stated earlier, Dot7 seems
to have been subjugated once again during the time of
Sdryamalla. Ultimately, Doti gained freedom. Nagamalia,
son of Nirayapala, appeared as the independent king of
Doti in 1387.55

Due to the inconvenience of transport and other diffi-
culties the Khasa rulers had adopted the decentralised
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administrative system. The local chiefs were entrusted with
the task of running the administration of their respective
areas and there were many vassal states. When the central
government of Sifija became weak during the second-half of
the fourteenth century, some of them like South-Western
Tibet and DolT got an opportunity to be free from the control
of the Khasa Kingdom.

5. It appears that when Prithvimalla retired from the active
political life, the courtiers of Sifja were divided into
rival groups in order to take the control of administra-
tion. Yasovarma dominated the others and bacame the
most powerful chief minister of Prithvimalla. His
descendants maintained their predominant positions in
the court of Sinja. During the time of Abhayamalla
their position was more exalted. Abhayamalla did not
have the capacity to get rid of the Varman family.
Ultimately, Malayavarmad8 occupied the throne of
Abhayamalla. Malayavarma had control only over
the area from the east of Dot1 to the west of Gandaki
and from the south of Taklakhar to the north of the
Tarail.

As stated earlier, after Malayavarma his kingdom broke
into a number of small principalities. The Karnali region of
his kingdom was divided among his sons and Baliraja. The
year 1404 witnessed the total extinction of the Khasa Kingdom
when Baliraja became the co-ruler of Sifija with Medinivarma.sé
Thereafter, Medinivarma did not appear in the political scene
of Sifija and Baliraja became the sovereign king of the Jumla
Kingdom. He was the founder of the rule of Kalyal dynasty
in Jumla and he made Svarnarima the capital of his kingdom.
Sifija remained no longer the capital of any kingdom.
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ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM

CHAPTER THREE

The sources for the study of the administrative system of
the Khasa Kingdom are very few. No epigraphic records and
other reliable written documents are available for the study
of this important aspect of polity. Therefore, this topic will
be studied mainly in the light of the titles and designations of
the kings, courtiers and vassal chiefs, and other terms and
words which are found in the contemporary inscriptions of the

Khasa Kingdom.

The Khasa Kingdom in its heydays occupied a vast
territory comprising the diverse topographical regions : the
Himalayas, the hills and the Tarai. Due to unbridged rivers,
snowy mountains and frozen passes the means of transport and
communication connecting distant provinces of the country
with the centre were difficult. Therefore, direct rule in all
provinces was not possible. It appears that only the Karnali
region was under the direct rule of the central government.
There were many vassal states outside the Karnali region which
paid tribute to the Khasa Kingdom. The Khasa kings had
left the defeated kings or chiefs to discharge the functions of
the local administration of their respective areas by themselves.
The administrators of the provinces, under the direct control
of the centre, were appointed by the king. The administrative
organisation of the Khasa Kingdom apparently was as follows:

Rai (King)
|
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Kumaras (Princes)

Mahamandalesvaras Mahamatya  Rajaguru Vassal Kings
and Mandale$varas Amatyas Joisis |
| Senapatis | |

I | I

| I I

! I I I

Adais, Adhikarfs, |

Karkis etc. |
and Rokayas Thapas, Khadgas

| and Ranas

Raitls (Subjects)—— ——————

I
|
Mahataras Paikelas such as |
I
I
|

King, the Benevolent Ruler of the Middle Age

The Khasa rulers adopted Buddhism when they came
in contact with the Tibetan Buddhists. After the foundation
of the Khasa Kingdom in Western Nepal, however, they ruled
the country according to the ideals of Hindu polity. Kings
like Krachalla, AsSokachalla, Punyamalla and Prithvimalla
stated themselves as Paramasaugata, the great devotee of the
Lord Buddha. Punyamalla and Prithvimalla expressed that
they became able to preserve their great kingdom with the
blessing of Buddha (App. B-19, 20, 26). King Asokachalla
took pride in calling himself a abhinavabodhisattvavatara, the
recent incarnation of Bodhisattva. (App. B-2).

According to the Hindu polity, the king is the protector
of the realm and society as the God Almighty protects and
sustains the universe. The Khasa kings, like many Hindu
kings of ancient times, bore the eulogies such as parama-
bhattaraka maharajadhiraja paramesvara, rdajavalinarayana.
asurandarayana, rdjachakrandarayana, garudandrayana, garudad-
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hvajavatdra etc. These eulogies tend to indicate that the
kings were treated as the incarnation of the Devine Visgu.
The one, paramabhattdraka mahdrajadhirdja, was the distinctive
designation of the paramount Hindu rulers.

The king was all in all. He was not only the head of
state but was also the chief administrator. The official bus-
iness was carried by his order. He was also the fountain of
justice. He was the chief judge who heard or decided the cases
that came from his subjects. The Balasvara temple inscription
mentions the king Krachalla as the Dharmaraja, the Supreme
Judge (App. B-1).

Although the king was all powerful. however, he had to
follow the traditional customs and practices. Punyamalla and
Prithvimalla committed themselves to rule the country accord-
ing to the law and polity propounded by the Hindu scholars
and commentators like Gargyiayana, Gautama, Harita and
Apastathva (App. B-19, 20, 26, 30). It appears that they had
accepted the control of the Superior Authority as it is said that
they were able to preserve their great kingdom with the bless-
ing of the Lord Buddha (srighanaradhanadhigata prajyardjya
raksa ksama). The discharged the functions of a benevolent
ruler of the middle age.

The kings were respectful and tolerant to both Hinduism
and Buddhism. They paid special attention to the welfare of
their subjects. Evidences show that they constructed many
water-recepacles. shelters, roads and temples. Sometimes,
the kings went out of the capital for inspection tours and
gathered first hand informations about district administration.
Some orders are found issued from their tour camps.1

The king was the central authority. His power was
delegated to the courtiers, ministers, Mandalesvaras and other
various officers. On the other hand, there were many veassal
kings who were entrusted to run the local administration. It
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is mentioned that Pupyamalla and Prithvimalla had given
instructions to their vassal kings (Adikgita raja diksa $iksa

guru).

Kumaras (Princes)

The reference to the Kumaras is found in almost all the
the land grant certificates of the Khasa Kingdom. The posit-
ion of the princes was next to the king. As eldest son of a king
had the right to occupy the throne after his father, his brothers
were generally appointed in the governmental posts like
Sendpatis (commander—in-chiefs), Mandalesvaras (governors)
and Amdtyas (ministers). In this way, the princes assisted the
king in the state affairs.

Primogeniture was the accepted law of succession to the
throne. A sonless king could adopt his son-in-law or near
relative as his heir-apparent. As discussed earlier, Punyamalla
had succeeded his father-in-law Adityamalla. The tradition of
coronation was also in vogue. The Dullu pillar inscription
mentions the coronation ceremony of Punyamalla (App. B-27,
verse 17).

Emphasis had been given to the education of the Kumaras,
especially to the heir-apparant. The teachers of Asokachalla
were the learned Pandit Misala and a monk named Guchapathi
from Kashmir. (App. B-3). There were many scholars like
Deva Joisi, Jayakara Pandit, Golhapa Joisi, Vidyakara Pandit
and Sivadeva Pandit who taught ethics, law and polity to
Adityamalla, Punyamalla and Prithvimalla. Trainings in
administration and military arts were also given to the Kumadras.
Prince Abhayamalla, as mentioned earlier, appears to have
played a successful role to supress the revolt of Doti during the
time of Sdryamalla.

Mahamatya and Amatyas

Mahamatya was the chief minister while Amatyas were
the ministers. Some frgmentary references to the ministerial
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designations of the Khasa Kingdom are available in the inscrip-
tions. According to the Balesvara temple inscription, King
Krachalla had accompanied his ministers during his invasion of
Kumaon (App. B-1). Sahapapala’s grandfather Mrisibrahma
was the Mahamahattaka (chief-minister) and his father Cha-
tabrahma was the Mahattaka (minister) in the court of the
Khasa Kingdom during the times of Krachalla and
Atokachalla (App. B-4).

In the reign of Prithvimalla (1338-1358), there were
Mahamatya YaSovarma, Mahamdtya Devavarma and Amatya
Jagatisimha working simultaneously. Among them Yasovarma
was the most powerful one. He is mentioned with high regard
in the Patharnauli inscription of Dullu by the Mahamatya
Devavarma of Chhatyal family. (App. B-23). Amatya Jagat-
isthha was also the in charge of maintaining the’trans-Him-
alayan road passing through Dullu and Sinja (App. B-31).
Yasovarma was also employed as the Mahdmandale$vara of
Achham for sometime (App. B-25). Sujanavarma was the
Mahamdtya in the court of Abhayamalla (App. B-39). Since
the reign of Prithvimalla, many other members of the Varman
family, and the persons having Raula titles figure frequently as
the witnesses of the land grant charters. Some of them were
the Amdtyas in the administration. Their main duty was to
assist the king in his state affairs. Also, they had to take part
in the warfare in the capacity of commander of the army.
Sometimes, they were appointed as the Mandale§vara to run
the administration of the Mandalas (districts).

Mandalikas or Maundalesvaras

Inscriptions of the Khasa Kingdom give some references
to the Mapdalikas, Mandaladhi$as and Mandale$varas. Eight
Mandalikas and two Rdauttardjas mentioned in the Bllesvara
temple inscription, are stated as the friends and ministers of the
king Krachalla. They had accompained the king during his
invasion of Kumaon (App. B-1).
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Medinivarma was the Mahamandalesvara of Sinja in 1393
and Sarhsaravarma was the Mandalika of Dullu in 1395.2
As the Mandalesvara was a title conferred on such powerful
persons of the kingdom, it seems to be a very important
position of that period. Sometimes royal princes, at times
senior officials and occasionally defeated kings were employed
as Mandalesaras.

The Mandalikas, Mandalesvaras and Mandalahifas were
the same designations. They were the governors of the
Mandalas similar to that of the districts of present Nepal.
Also, there seems no difference between Mandales§vara and
Mahamandalesvara as the Raja is often regarded as the
Maharajadhiraja. The Mandalesvaras were responsible to the
king and wused to visit the capital from time to time in order
to get the instructions from the sovereign. The kanakapatra
of Prithvimalla mentions that Mandaladhisas offered presents
and loyalty to the king (App. B-26). They were required to
send military contingents to the king in his military underta-
kings. Sometimes, they had to take part in the warfare.

Patra, Bhatta and Sigga

Some persons having Patra, Bhatta and .S‘i,s,ta titles such
as Patra Sathkaradeva, Patra Trailokyabrahma, Bhatta
Paduma, Bhatta Damodara, Bhatta Narayanpa, Sista Raghava
and Sista Mahipukala are known from the inscriptions of
Krachalla and Asokachalla (App. B-1, 3,4). They appear
to be the prominent courtiers. Bhattas were, probably, the
Dharmadhikaras, the royal chaplains. The Bhdra appears to
be the perverted form of the Bhatta. Some persons like Hiru
Bhata, Rachhu Bhata and Saichu Bhata figure as the
witnesses in the land grant certificates of Prithvimalla and
Abhayamalla (App. B-22, 39).

Bhandari

The term ‘Bandari’ is a corrupt form of the Sanskrit
word Bhdndagarika, the meaning of which is treasurer.



69

Sahanapdla was the Bhdndagdrika in the court of Aéokachalla.
The Bhandagdrinas bore witness in a land grant of Pupyamalla.
(App. B-19, 20). Many Bhandiris also figure in the
inscriptions of Privthvimalla. Since it was the title of the
treasurer of the state, it was an important designation of the
kingdom.

Rajagurus and Joisls

The Rdjaguru (preceptor of the king) of ASokachalla
was a learned man whose name was MGsSala. Golhapa Joist
was the teacher of Prithvimalla. He was also an astrologer
who made Prithvimalla’s horoscope and got the land grant
from the king (App. B-26). Jaisi is the corrupt form of Joisi
and Jyotist the meaning of which is an astrologer. As stated
earlier, at present in Western Nepal, the Jaisis belong to a
sub-caste among the hill Brahmanas. Many Joisis figure
prominently in the inscriptions of the Khasa Kingdom. They
were learned persons having excellent knowledge in Sanskrit.
They were the authors of the highly florid Sanskrit language of
the inscriptions. They were granted with honour the tax-free
Birta lands from the kings.3 They were obliged to advise the
kings to rule the country according to the ethics and polity
propounded by the earlier Hindu scholars.

Lekhakas

It was the title of an officer who was appointed to write
public documents. According to the Mudedeval inscripticn
of Dullu, there were many Lekhakas during the time of
Prithvimalla, among them Istiddsa was the chief one. (App.
B-29). He is also known from the Kuchivihar inscription of
Achham (App. B-24).

Preksaka

The title ‘Pekhaka’ is known from the inscriptions of
Punpyamalla and Abhayamalla. Itis the perverted form of
Preksaka, meaning an onlooker. Probably, Preksaka was the
inspector or an officer of intelligence. He might have been
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entrusted with the task of sending information to the central
government. In some of the available royal charters of the
Khasa Kingdom, they are placed before the other officers
like Adhikdraris and Kdrkis. This suggests that Preksaka was
an important functionary of the Khasa Kingdom.

Adai

This officer figures in the inscriptions of Punyamalla and
Prithvimalla. The Adai was, probably, the supervisor of the
crown lands known as Sera.4 There would have been many
arable Serd lands. For example, a terrian field near the Sinja
royal palace area is called Sera even today. The agricultural
produces of Serd lands were appropriated by the royal family.

AdhikarT and KarkI

In ancient Nepal, the governmental officers were called
Adhikrita.® In the Khasa Kingdom also the Adhikdri seems
to be an official who combined judicial and administrative
functions. The title ‘Karki’ seems originated from the words
Karanika or Karika, an executive officer especially related to
the public incomes.

In the land grant charters of the Khasa Kingdom,
Preksaka, Adai, Adhikari, Karki, Khadga, Buda, Budathapa,
Thapa, Rana, Mahatara and Rokdya working at Humla, Dang,
Jumla, Dullu, Kudna, Palanta, Raskot, Chhidya, Sirkot, Gum
Bajura, are addressed as the local functionaries. Among
them, Adhikari and Karki were the officers of an administrative
unit bigger than a village and smaller than a Mandala or
Visaya (district), which may be called a Dara (sub-district).
The Adhikari discharged the administrative and judicial
functions of the Dara. He worked under the supervision of
the Mandalesvara. The Karki was, probably, an associate to
Adhikari in the fiscal administration of a Dara.

Mahatara and Rokaya

Mahatard was the village headman and Rokéya was his
subordinate in the village level administration of the Khasa
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Kingdom. He had also to take part in the warfare if called
for. Some virastambhas (herostones) are found established in
commemoration of the Mahatdras who died in fighting.6
Mahattaras (the elders) were the members of the village council
in the ancient Indian states.?” The village headman of the
Tharus in Dang-Deukhuri is called Mahato even today.8
The Rokdya was also an important person in the village
administration. His main duty was to receive or entertain the
guests, especially the state officials who paid inspection tours.
The Jagir land known as Rokdya Alo was given to the Rokdya
as his emolument.®

MILITARY ADMINISTRATION
King, The Supreme Commander of the Army

The king was the supreme commander of the armed
forces. The Khasa kings were themselves great warriors.
Though they were the devout followers of Buddhism, a
faith based on non-violence, they kept their army strong
and effective. The Khasas were well known warriors from
the ancient times. Their military morale became more exalted
during the days of the Khasa Kingdom. The Khasa rulers
often themselves led their troops in the invasions. For inst-
ance, Krachalla and Asokachalla in the conquests of Kumaon
area, and Jitirimalla and Adityamalla during their invasions
of the Nepal valley had commanded their armies.

As stated earlier, the Khasa kings had compelled many
small kings of the neighbouring countries to accept their
suzerainty. Some Khasa kings had plundered the wealth of
the Nepal valley. Sometimes, they abducted the wives and
daughters of the defeated kings. Itissaid, ‘His (A$oka-
challa’s) nails were tinged with the vermilion on the foreheads
of the wives of inimical princes.”” (App. B-2).

King Asokachalla was proud of his ‘encompassing force’.
Krachalla, Punyamalla, Prithvimalla and Abhayamalla are

stated as the best archers. In the skill of bowmanship,
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Krachalla is compared with the Hindu mythological heroes
such as Rama, Bhisma and the Pandavas (App. B-1).

Senapati, the Commander of the Army

The Gopesvara trident inscription mentions that generals
and captains had accompained the king Asokachalla in his
invasion of Kumaon (App. B-2). Often the royal princes,
sometimes Amatyas, Mandalesvaras and the other administra-
tive officers also acted as the commanders of the armed
forces.

Many persons having Raula title figure in the land grant
certificates as the witnesses. Some powerful personalities like
Malayavarma, Medinivarma, Samsirvarma and Balirdja had
taken this title. The Challa and the Malla were the titles of
the kings and the princes, and the Rauld was the title of the
high ranking feudatories including the relatives of the royal
family. When military forces were the main sources of political
power, the Raulas had almost monopolised the post the
Sendpati.

Paikelae, the Warriors

The references to the Paikelae like Thapas, Khadgas,
Ranas, and Budas are found in the land grant certificates.
Thapas and Khadgas are also known from the commemoration
pillars established in honour of the Paikeldis who died in
fightings. These pillars are known as Virastambhas (hero-
stones). The Satkhambha inscriptions of Dullu mention :

Be it auspicious. Yasu Thapa, son of Bhimadeva,
established the herostone in 1256 Sake Era ........

Be it auspicious. Dhamu Khadga, son of Bhimadeva,
established the herostone in 1256 Sake Era. 10.

Thus the two sons of Bhimadeva, namely Yasu and
Dhamu had taken the titles T/hapa and Khadgd respectively.
Khadga is the corrupt form of the Sanskrit word Khadgagraha
meaning the holder of sword. Therefore, Kfhadgas were the
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posts of soldicrs who fought with sword. Thdpds were also
the military personnels since they had established herostones.
Yasu Thapa, Basu Thapa and Réija Thapa are known from
the inscriptions of the herostones.)! Many Magars were
also employed in the army as they had family surnames such
as Thapdas Thapa, Rana, Buda and Bndhathoki.

During the times of war the Paikelas took part in it, and
in times of peace they lived in the countryside cultivating their
own fields. The folklores of the Karnali region speak highly
of the courage and bravery of the Paikelds. The member of
the Paikeld houses helped the king in times of need as the
Samurais of medieval Japan had done. The carvings of the
horse rider Paikelds on many wayside stone pillars (Fig. 16)
are still to be seen all over the Karnali region.

Weapons of War

Bow and arrow, sword and spear, and Pdia (rope) were
the main weapons of war. (App. B-1). The land grant
charters of Prithvimalla and Abhayamalla state that their
enemies were shot dead by arrows shot from the bows (App.
B-26, 36, 37). The carvings of Paikelis are seen holding
weapons like spear and sword. They are depicted defending
with armour, shield and helmet (Figs. 2, 16, 19). Horses
were commonly used in the battle-fields. One can sce many
carvings of horse-rider Paikelds on the stone pillars. Horses
are also seen covering with armour (Fig. 16).

JUDICIAL CUSTOMS
The Traditional Sources of Justice

Almost all the kings took pride in being called well
versed in various Dharmasastars (the Hindu scriptures).
Many Hindu scholars got patronage in the court. They had
to advise the kings to discharge the administration of justice
according to the laws of holy Hindu texts. The inscriptions
mention that laws, ethics and polity propounded by the
ancient Hindu scholars like Gargyayapa, Gautama, Atri,
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Harita and Apastahba, were the main basis of the judicial
administration of the Khasa Kingdom.

The sayings of the Smritis and Purdnas have been exactly
quoted in the inscriptions :

The donor of lands dwells in heaven for sixty thousand
years, but the resumer and his counsellor remain in hell
for the same number of years.

The appropriator of a village, a gold coin, or one inch
of ground, enters into hell to remain there for the reign-
ing period of fourteen Indras.

Whoever resumes lands given either himself or others,
may he be born asa worm to remain in filth for full
sixty thousand years.

One who would maintain and improve one’s own dona-
tion or others’ donation would enjoy the blessings of
gods and goddesses.

The people and the rulers were much religious minded.
They believed that if any sin was committed they would suffer
in the hell. They were more frightened of sins than legal
punishment. The discharge of justice might be misled but the
offender, as they thought, could not spare himself in any way
from Dharmardja, the Supreme Judge. The concept of hell
and heaven made them strictly follow the then prevalent
Hindu code of conduct.

Legal Punishment

An inscription of Sinja mentions that Ripumalla had written
a book on polity. (App. B-14). That book might have in-
cluded many references to the administration of justice but
the book is not available so far. The murder of Brahmana,
infanticide, killing of women, cow-slaughter and the offence
against the king or the act of treason were considered most
heinous crimes. Severe punishments like death sentence and
confiscation of the property were prescribed for such offences
from the ancient period.

The king SGryamalla took pride in calling himself the
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secizure of the whole property of the proud and rebel kings
(sagarva raja sarvasvaharana pravina—(App. B-33) Adityamalla
and Punyamalla declared that corporal punishments including
one dhdrni or 100 rolds of gold as a fine would be inflicted if
the royal orders relating the security of Taghwai monastery
were violated (App. B-17, 18).

Some punishments such as dandakunda, petall, chor? and
jarl are mentioned in the land grant charters (App. B-26).
Judicial fines and corporal punishments were collectively
known as dandakunda. Petali was, probably, the punishment
for abortion. Chort and jari were the names of punishments
inflicted on theft and elopement respectively. However, sour-
ces so far available have not stated more elaborately about the
laws and the administration of justice of the Khasa Kingdom.

ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS
The administrative system of the Khasa Kingdom was
the decentralised one. Its organisational structure appears to

have been as follows :
The Kingdom

I
Capitals (Sinja and Dullu)
I

|
Visayas or Mandals (Districts) Vassal States
Daras (sub-districts)

Villages

Sinja, the Summer Capital

The valley of Sinja is situated in the Jumla district of
Far-Western Nepal. The valley is fertile and looks beautiful.
On the eastern side of the valley, there is a small hill, Lama-
thada, where the ruins of the royal palace can still be seen.
Sinja was the main seat of adminstration and Dullu was also
the headquarter especially for winter season. Sinja lies at the
distance of about 100 kilometers from Dullu. It is situated
approximately 9,500 feet above sea level. Unlike Dullu, this
valley remains snow covered in the winter.
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Sinja, being the capital of the powerful kingdom, had
become a prosperous city. Many inscriptions mention Sinja
as ‘Srimatl sefijabhidhdnavara nagare’. The royal palace of
Limathada was of four imposing dimensions and white washed
one. The heaps of ruins lying to the east and southern slopes
of the royal palace area show that they were many secretarial
complexes and barracks of body-guards.

Dullu, the Winter Capital

References to Dullu as the capital of the Khasa Kingdom
is found in the Balesvara temple inscription of Krachalla,
dated December 1223 (App. B-1). Prithvimalla had issued
one land grant charter from Sinja in the month of Sravana
(July-August) and another from Dullu in the month of Marga
(November-December) (App. B-26, 30). Therefore, Sinja
and Dullu seem to be the summer and winter capitals of the
Khasa Kingdom. The famous pillar inscription (Kirtistarhabha)
of Prithvimalla having the genezlogy of the Khasa rulers is
still standing on the roadside of the Dullu hill (Fig. 1)

Visayas or Mandalas

According to the pillar inscription of Dullu, sometimes
during the medieval period, Mahipala and Bisvapala had been
the administrators of Goha Visaya and Jhumkar Visaya. The
districts such as Achham, Jumla, Dailekh and Suvarpabhim1i
(South-Western Tibet) were known as Mandalas which were
governed by the Mandalesvaras or the Mandalikas.

Deras and Villages

The term ‘Dard’ does not occur in the contemporary
records. However, from the references of the inscriptions, it
can be known that the area, where the Adhikari was the
administrator, was similar to that of a Dara (Garkha in
Mahakalt Zone and Thum in mid-western and Eastern Nepal).
Until recently, the administrative unit bigger than a villages
and smaller than a district, was known as Dara in the Kar-
nali region.12  Such units mentioned in the inscriptions of the
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Kha$a Kingdom were : UparT Jumla (Sifji Dara), Talt Jumla
(Panchsaya Dara), Raskot, Palaiita, Dang, Dullu, Hum and
Bajru.l3 Within a Dara there were many villages. As men-
tioned earlier, Mehatara was the chief functionary of the
village administration and Rokdya was his subordinate.

After Adokachalla, the direct rule of the central govern-
ment seems to have been confined to the Karnali region.
Only the places such as Ukuft (Darchuld) in the west, Humla
in the north and Dang in the south are recorded in the land
grant charters issued by the successors of ASokachalla. (App.
B-19, 20, 25). The territories of the Khasa Kingdom, outside
the Karnali region, were administered by the vassal chiefs.
Such vassal kings were the Gurung and Magar tribal chiefs in
the Gandaki region and local chiefs of South-Western Tibet.

REFERENCES
1. Two land grant charters are found issued by Punyamalla

from his tour camp of Piutharpu (App. B, 19-20).
2. Yogi Naraharinath, Itihasa Praka$a, Vol. II, Pt. 1
(Kathmandu: Itihasa Prakasaka Sathgha, 2013 B. S.),

pp. 106-107.
3. Some of the Joisi Brahmanas who got land grants:

N e i e R g
1. | Adityamalla| Sons of Deve JoisT — 1243
2. | Punyamalla | Jaydkara Pandit Golhana Joist | 1258
3. | Prithvimalla| Golhana Joisi Sivadeva Pandit| 1278
4. | Prithvimalla | Devaraja JoisT Juthadeva Joisi| 1280
5. | Stryamalla | Jutha JoisT — 1289
6. | Abhayamlla| Jayabrahma JoisT |Dharmdasaloisi| 1298
7. | Abhayamalla| Siru Joisl Vidyakara 1299
8. | Abhayamalla] Pudu, Tilu and Dharmadasa 1299

Sirkanthu Joist JoisT
9. | Abhayamallal Son of Jaydkara Vidyakara Joisi] 1313




78

10.
11.
12.
13.

Nirala History Series-2

M. C. Regmi, A Study in Nepali Economic History (New
Delhi: Manjusri Publishing House, Reprint in 1978),
p. 225.

Dhanavajra Bajracharya, Lichchhavi kalka Abhilekh
(Kathmandu: I N A S, 2040 B. S.), pp. 122-123.

Yogi Naraharinath, n. 2, p. 221.

A.S. Altekar, Srate and Government in Ancient India
(Delhi: Motilal Banarasidas, 1972), p. 119.

Dor Bahadur Bista, People of Nepal (Kathmandu: Ratna
Pustak Bhandar, 2nd edition, 1972), p. 119.

Yogi Naraharinath, n. 2, pp. 115-117. Even at present
in the Karnali region, the Rokdva provides foods and
shelter to the government officials and other guests.
He takes only the price of food grain. This responsibi-
lity is carried on turn by turn by the villagers. Itis
known as ‘“‘Rokaya palo”.

Ibid, pp. 219-220.

Ibid,

Yogi Naraharinath, n. 2, pp. 13-20.

Ibid, pp. 50-111,



SOCIETY AND CULTURE

CHAPTER FOUR

Western Nepal witnessed a great change in the society
during the early medieval period. The social interactions led
by the encroachment of the Khasa people were the special
phenomena of this period in this area. The rapid assimilation
and accomodation of the races, religions, cultures and
languages which occurred in this region was never seen before
or after this age.

The Khasa kings were the great devotees of the Lord
Buddha but they had equal respect for Hinduism. So Buddhism
as well as Hinduism flourished in their kingdom. A sense of
harmony and toleration developed between the followers of
these faiths. The PahadT language which is known as Khasa
language also emerged at that time. It bore a great impact of
the Sanskrit language from the south. The Khaéas gained
political power and eventually dominated the socicty of West-
ern Nepal. As mentioned earlier, the Pahadi caste groups of
Nepal owe their origin largely to the Khasa stock.

The Caste System

The Khasas were gradually being Indianised even before
the beginning of their influx into Western Nepal from the west,
that is from Kumaon around the middle of the first millennium
A.D. The Aryan people of the Indian plains who preceded or
followed the Khasas to come to this region assimilated them-
selves in the Pahadi caste groups of which the Khasas constitu-
ted the dominating bulk. Most of the non-Mongoloid people
of Western Nepal adopted the Hindu caste system.
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Brahmanas-According to the Hindu classification of the
caste system, the main duty of the Brihmapas was to perform
religious ceremonies. They were learned men holding posts of
priests and teachers. They were highly respected in the society.
In the Balesvara temple inscription, a Brahmana named Bhatta
Narayapa is adorned as well versed in many branches of
knowledge (App. B-1). Two other Bhatta Brahmanas, Damo-
dara and Paduma, got respectful place in the court of Asoka-
challa (App. B-3). The Bhatia was the title of the royal
chaplain.

Prasida Golhana Joisl was the teacher of Prithvimalla.
He was the astrologer who made the horoscope of the latter
(App. B-26). The Brahmanpas like Jayakara and Vidyakara
were given the title of Pandit. It was the title of a Brahmana
scholar. The other titles of the Brahmanas, Acharya and
Upadhyaya, were the titles of religious preceptors. (App. B-4).
The astrologer Brahmapas were known as Joists,

The Brahmanas exerted influence in the royal court and
enjoyed many previlages. They were bestowed with honour
the vrirtis, that is Birtd lands exempt from all taxes. The vrittis
were never to be confiscated. Murder and enslavement of a Bra-
hmana was considered a heinous crime. It has been stated in an
inscription, ‘‘he who saves the cow from swamp, the Brahmana
women from slavery, vritti from abolition and Brahmanpa
from murder, gets liberation from the sins of his whole life’’.
(App. B-26). The Brahmanas also occupied many important
governmental posts like Adhikari. Karki and Bhandari. These
official titles changed into family names in course of time.
Even at present, many Brdhmana families have these family
names.

Ksatriyas-The Ksatriyas were the people of ruling and
warrior class. The Palas who ruled over the Karnali region
before Nagaraja, were the Ksatriyas migrated from the Indo-
Gangetic plains. An inscription of Bodh Gaya mentions
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Sahapapdla, a courtier of Asokachalla, as ‘the light of Kgatriya
kula’ (App. B-4). It appears that with the foundation of the
Khasa Kingdom, the Pélas of the Karnali region were reduced
to the position of feudatories. There were matrimonial
alliances between the ruling Khasa family and the Palas. For
instance, Punyamalla of the Pala family married Sakunamilé,
the daughter of the Khasa king Adityamalla. The Khasa
rulers regarded themselves as ‘pure’ Ksatriyas after they be-
come a political power. Many of the Baisi Thakurls seem to
be the descendants of the Khasa Malla rulers of Sinja. Many
Varmds and Raulds who occupied important positions like
Amatyas, Mandalesvatas and Sendpatis were the members or
near relatives of the ruling Khasa family.

On the other hand, the Paikelds (warriors) like Thapas,
Khadgas, Ranas and Budhas were recruited mainly from the
ordinary Khasa and Magara communities. Both groups of the
Khasa, Tagadharis Matwalis, could get the post of the Paikela.

Vaisyas-No epigraphic records show the presence of the
Vaysya people in this kingdom at that time. Therefore, it
appears that the Pahadi caste groups had no Vaisya caste.

Siidras-An inscription of Baliréja records a Damal (tailor)
and a Tamota (copper-smith).! The references to Sarki
(cobbler) are also found in a copper plate of 1450.2 These were
the lower class and untouchable people known as Sadras.

The Position of Women in the Society

The women of the upper starta of the society were
respectful. Many inscriptions of the Khasa Kingdom write:
“Santapura.. schirath jayatu’” (Antapura will also be victor-
ious). The Antapura was the living place of the queens. Two
wives of Prithvimalla, Dharmamild and DIpamala. were
regarded as the Bhum! and Sri of the Divine Visau. (App.
B-27). Krachalla, in his Kumaon inscription, does not
mention his father's name but his mother Sird has been
praised as the most prominent lady. (App. B-1).
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Chastity and faithfulness were considered the best
qualities of an ideal woman. The Kumaon inscription of
Krachalla mentions, ““The quality of charity and other virtue
is excellent, but more so is she who is addicted to her duties
and ever faithfully devoted to her lord (husband).”” (App. B-1).
In the kanakapatra of Prithvimalla, the term ‘gosai’ is
associated with the name of a woman named Taradevi. The
word ‘gosdi’ denotes her high position. Very respectable
persons of the society were addressed as gosaijyii. An inscri-
ption of Ghodaésain village of Achham reads, “Sri Taradevis-
chiram jayatu.” Therefore, Taradevl seems to have been
another prominent lady of the Khasa Kingdom. The ‘maila’
was the surname of the female members of the royal family.
Sakunamald was the mother of Pritvimalla, his sister was
Chandramalla and his queens were Dharmamala and
Dipamald. Ratriamald was the queen of Malayavarma (App.

B-38).

The kings and nobles kept many wives and concubines.
Sometimes, wives and daughters of the defeated kings were
also taken forcibly. The Gopesvara trident inscription of
Asokachalla bears witness to this fact. Among the thirty taxes,
one jarikar is also mentioned (App. C). The word jari denotes
that women had the right to divorce. But this right was
probably confined to the lower starta of the society. The
slavery of women was in vogue. But the Brahmapa women
were never to be enslaved (App. B-26). A tax called mudali is
recorded in some land grant certificates. The meaning of
muda is head, and most probably mudali was a tax imposed on
women of certain Himalayan tribes (App. C).

No evidence is found as regards the female education.
A few references regarding to the religious activities of women
are available. Sira, the mother of Krachalla, was the protec-
tress and benefactress of cows and Brahmanas. Sauka
Karkyani and her husband built a temple of Buddha during
the time of Asokachalla (App. B-6; Fig. IX).
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The Followers of Buddhism and Hinduism

Western Nepal was the contact zone of Hindu and
Buddhist civilisations. During the early medieval period,
Buddhism was flourishing in Tibet while it was being uprooted
from the plains of India due to the renaissance of Hinduism.
But, at the same time, both religions were flourishing in
Western Nepal.

In the north of the Himalayas, during the seventh
century, Tibet emerged as a strong and unified kingdom
under the leadership of Srong-tsan Gampo. By then, Tibetan
people adopted Buddhism. Many Buddhist scholars from
Nepal and India were invited to preach religion in Tibet.
Buddhism prospered by the fostering care of Srong-tsan
Gampo and his successors. Many monasteries were establi-
shed' in Tibet for the propagation of Buddhism. Among them,
the Sakya monastery of Western Tibet was one of the princi-
pal seats of Buddhist learning. But Tibet fell into great
disorder after the assassination of Lang Darma in 842.
Following the disturbances in Tibet, some Khasas reached
South-Western Tibet, and in course of time the Khasa chiefs
emerged as the ruling kings. They were the forefathers of
Nagaraja, the founder of the Khasa Kingdom in Western
Nepal. The Khasa who came in the contact with the Tibetan
Buddhists adopted Buddhism.

There are many evidences to suggest that the Khasas
adopted Buddhism only when they came in contact with
Tibetan Buddhists. Tibetan chronicles notice that Nagaraja
and Devaraja, who had Sanskritised names, had been Buddhist
monks in Tibet (App. A). The Buddhist chant ‘om mani
padme hur® which is usually found inscribed at the top of
stone pillar inscriptions of the Khasa Kingdom, is written in
Tibetan script Fig. I). Tibetan impressions are also reflected
in the art and architecture of the Karnali region. The clay-
tablets found in Sinja (Figs. VII and XX) resemble the Tibetan
clay-tablets belonging to the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.3



84 Nirala History Series-2

The Vajrayana sect of Buddhism which originated in Bengal
was adopted by the Tibetans later on. It had great impact
on the religious life of the people of the Karnali region
during the early medieval period.

Nagaraja and his successors were the ardent devotees of
the Lord Buddha. The feudals and courtiers like Sauna Karki,
Yasovarma, Devavarma and Malayavarma also had shown
their deep respect to Buddhism (App. B-6, 23, 24, 25, 38).
Buddhist art and architecture are commonly found in the
Karnali region. King Prithvimalla who ruled the country
during the later phase, built many Chaityas but no Hindu
temples. All the architectural works of that period, except the
Vinayaka Patichadeval of Aksayamalla, are related to Buddh-
ism. In the land grant certificates issued in the names of the
Hindu Brahmapas and drafted also by the Brahmanas,
Buddhism found a due place. The trinity of Buddhism (Buddha,
Dharma and Sarhgha) is the witness of the land grants.
The prominent kings like Krachalla, ASokachalla, Pupyamalla
and Prithvimalla have stated themselves as parama-saugata,
the great devotee of Lord Buddha. Therefore, Buddhism seems
to have been the court religion of the Khasa Kingdom.

However, there was no discrimination between Hindus
and Buddhists. The Khasa kings were extremely tolerant in
the matter of religion. The Brahmanas declared the Khasa
rulers as the living incarnation of Divine Visnu. By the efforts
of the Brahmanas, Hinduism began to prosper in the kingdom:.
From the epigraphic evidences it appears that Hinduism was
also gaining ground in the court of the Khasa Kingdom since
the reign of Krachalla (1207-1223).

The Balesvara temple inscription of Krachalla provides
an example of the religious toleration of the Khasa rulers. The
inscription mentions Krachalla as an ardent devotee of Lord
Buddha (parama-saugata). At the same time he equally revered
Ekrudra Balesvara, the Hindu deity, by offering worship and
donating land. The inscription states, ““The donor of lands
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gains (the favour) of Aditya, Varuga, Brahma and Visnu, as
also of Soma, Hutdsana and the god holding the trident in his
hand.” Furthermore, the inscription endows Krichalla with
all the qualities of the Hindu legendary heroes such as Rama,
Bhisma and Dharma (App. B-1). His mother Sira, as the
same Inscription states, was the protectress and benefactress of
cows and Brahmanas. According to a chronicle of Tibet,
Krachalla had established an image of Maitreya and Maiijusrl
made of gold (App. A).

Asokachalla is addressed as abhinava bodhisatvavatara, the
recent incarnation of Bodhisatva, in his inscription of
Gopesvara. Other two inscriptions mention him as pravara
mahdyana yayinah, the staunch follower of the Mahayana sect
of Buddhism. (App. B 2, 3, 4). His teacher Mus$ala, his you-
nger brother Da$aratha and his courtiers were also Buddhists.
Many Buddhist scholars like Guchapathi of Kashmir, had got
patronage in his court. He established an image of Buddha
in Bodh Gaya and an arrangement was made by him to offer
regular worship to Mahabodhi. Though ASokachalla was the
follower of Buddhism, he had the great respect for the
Hindu deities. For instance, he had erected tridents (the arm

of Siva) in Garhwal (App. B-2, 5).

The Khasa rulers had attacked the valley of Nepalon a
number of occasions. They fired the cities, looted the wealth
of royal palace and people but Hindu temples and Buddhist
shrines were respected by them. Jitirimalla and Ripumalla
offered worship and treasury to Pasupatinatha, Matsyendranatha
and Svayarhbhiinatha. Ripumalla visited Lumbini and
Kapilvastu en route from Sinja to Kathmandu (App. B-11, 13),

The use of ‘O mani padme hum’ is fonud in the Lumbini
Kapilvastu inscriptions of Ripumalla. This Buddhist chant is
usually found inscribed at the top of the stone pillar inscript-
ions of the Khas$a rulers. The followers of the Mahiyana sect
of Buddhism whirl the Dharmachakra and count the serics of
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beads muttering this chant. Accordingly, Ripumalla, Taradevi,
Prithvimalla, Ya¢ovarma, Devavarma, Jayasithha and Mala-
yavarma inscribed this chant at the top of their stone inscript-
ions which testifies their faith in Buddhism.4 Ripumalla was
a very religious and learned king. He had copied a Buddhist
text entitled Laghuratnatraya (App. B-14). Another Buddhist
text, Abhisamaydlankara, found in a monastery of Tibet and
copied from Surkhet in 1370 B.S., mentions him as
Rajardjesvara Lokesvara (App. B-12). Adityamalla in his
boyhood lived at the éékya monastery of Western Tibet for
sometime. Pratipamalla chose to be a monk rather than a
king.5

Punyamalla and Prithvimalla state themselves as the
great devotees of Lord Buddha, but they were committed to
rule according to the ethics and polity of holy Hindu texts.
Golhana, the teacher of Prithvimalla, was a Brahmana. Many
learned Hindu scholars got patronage in the court. Since
the reign of Prithvimalla (1338-1358), orthodox Hindu gods
like Brahma. Visnu and Siva were introduced as the witnesses
of the land grants. However, even after Prithvimalla, Buddhism
maintained its position in the court. Abhayamalla and Mala-
yavarma bulilt a Buddhist monastery consisting of eighteen
Gombas in Khojarnatha.

After the fall of the Khasa Kingdom, Hinduism began to
supercede Buddhism. Due to lack of fostering care of the Baisi
and Chaubisi rulers, the influence of Buddhism slowly declined
and was confined only to the higher Himalayan valleys.

The Places of Pilgrimage

Mount Kailasa, the abode of Siva, the holy Manasa lake
(Manasarovar) of Western Tibet, situated at the altitude of
about 14,000 feet and Khojarandtha (Khecharatirtha of
Sanskrit literature) were and are still the most sacred places of
pilgrimages for both the Hindu and the Buddhists. Hindu
pilgrims from the south used to visit these places after travers-



87

ing the difficult passes of snowy range. The chronicle of
Raskot mentions that Malayavarma had built a big monastery
in Khojaranatha.

Having many sacred centres in its surroundings, Dullu
was venerated as a holy place of pilgrimage at that time. The
holy sites-Sirasthana, Navisthina and Padukasthina were
called trayavaisvanarajvaliksetra, thrce centres of Agni or the
god of fire, where natural gas flames were burning constantly
shooting from the ground (Fig. 7b). Among them, two are
burning till now and one (of Padukasthan) is extinguished. An
inscription of Prithvimalla mentions Durlanghyanagara (Dullu)
as paramapavana, the most holy place. Prithvimalla had
introduced a fair called Harisainkari in the aforesaid holy
sites of Dullu (App. B-30). Kaikrevihar of Surkhet was also
an important religious centre of Buddhist pilgrimages. Today
only the heaps of ruins of that great Vihar are lying scattered
(Figs. 3, 10, 13, 22, 23). But they help to discover a highly
flourished civilisation of the historic past.

The religious importance of Lumbini and Kapilvastu was
not the less. King Ripumalla visited these sites en route Sinja
to Kathmandu. Khojarnith and Sakya monastery of Western
Tibet were renowned cantres of Buddhist pilgrimage. Many
Buddhist pilgrims of Tibet used to visit Lumbinl, Kapilvastu,
Saranath and Bodh Gaya through the trans-Himalayan route
which passed via. Sifija and Dullu. BadarTnath, Kedaranath
and Muktinath were other important holy sites. The insript-
jons of the Jumla Kingdom contain the expressions like $ri 1
badarinatha jayati and muktindtha sahdya.? The deity of
Muktinath was venerated as the Lokesvara by the Buddhists
and as Narayana by the Hindus.

Ceremonies and Festivals

The karmakanda, the Hindu science of rituals, had presc-
ribed various ceremonies to be performed in the Hindu society.
Even the Buddhist kings, courtiers and officials followed the
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Hindu customs and traditions. An inscription of Malayavarma,
dated 1389, mentions wljo, mailo, saradhya, dasai and tiyar (App.
B-40). Uijo denotes the Hindu samskaras like nvarana (name
giving ceremony), vratabandha (the sacred thread investure
ceremony of twice-born Hindu castes) and marriage. Mailo
denotes funeral rites. Dasaifi and Tiyar (Tihdra) are the names
of Hindu festivals. The Harisankaritatra was a religious
ceremony held on the first day of the month of Marge when
prople used to visit the three holy sites of Dullu (App. B-30).
There seems no discrimination between Vaisnavism and
$aivism as Hari and Sadkari jointly denote a ceremony. Kuse
Aumsi, Chaite DaSaifi, Mesa Somkranti, Karkata Samkranti,
Makara Samkranti and Bauddha Piarnima are some other tradi-
tional festivals of Western Nepal.

Education and Learning

Epigraphic records show that the Khasa kings and their
courtiers, Braihmanas and other administrative functionaries
were educated. But no evidence throws light on the education
of women and ordinary people. Brahmanas were the teachers,
astrologers and priests. The Kumaon inscription of Krachalla
states that a Brahmapa named Bhatta Nardyna was well versed
in many branches of knowledge (App. B-1). The titles of cont-
emporary Brahmanas such a Achdarya (professor), Upddhyaya
(preceptor), Joisi (astrologer) and Pandita (learned person)
tend to show that the Brahmanas were highly educated. The
Hindu Brahmanas as well as Buddhist monks had adorned the
court of the Khasa Kingdom.

The eulogy makers of Pumyamalla, Prithvimalla and
Abhayamalla such as Golhana Joisi, Sivadeva Pandita,
Juthadeva Joisi, Dharmaraj: JoisT were the learned Brihmanas
who possessed profound knowledge of Sanskrit language.
These eulogies are written in highly florid Sanskrit. Sumati,
the composer of the Dullu pillar inscription, Istidasa and
Dharmadasa were other educated persons having excellent
knowledge of Sanskrit. (App. B-23, 24).
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The kings were not only skilled in the science of warfare
(fastra). but also well versed in ethics and polity (§dstra).
Punyamalla and Prithvimalla are said to have possessed such
kinds of knowledge. An inscription of Sinja writes that king
Ripumalla, inspired by the meditation of Lokandtha. copied a
book, Laghuratnatraya, which ‘tended to fulfil all human
desires’. (App. B-14). A manuscript of Abhisamaydlankara
had been copied in 1313 from Surkhet by his inspiration
(App. B-12). Though the educated Brahmnas and Ksatriya
aristocrats possessed knowledge of Sanskrit language, the
ordinary people were ignorant of it. So the kanakapatra and
copper plate charters were partly written in varnacular
language. The varnacular language was the eastern Pahadi
or the SifjalT section of Khasa language.

The Origin and Development of the Sinjall Language

As discussed earlier, the Khasas were non-Vedic Aryans.
They entered the Indian sub-continent from the north-
west around the beginning of the first millennium B.C.. While
they were in central Asia, they had their own language which
was an offshoot of the ancient Iranian language. But their
language was not as prosperous as Sanskrit of their Vedic
Aryan predecessors who entered India before them. The K hasas
came as conquerors in groups. The language and its speakers
could not be separated. Their language also came with them.
However, it is obivious that in course of their movements
from Afganistan to Nepal, their language was much influenced
by the Sanskrit language. Both of the languages, the Vedic-
Sanskrit and the Khasa, owe their origin to the ancient
Iranian language of central Asia.

The Khasas inhabited in the north western hill (Pahadi)
region of the Indian sub-continent. Therefore, the Khasa
language is known as Pahadi language also. It can be
categorised as follows:8
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Khasa Language

|
Western Pahadt Central Pahad1 Eastern Pahadr
(Local dialects of (Garhwali and (Sinjaln)
hills, west of Garhwal) Kumaoni)

During the early medieval period, the main seat of the
Khas-Aryan people who spoke the eastern branch of the
Khasa language was Sif\ja. Therefore, the eastern Pahadi
can be called Sinjali also. This language began to prosper
when the Khasas established their kingdom in Western Nepal
and made it the official language of their kingdom. The first
authentic documents of the Sifjali language, available so far,
is inscribed in a stone pillar of Padukasthan, Dullu, during
the time of Asokachalla (1225-1278). This inscription (Fig.
1) reads :

(1) O namo Buddhayeh | sri
(2) Asokachchalladeva schi (3) ramth jayatuh | Sauna Ka
(4) rki Sauka Karkyaniko (5) devalah |

Most of the copper plates and all kanakapatras of the
Khasa Kingdom are written partly in Sanskrit and partly in
the Simjali language. But the main text is inscribed in the
vernacular (Sinjali) language. Two copper plate charters of
Adityamalla and Pupyamalla, issued for the Tibetan speaking
areas, are found written partly in Sinjall and partly in Tibetan.®
Sanskrit was popular among the priests and Pandits, and all
the Hindu rituals were performed following the Sanskrit holy
texts. But Sinjalt was the language understood by the people
in general except the Tibetan immigrants of the Himalayas.

The Khasa rulers contributed much to the development
of the Sinjali language by making it the medium of the official
correspondence. Even after the collapse of the Khasa
Kingdom, it became the state language of all the Baisi and
Chaubist principalities. After the conquest of them by the
Gorkhali rulers, the Sinjali language began to be called the
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Gorkha Bhdsa (Gorkha language). Later on, the Sinjalt
branch of the Khasa language became the national language

of the kingdom of Nepal.
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

CHAPTER FIVE

Due to want of adequate data, a systematic study of the
economic history of the Kha$a kingdom is far from being
possible. The following account is primarily based on the
fragmentary references of the inscripticns so far available. The
people had adopted various occupations. The chief means of
their subsistence were agriculture, animal husbandry, indus-
tries and trade.

Land Tenure System

The main occupation of the people was agriculture. So
the arable lands were of great importance. Even the Brahma-
nas, engaged in religious activities, were desirous of acquiring
Birta lands from the state. Obiviously, land was the mirrior of
social status. The land within the domain of the state was
considered the property of the king. Only when the king used
to bestow land on others, the proprietry right was shifted to
individuals. The forms of land tenure prevalent at that time
may be categorised as Serd, Raikar, Guthi, Birta and Jagir.

Sera—During the cighteenth century in Nepal, ‘“Raikar
lands which were appropriated by the crown for meeting the
foodgrain and other requirements of the royal palace house-
hold were called Sera.”’t An official known as Adai was the
in charge of functions relating the Serd land? The Adai figures
prominently in the land grant certificates of the Khasa King-
dom (App. B-26). During the days of the Khasa King-
dom, this officer was, probably, the supervisor of Sera lands.
[t appears that there were many Sera lands the agricultural
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produces of which were appropriated by the royal family. For
instance, a terraced field near the Sinja royal palace area is
called Sera even today.

Raikar—The inscriptions mention that the king was
called Rai. People could cultivate land paying tax to the king
or state. Hence, the Kar (tax) taken by the Rdi (king) was
Ratkar, and the land which was taxed by the state was known
as Raikar land. The land grant certificates of the Khasa King-
dom mention the term ‘kut’ as a tax. The private individuals
who cultivated Raikar lands had to pay tax to the state in the
form of kut (rent). They had only the cultivating right and the
ultimate right of the Raikar lands was vested on the state. If
the ownership of the Raikar lands were divestituted in the
form of Birta or Guthi, the cultivators had to pay rent to the
Birta holders or Guthi institutions.

Guthl—Guthi refers to the institutional land ownership.
The lands granted for the use of religious and charitable insti-
tutions were known as Guthi lands in Nepal during the medie-
val period and after. The Bailesvara temple inscription of
Krachalla provides an evidence to the institutional land owner
ship. King Krachalla bestowed a land grant of large holding
with all revenues derived from it to the Ekrudra Balesvara
addressing the learned person, Bhatta Narayana, who was the
worshipper of that deity (APp. B-1). The grant was made to
meet the expences of the BaleSvara temple.

Birta—The land endowment with the exemption of all
taxes made to certain individuals, espeicially to Brahmanas for
their livelihood was called vritti. Birta is the perverted form of
vritti. The Birtd land tenure system was extensively prevalent
in the Khasa Kingdom. The Brahmanas who had approach to
the royal palace got large Birtda holdings from the kings. The
Birta lands received by the descendatns of Vidyakara from
Pupyamalla and by Golhapa JoisI from Prithvimalla were of
large size while Jayabrahma JoisT got a small plot of Birta
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land from Abhayamalla (App B-19, 20. 26, 34, 35). Certainly,
the large Birta holders did not cultivate their lands themselves.
They could collect various taxes and rents from the peasants
who cultivated their Birta lands. Traditional Sanskrit litera-
ture advocated to donate lands to Brahmanas, teachers, priests
and religious and charitable institutions. The land grant
certificates state that anyone who donated land would live in
heaven for 60,000 years. Thus the religious interest was the
main factor for prevalence of Birta and Guthi land tenure
systems.

Jagir—M.C. Regmi points out, ‘““The form of land tenure
known as Jagir came into being (in Nepal during the 18th
century) when revenues on land were assigned as emoluments
to government employees and functionaries.”’3 Some faint
references denote that the system of Jdgir land tenure was
pravalent in the Khasa Kingdom. For example, two inscrip-
tions of some later period (1450 A. D,) found in Jumla, record
Rokaya Alo (field of the Rokaya), which was probably a
Jagir land given to the Rokdya as his emolument by the state.4
The Rokaya was a functionary of the village administration.
The fiscal character of the Khasa Kingdom was non-moneti-
sed. Therefore, it appears that Raikar lands were assigned as
Jagir to various employees and functionaries of the Khasa
Kingdom.

Trade with India and Tibet

The main trans-Himalayan trade route connecting India
and Tibet through Western Nepal passes along the course of
the Karnali river via Sifjja and Dullu. Contemporary records
mention that Sinja had become an important trade centre
during the days of the Khasa Kingdom. (App. B-19). Acharya
Kautilya in his Arthasastra mentions two kinds of woolen
blankets, Bhingisi and Apasdraka, exported from Nepal.5 No
evidence bears testimony of sheep rearing in the valley of
Nepal. Therefore, these blankets might have been exported
from the Karnali region which was an important wool produ-
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cing centre from the early period. Among the thirty six taxes
of the Khasa Kingdom, Pdkhokar (tax on blankets) was one
(App. C). The state derived considerable amount of income
from the taxes levied on the export of wollen productis. The
main items exported from the Khasa Kingdom towards the
plains of India were : wool, woolen clothes, herbs, horses of
noble breeding, falcon and musk of the deer. The Khasa
Kingdom imported the items such as silk clothes, spices and
salt from India. This kingdom exported foodgrains, cotton
clothes, pepper, chilli and some other items to Tibet. Among
the major articles imported from Tibet included wool, woolen

clothes, salt. sheep, horses, gold and silver,6

The falcon and musk of the deer were the
special items to export towards India from the hills of
Far-Western Nepal through the ages. A tamed falcon could
bring its prey to its master. So people tamed and kept it.
Even at present, there are some places called Bdjthala, the
spots to capture falcons. People of Far-Western Nepal have
many stories about the taming and exporting falcons
to India. The musk of the male deer was, as now, of great
importance for medical purpose. Even at present, the Jumli
musk is well known for its high quality. From the early period,
Jumla was a renowned musk producing centre. There was
special demand of the Jumli musk in the Indian markets. So
the export of the musk was one of the most profitable busi-
ness. The upper class people were also interested in it. An
evidence of some later period mentions that Arjun Buda
acquired land from the king Muktisahi and Silimsah! by pre-
senting purso kathuro (male must deer) to them.7 A kanaka-
patra of Pupyamalla while describing the city of Sinja,
writes that the merchants living in their shops were happy
(App. B-19). This statement signifies that the condition of
trade in kingdom was good and Sinja was one of the main
trade centres.
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Medium of Exchange, Weight and Measures

The coins of the Khasa Kingdom are not found so far.
No record is available relating to the minting of coins in the
kingdom. The kanakapatra of Prithvimalla refers to the use
of coins but it is not certain whether they were exported from
outside. It is known that suvarna, tak! and dam were the units
of coins in circulation. (App. B-26). The suvarna was the
unit of gold coin, taki was of silver and dam was of copper.
Suvarpa and dam were the highest and lowest denominations of
the currency. But the calculation of these units is not clear.

Although the circulation of gold, silver and copper coins
was not unknown, however, the barter system appears to have
been predominent. The copper plate charters of Adityamalla
and Punyamalla found from the Taghwai monastary mention
that'one dharni and 100 tolas of gold was to be taken as fine for
disobeying the royal orders (App. B-17, 18). If coins were in
wide circulation, fine would not have been taken in kind.
Some information about weights and measurements could be
found from the contemporary records. As pointed out above,
the terms of tola and dharnt were used to denote the quantity
of gold. This testifies that rold, seer and dhdrni were the
measures to weight the quantity of matter. According to the
system prevailing from the medieval period in Nepal’s western
hills, the calculation of avoirdupois weight was :

28 tolas=1 seer
8 seers=1 dharni (2240 grams)

The kanakapatra of Prithvimalla mentions that one who
resumes even one angula of (Birtd) land would suffer the agony
of hell. Therefore, it appears that angula,, bitta and hata were
the units of the linear measurements :

12 angulas =1 bitta
2 bittas =1 hata (18 inches)

Similarly, some terms like mutho and manu are men-
tioned in the kanakapatra of Prithvimalla. These units were
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used to measure the quantity of grains and liquid things. The
volumetric measurements would have been as follows :

10 muthis=1 mana
8 manas =1 pathi
20 pathis =1 murl (approxmately 3.00 cubic feet)

Some terms that denote the types of lands and system
of land measurement are also known from the inscriptions.
They are : dlo, ala, alika, talo and suwdrd.® Alo, ala and alika
denote paddy field. The unirrigated land where crops like
maise, millet and buck-wheat were grown was called tilo, and
suwdara was the terraced land of the same type. Yogi Naraha-
rinath writes that one alo was equal to 25 ropanis (1,36,900
sq. ft.)9. Ala was the plural form of dlo and the Sanskrit
version of ala is alika.

Sources of Revenue

The land grant charters of the Khasa Kingdom mention
various kinds of taxes collectively known as chhattiskar (thirty-
six taxes). The Brahmanas who acquired Birta lands from
the kings were also exempted from those taxes. Judicial
fines, punishments, forced labour and obligations were also
included in the thirty-six taxes. King was considered the
owner of the land and water in his kingdom. Therefore, tax
on the products of the earth was a sort of rent in return. Many
kinds of taxes, regular and occasional, are known from the
inscriptions. However, the mainstay of finance continued to be
the land revenue. The kut which literally means ‘rent on land’
was the main source of the income of the Khasa Kingdom.
In ancient Nepal and India, the tax on land was usually called
bhaga (share), which was a fixed proportion of crop.1® The
kut appears to have been the same kind of tax as bhdga
(App. C). The proportion perhaps varied according to the
quality of land, irrigational facilities and the need of the state.

There were the taxes levied on cattle and other live-
stock, and agricultural, dairy and industrial products. Tax
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on domesticated animals and fowls was called bhoga in
ancient Nepal.l! In the Khasa Kingdom, tax an cattle and
other livestock was known as jiu. (App. C). Besides, there
were taxes levied on dairy produce such as milk, curd, and
ghee. These taxes and tax on honey were called chaunl taxes
(App. C) In addition to the regular land tax known as kut,
there was a tax called mauni which was levied on seasonal
agricultural produce such as vegetables and fruits. Another
tax on agricultural produce was rubo (tax on cotton). Pulo was
also a kind of land tax levied on grass and grazing lands. Suto
(tax on cotton thread) and pax/o (tax on woolen cloths) were
the taxes on industrial produce (App. C).

In ancient Nepal, tax on trade was known as kar.12 In
the Khasa Kingdom, the kar probably included taxes on
shops and merchandies, and tolls on roads. House tax called
kudiyo was also levied upon common people. The regular
taxes known as kut, jiu, kar and kudiyo which fell upon the
masses would have yielded considerable income to the Khasa
Kingdom. The term moda aputali denotes that state had also

claimed reversion of the property of those dying without
heir.

Other taxes called jari, mudali, uido or uhdro, manu-
mutho, dubauni or dubaro, pithayo or potalo, jhyahpa guphyafi
and kadito were the lesser and occasional (App. C). There
were also liabilities to forced and unpaid labour known as
beth-baulo, sewa, dharad and ropairo (App. C). Services in
labour and gifts were expected by the kings and his officers on
tour. Bandanachara or dekhani and chhapardim fall on this
category (App. C). Many of the taxes and forced labour
were also paid to the village headmen, Birta holders and local
feudals. Beside various kinds of taxes and services in labour,
state derived considerable income from the tribute paid by the
vassal chiefs. Sometimes, the Khasa kings extorted money
and riches from defeated kings.
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ART AND ARCHITECTURE

CHAPTER SIX

With the foundation of the Khasa Kingdom, the art and
architecture began to prosper in Western Nepal. The political
consolidation achieved under the leadership of the Khasa
rulers led to the economic and cultural development of the
region. The economic and cultural development helped the
development of the art and architecture. The art and arch-
itecture of the Karnali region had been influenced by both the
Indian and Tibetan styles. The Khasas had come in contact
with the Tibetan Buddhists even before the foundation of their
kingdom in Western Nepal. Therefore, the Buddhist icono-
graphy and architecture of the region largely bore the Tibetan
impression. In those days, the S'ikya monastery of Western

Tibet was one of the principal centres of Buddhist learning and
art. The Brahmanical architecture began to flourish in

Western Nepal only after Kumaon came under the control of
the Khasa rulers of Sinja. In fact, it was an extension of the
Kumaon architecture.

Statement of the Time

Most of the temples, stupas and sculptures of the Karnali
region are undated. The first temple that bears the date of
construction is the Vindyak Pafichadeval of Achham built by
Aksayamalla in 1280 (Fig. 9). A Buddhist temple is reported
to have been built by Sauna Karkil and his wife during the
reign of Asokachalla (Fig. 1). The Patharnauli of Dullu
(Fig. 15) having five votive stupas on its roof was constructed
in 1354 (App. B-23). In the same year, another nduli (water-
receptacle) having one stupa on its roof was built in Achham
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(App. B-24; Fig. 14). It will be mentioned below that the
Kankrevihdar was also a fine creation of the architectural
activity of the Khasa Kingdom. Though most of the sculptures
are undated, there are some clues to fix their approximate
time. The image of the Aksobhya Buddha (Fig. 1) found at
Padukasthin, Dullu, was made during the reign of Asoka-
challa. The sculptures of three Paikelas (Figs. 2, 19, 16) and
two lions (Fig. 6) appear to have belonged to the period of
the Khasa Kingdom. The clay tablets found in the caves of
Lamathada, Sinja, which contain Buddhist chants, Buddhist
images and stupas (Figs. 5, 12,) were made during the
period between twelfth and fourteenth century. The script of
the Buddhist chant of the tablets resembles the script of the
inscriptions of the Khasa Kingdom. Some of the stupa
symbols of the tablets give their exact parallel to the stupa
inscribed on the top of the Dullu pillar inscription. (Fig. 11).
Similar clay tablets having Buddhist chants and symbols found
in Tibet are mentioned to have belonged to the period between
eleventh and fourteenth century.l

The Vinayak Paiichadeval of Achham

The Hindu temple constructed in $ikhara style is called
deval and a group of five temples are collectively known as
Pafichadevals. They are commonly found in the Karnali reg-
ion. The districts of Jumla, Dailekh, Achham, Doti and
Dadeldhura are rich in temples. The Vindyak Pa#chadeval
built by Aksayamalla, a member of the Khasa ruling family, in
1280 is the specimen of the Brdhmapical architecture of the
Kha$a Kingdom. Among the five temples, one temple of the
south-west has totally collapsed and vanished, and four of
them are still standing in a mutilated condition (Fig. 9). The
central temple contains the inscription of Aksayamalla on its
lintle. (App. B-8).

The Pafichadevals are the temples of five deities of Hindu
patheism that is of Siva, Vispu, Durga, Gapesa and S@rya. A
$ivalinga is still found lying in the central temple of Darna
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(Achhdm). The images of Visnu, Durga, Ganesa and S@rya
are enshrined in the four-sided sukanasika sanctums of the
central temple of Manma Paiichadeval. These images are in
crude form. However, they help to identify that the Pafichad-
evals are none but the temples of Hindu Pafichayana gods. As
in the sanctums of almost all the central temples of Panchad-
evals the §ivalingas are enshrined, Siva Panichayana concept
appears predominent in this region from the early period. In
most cases, the central temple of the Pafichadevals is the
largest structure than its subsidiary temples of its four corners.
The temples are built on a platform. They are single struct-
ures separately made on rectangular ground plan. P.R.
Sharma writes :

One can divide the temple vertically into three parts.

They are from below : the base consisting of the

sanctum wall called the Jarhgha, the superstructure

or the tower called the Prasida or Sikhara and the

crowning umbrella-stone called the Amalaka.2

The ground plan of the largest temple of the Vindyak
Pafichadeval is of 5.00 feet length and 4.50 feet breadth. The
height of the Jamgha is of 6.00 feet and of the prasdda or
Sikhara 13.00 feet. The height of the amalaka and its stand is
unknown as this portion has fallen. The remaining height of
the temple is 19.00 feet.

All the temples are made of chiselled stone blocks. There
is no use of any piece of wood. The masonary work is done
with thin layer of lime mortar. Iron nails were used at
key-joints of stones to fasten them. The temples are
made on an elongated pyramid shape with a flat top and the
dmalakas are on their finials. Stones used in the temples are
carved with flowers and patterns. The lintle and ceiling are also
artistically carved. The temples of the Vindyak Pafichadeval
are only the remarkable Brahmanical architecture of the
Khasa Kingdom, remained so far although in a mutilated
condition. The architectural and sculptural monuments of
Doti and Dadeldhura are mainly works of Doti state
which emcrged after the fall of the Khasa Kingdom.
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The first dated monument of that area is the Ajayamerhat
Panchadeval built by Nagamalla. the king of Doti, in 1393.
Most of the temples of Jumla also belong to the later period.
The temple of Bistabada were constructed in 15003 and the
temple of UkhadT1 in 1486.4 Similarly, all the temples of the
Dailekh district seem to be constructed during the period of
Dullu and Bilaspur states. The Pafichadevals of Darna
(Achham), Manma (Kalikot), Raskot (Kalikot) and Chilkhaya
(Kalikot) also belong to the later period. However, it is
obvious that they all bear the traditional style which was
imported in this region from Kumaon during the thirteenth
century.

The Kaifikravihar of Surkhet

A large heap of ruins of the Kankrevihar is lying on a
hill, south of the Surkhet valley. The ruins are scattered over
a perimeter of about 400.00 feet. The height of ruins is about
20.00 feet. Large and massive stone block having diverse
patterns and figures are lying scattered. Therefore, it can be
inferred that a large temple had been built there. The name
of the place associated with ‘vihdr’ indicates that the sectarian
character of the temple was related to Buddhism. This will
be further testified when one sees the figure of Buddha in
meditative posture inscribed on the stones at the spot.
(Fig. 13).

No records mention the date of the construction of the
temple of Kafikrevihar. Only the style and the religious tradi-
tion of the region may help to assign the approximate date of
its construction. The style shows that it was an earliest temple
of the region. As mentioned above, Buddhism was in a highly
flourishing state during the period of the Khasa Kingdom.
King Krachalla (1207-1223) and Asokachalla (1255-1278) had
done many works of religious merit related to Buddhism.
Ruins and stone sculptures of Surkhet mention that this valley
was a centre of the Buddhist religious activities during the
early medieval period. An inscription of Asi sihu and Ruera-
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devT dated 1292, found in Surkhet, shows that human habita-
tion existed in the valley and religious works were done here
at that time (App. B-9). A manuscript of the Buddhist text
Abhisamayalankara had been copied from Surkhetin 1313.
(App. B-12). Therefore, it can be inferred that the temple of
Kaiikrevihar was built in thirteenth century, probably during
the reign of Asokachalla (1255-1278), which were the most
glorious days of the Khata Kingdom. The temple was made
on Sikhara style. Two miniature towers (Fig. 10) with
amalaka seen on the spot were probably overlied the tower of
the temple. An image of the flying nymph (Fig. 22). is seen
artistically carved on a stone block which was probably projec-
ted below the lintle, facing the door-opening. On many other
stones, Buddha images with Taras (Fig. 13), sinuous plant
stalks, lotus flowers, associated couples of swans and cranes,
and so on are tastefully carved. The ruins indicate that this
temple was the most celebrated architecture of the Khasa
Kingdom.

Stupas, the Symbolic Monuments of Buddhism

Many stupas or chaityas constructed during the period of
the Khasa Kingdom are found in the Karnali region, particu-
larly in the districts of Jumla, Dailekh and Achham. Among
them, the stupa of Kuchi (Fig. 14) and stupa of Patharnauli
(Fig. 15) were built in the reign of Prithvimalla (1238-1251).
They are built on the roof the naulis (watet-receptacles).

The stupa Siridhuska, Jumla, (Fig. 20) exists as an
independent object. This stupa contains the Buddhist chant
‘ot mani padme hum’ in Rafijund character. The stupas have
square plan. Their garbha or basement, after raising vertically
two to four feet, is stepped reducing above. Then a square
cube with a cornice lies on it. Some global. square and circular
tiers representing kala$a (dome) and bhiivanas (globes) are placed
above the square cube. Besides, the stupa of Kuchi has
four-sided openings and a girdle of beads around the basement
(Fig. 14). The Patharaauli stupa is built on the roof of a
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large structure of the nauli (Fig. 15) made of large and massive
stone blocks. There were five chaityas made according to the
mandalika arrangement (App. B 23). But at present only one
chaitya exists.

The stupas of Michagauft were constructed in 1482 and
1501.5 The chaitya symbols are inscribed in many stone pillars
including the Kirtistathbha of Dulla (Fig. 11). They have garbha
(basement), chhatra (umbrella), kalasa (dome), torana (festoon)
and bhiivanas (globes). The clay tablets having the chaitya
symbols (Fig. 5) represent the Tibetan impression on the
Buddhist architecture of the region. They are of the fashion of
the Tibetan mC’od rtens (Chhortens). One of the stupa symbols
contains a figure of Aksobhya Buddha inside of it (Fig. 12)
while another multi-towered stupa has a figure of Vairochana
(Fig. 5). The multi-towered stupa is the distinguished feature
of the Buddhist architecture.

SCULPTURES

Sources of information on the iconographical arts of the
Khasa Kingdom are much limited. Some sculptures are found
in Dullu, Dailekh Bazar, Baijanath (Achham), Doti and
Dadeldhura, but many of them belong to the later period. The
icons of Dailekh Bazar are the works belonging to the subse-
quent centuries of the Gorkha conquest (1789 A. D). The
Narayana temple of Dailekh Bazar where these icons are
enshrined, was built by a GorkhkIT general. Similarly, the
icons of Baijanath fall after fifteenth century onwards. The
images of Doti and Dadeldhura including those of Gauril
and Mahisasuramardini appear to have been the works of
Doti state as the first historical monuments of that area. These
icons were enshrined in the Ajayamerhat Panchadeval of
Dadeldhura constructed in 1393 by Nagamalla, the king of
Doti.8 The following images are selected for the study of the
sculptural arts of the Kha$a Kingdom.

Icons Places
(1) Aksobhya Buddha Padukasthan, Dullu.
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(2) Buddha with Taras Kankravihar, Surkhet.
(3) Celestial nymph ’s v

(4) Vairochana of clay-tablet Lamatbada, Sinja,

(5) Avalokitesvara of clay-tablet ' ’s

(6) Taras of clay-tablet . .

(7) Aksobhya of clay-tablet ’ .

(8) Paikelds (warriors) Padukasthan, Dullu.
(9) Two standing lions Lamathada, Sinja.

Buddhist Sculptures

It is reported that Nagardja (?) had established an image
of Buddha in Barahat (Uttarakasi).? An image of Aksobhya
Buddha (Fig. 1) carved on a stone pillar shaft established by
Sauna Karki and his wife on the occasion of the inaguration
of the temple of Buddha was built by them during the reign of
Asokachalla. This figure of Buddha is represented in the
characteristic of bh#imisar$a mudra (earth touching posture).
The Buddha sitting on a lotus, decorated with a crown, yajno-
pavita (sacred thread) and aksamala (a girdle of beads arounds
the neck). He wears no robe found usually in other Buddha
figures, His eyes are half-closed. Similar Buddha figure appears
in a clay-tablet found in a cave of lamathada, Sinja (Fig. 12).

A Buddha figure respresenting dhydnamudra, the medita-
tive posture, appears depicted in the ruins of Kaifkrevihar
(Fig. 13). Two figures of Taras holding lamp-posts are
standing on his two sides. This figure of Buddha wears a
diaphanuous robe. Another Buddha figure in meditative pos-
ture with a standing Tara is also seen on a roadside pillar of
Bhandarigauit, Achham. A stone piller of Itram, Surkhet, con-
tains the figures of Maitreya, Lokesvara, Gautama and Tara.8

Buddhist images figure in the clay-tablets found in the
caves of Lamathada. Sinja One of them contains a Buddha
inside of a chaitya symbol. On either side of the chaitya, two

figures representing Taras are sitting on the lotus fiowers
(Fig. 12).
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Another clay-tablet shows a figure of Padmapani Lokes-
vara standing and holding a stalk of lotus in one hand and
granting boon or protection with the other (Fig. 12). A figure
of Vairochana Buddha is seen in a clay-tablet. The Buddha is
placed within the main sanctum ofa multi-towered stupa
(Fig. 5). P. R. Sharma points out, ‘‘Another fragmentary
clay-tablet from Sinja shows a four-legged deity standing in
alidha posture. It is no doubt a Tantric divinity most probably
either Heruka or Sarhvara, the popular tutelary deity of
Tibet.”’? Tibetan impressions are reflected in the Buddhist
sculptures of the Karnali region. As regards the clay-tablets,
they resemble the Tibetan clay-tablets of the period between
eleventh to fourteenth century.10

Other Sculptures

A figure of celestial nymph (Fig. 22) appears carved
on a stone block of the ruins of Kanikrevihar. The stone with
this figure was most probably placed under the lintle facing
the door-opening of the temple. The image is artistically car.
ved. She is stretching her hands and has flying posture. She
wears necklace, bangles and aksamala. Three life-sized stone
sculptures of lions are standing in a displaced order on the
roadside of the royal palace area of Lamathada, Sinja. These
animals have large eyes and mouths opened. They might have
been placed on either sides of the door-opening of the temple
palace. Four figures of Paikelas (warriors) appear to have been
carved on the stone pillars of Padukasthdn, Dullu. (Figs 2,
16. 19) They are equipped with sword, spear and armour. One
of them is a figure of horse-rider (Fig. 16). The horse is also
covered with armour. The pillars contain inscriptions which
read as follows.

A. (1) Orh svasti B. (1) Om svasti
(2) Sidho ra (2) Visu ko
(3) ut ko (3) vira stathbhah | |

(4) Vira Stin
(5) bhah | |
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(1) OmsvastiDha  D° (1) Oth svasti

(2) durgalya (2) Rate ko
(3) ko vira starh (3) vira
(4) bhah| | (4) stambhah | |

The above quoted inscriptions show that the pillars were

erected in commemoration of the warriors who died fighting.
In the Karnali region, many wayside stone pillars show
similar figures which could be interpreted in the same way.
Other stone pillars containing the symbols of the sun, the
moon, stupa and disc are commonly found all over the region.
Most of the pillars contain the date of installation ranging
thirteenth to fourteenth century.
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RECAPITULATION

The Kha$as were non-Vedic Aryans who had entered the
Indian sub-continent from the north-west around the beginn-
ing of the first millennium B.C. and became the chief inhabit-
ants of the north-western mountainous region of the Indian
sub-continent. It appears that the first Khasa group arrived
in Western Nepal around the middle of the first millennium
A. D.. Many of the Khasas, who came in contact with the
Hindus of the Indo-Gangetic plains adopted the Hindu culture.
The Khasas of the priest class became Brahmanas during the
early period and some others became Ksatriyas. The Matwall-
Chhetris or the Pdbai-Khas of Far-Western Nepal’s hills who
did not convert themselves into the Hindu castes are the pure
remnants of the ancient Khasa people.

The Brihmanas, Thakurls and Chhetris of hills ard
valleys on the southern slope of the Himalayas are known as
Pahadi caste groups. The Brahmana and Rajput immigrants
from the plains of India who preceded or followed the Khasas
have been assimilated in equal social status of the Pahddi caste
hierarchy. Therefore, present Nepdli Pahadi caste groups are
the admixture of the Khasas and Indo-Aryans. But the greater
degree of admixture owes to the Khasa stock. The dominating
bulk of the society of Western Nepal before the Khasa influx
were the Mongoloid people—Gurufigs and Magars. The
Khasas set the motion for the succeeding Pahadi caste domin-
ation of the country.

During the early medieval period, the Khasas established
a fairly big kingdom known as K/hasades$a, the Khasa kingdom.
Their kingdom covered a vast territory comprising Western
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Nepal, South-Western Tibet, and Kumaon and Garhwal dur-
ing its heydays. It was a magnificent achievement con-
quering the rugged and defiant barriers of nature. Nagardja
was the Khasa ruler who founded the Khasa kingdom in
Western Nepal around the beginning of the twelfth century.
His successors Krachalla, ASokachalla, Jitirimalla, Ripumalla,
Adityamalla, Punyamalla and Prithvimalla were the prominent
rulers of the Khasa kingdom. After the foundation of their
kingdom in the Karnali region, the Khasa conquerors occupi-
ed the fertile basins of the Gandaki region, King Jitdrimalla
led the Khasa troops to invade the Nepal Valley for the first
time in 1288. From this time onward, the Khasas invaded the
valley of Nepal several times. The kingdom of the Nepal
Valley paid the tribute to the Khasa rulers. The Kha$a king-
dom began to crumble down into pieces by the times of
Prithvimalla. After Malayavarma, it completely collapsed.
Though the powerful kingdom vanished from the political
horizon, it had lasting impacts on the succeeding society and
politics of Nepal.

Most of the family surnames of the Nepali Pahadr caste
groups as given in Appendix ‘D’ were derived from the
governmental designations of the Khasa kingdom, and from
the place-names of the Karnali region. This testifies thatin
the past people of the Pahadl caste groups of Nepal were

distributed mainly from the Karnali region throughout the
kingdom of Nepal.

During the days of the Khasa kingdom, civil and military
functionaries, who were entrusted with the task to maintain
order in the Gandaki region, migrated to this region along
with the ordinary people because the fertile basins of the seven
Gandakis had sufficient attraction for the settlement. The
Khadgas who were defeated by Drabya Shaha in Gorkha
were probably migrated from the Karnali region. The con-
temporary records of the Nepal Valley show the influence of



111

the Khasas and the Khata language in the Malla kingdoms of
Kafitipur, Lalitpur and Bhaktapur.! The people of the K has-
Aryan origin penetrated into Eastern Nepal during the days of
the Sena kingdom of Pélpa which was extended in the east up
to Morang. Prithvinardyana Shaha, after his conquest of
Eastern Nepal, had also encouraged them to settle there.

The Khasas were renowned warriors from the early
period. It was due to their valour and bravery that they became
able to establish a great kingdom in this rugged mountainous
region. Even after the collapse of the Khasa kingdom, the
K hasa Ksatriyas maintained their morale. The Khasa soldiers
were regarded as the best warriors during the eighteenth
century when Prithvinadrdyana Shaha of Gorkha launched the
campaign for the unification of Nepal.? The Khasa soldiers
played most important role in the unification of Nepal under
the leadership of Prithvinarayya Shaha and his successors.

The court religion of the Khasa kingdom was Buddhism.
The Khasa rulers were ardent devotees of the Lord Buddha.
Many of the countiers in the kingdom were also Buddhists.
But the kings and courtiers were extermely tolerant in the
matters of religion, and they had equally respected Hinduism.
When Hinduism gained predominant position in this region
after the fall of the Khasa kingdom, the Hindus adopted the
same attitude towards Buddhism. The sense of religious tole-
ration and harmony which was developed in the days of the
Khasa kingdom is found to be at the core of the present
Nepalese Pahadi culture.

The Pafichdyana cult which was a good combination of
different sects of Hinduism such as Saivism, Vaisnavism,
Saktism and Strya worship was also gaining ground in the
Khasa kingdom. The symbols and images of Siva, Vispu,
Ganesa, Devi and Sdrya were enshrined in the Pafichadevals
and worshipped together. These Pafchiayana gods repre-
sented by small saligrama stones are worshipped at home daily
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by the Pahadi Brahmanas of Nepal before their morning meal.
Even the systems of weights and measurements, and land
tenure systems such as Birtd, Guthi and Raikar which were
adopted in Western Nepal during the days of the Khasa king-
dom, are prevalent in the present Nepalese society. Only, the
Birta system was abolished in Nepal in 1959.

One of the most significant impacts of the Khasa kingdom
on modern Nepal was in the field of language. The eastern
section of the Khasa language is known as the Sifjalf or
Eastern Pahadi. The Khasa kings made it the state language
of their kingdom. Many inscriptions of that period are found
written in this language. It also became the state language of
all the Baist and Chaubisi principalities which emerged after
the fall of the Khasa kingdom. Today, the Sif\jali branch of
the Khasa language has become the national language of

Nepal.

The creative assimilation of the language, culture, tradit-
ions and population of Khasas helped the Gorkhalis in their
campaign of the unification of Nepal. All the BaisT and
Chaubisl principalities had the same language, culture, religion
and traditions. That’s why the conquest of Western Nepal
by the Gorkhalls was not followed by the religious and cultural
disturbances. The cultural unification of Western Nepal with
high sense of harmony and toleration was achieved under the
Khasa rulers during the early medieval period.
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Appendices

APPENDIX—A

The Kings of Guge

(According to the Dpag-bsam-lion-bzam (p. 52), a
chronicle of Tibet).

Source— A. H. Francke, Antiquities of Indian Tibet (New
Delhi : S. Chand & Co., Reprinted in 1972), p. 169.

Translated from the Tibetan Chronicles

Hkhor-re had two sons, viz. Naga-ra-dza and Deba-ra-
dza. Later on the three together (i.e. the father with his two
sons) took the sign of monkhood. Although the (religious) name
of the father was Ye Ses-hod, he became better (easier) known
by the names Lo-chen (Papdit) and Mkhan-slob-goig-pa
(‘only Guru’). When he had entrusted the government to his
younger brother Sron-ne, the hymns and Vinaya being widely
known, the Smritis ($astras) came at that time. During the
reign of Sron-ne’s son, Lha-1de, Subhuti $ri-$anti was invited
(to Tibet from Kashmir). He translated the Ser—phyogs, and
Lo-chen’s disciples translated many (other books). He had
three sons. Of these Hod-Ide reigned, whilst Byan-chub-bod
and Zi-ba-hod, the younger ones, became monks, and invited
Lord Atisd (to Tibet). During the reign of Hod-lde’s son,
Rtse-1de, Zi-ba-bzan-po (§a‘mtibhadra) arrived in Tibet; and,
when the wise men of Dbus-Gtsan and Khams had assem-
bled, the great religious council (chos-bkhor-chen-po) of
Mnah-ris took place. His son was Hbar-lde, then Bkrasis-
lde, Bha-lde, Naga-deva; Btsan-phyug-lde went to Ya-tshe
(Sinja). His son was Bkra-sis-lde. Then, in order, Grags-
btsan-lde, Grags-pa-lde. He erected (an image of) Hjam-
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dbyans (Manjughosa) of 70 bre (a weight) of gold, a stupa of
24 bre (of gold), an (image of) Bde-mchog (Sambara) of 500
(Rupees) of white silver, and (an image) of Byams-pa
(Maitreya) of 12000 (Rupees). His son A-so-lde, bought
those 44 towns which had at an earlier time been offered to
Rdo-rje-gdan (Vajrasana) by Mya-nan-med (Asoka). At that
time they belong to the Sog-pos (Mongols), and he established
a religious brotherhood, which was sustained by their taxes.
His sons were Hdzin-dar-rmal and An-na-rmal; of these two
the latter had the Bkah-hgyur copied in gold. His son Rehu-
rmal conquered many Indian nations; he erected (images of)
the eight Sman-bla in silver, and provided golden roofs for
the Hphrul-snan temple. His son was San-gha-rmal; and his
son was Hdzin-dar-rmal. Hdzin-dar-rmal’s son A-hdzin-
rmal, first became a monk at Saskya; (then) he became king
again. His son was Ka-lan-rmal. With his son, Par-tab-rmal
the family of the Ya-tshe kings came to an end. Bsod-nams-
ide of (S)pu-rans was invited to Ya-tshe, and, when he
began to reign, he took the (title of) Pun (ya) rmal. His son
Pra-ti-rmal and the minister Dpal-ldan-grags-pa (Yaso-
varma ?) began the Chinese roof (golden roof?) over the
Bcu-gig-zal (Avalokita temple) at Lha-sa.

APPENDIX B
Inscriptions of the Khasa Kingdom

The inscription of the Khasa Kingdom are collected and
reproduced in this Appendix. The author is much indebted to
the researchers who found out and published these inscriptions
in different books and journals. These inscriptions are found

in Western Nepal, Western Tibet, Kumaon, Garhwal, and
Bodh Gaya.

APPENDIX B—I
The Copper Plate Inscription of Krachalla

Place—The Balesvara Temple, Sdi, Kumaon.
Date—1145 Sake (1223 A.D.).
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Source —E. T. Atkinson, Kumaun Hills (Delhi: Cosmo
Publications, Reprint in 1974), pp. 516-518.

Note—This inscription is inscribed on the reverse of the
copper plate grant to the Bilesvara temple made
by the Katdr! king Dedatadeva. Original text in
Sanskrit is not available.

The Translation of the Inscription

Be it auspicious. The prosperous state of Bharauta.

The splendid Sird ruling in heaven, ever strengthened by
her victorious lord, having embraced the goddess of victory
resplendent with her precious pearls, dropping from the skulls
of her elephantine foes, who were dragged to battle, and killed
and felled by the spears of her warriors, vincible only by the
lord of heaven, a protectress and benefactress of cows and
Brahmans. Her son was the great hero and king Krachalla,
the most excellent, and chief of all who bear arms or are ver—
sed in the sciences, and who was ever inclined to (act of) piety
and charity. By his combat with elephants of newly sprouting
tusks, with lance, sword, and ropes, Krachalla, the lord of
earth, became equally marvellous with the Pandavas. He was
a devout Saugata (Buddhist), and shone like the sun on the
lotus of the Jini-kula (it may be read Jijarkula). He was fierce
in the strength of his arms, of marked valour, and entitled the
most venerable, the lord supreme, and great king of kings, the
prosperous Krachalla Deva, lord of men, who. in the Vijaya
rajya (realm of victory), now in his possession, has crushed
the whole circle of his enemies with his own arms, and having
destroyed the kings of the demolished city of Kartipura,
(Kartikeyapura) and established our right therein, inspected
the land bequeathed by its former kings, all of which, with
their revenues, are all now made over to the highly deserving
of homage Sri Balesvara, the sole Rudra Bhatta Narayana,
a Bengali Brahmaga (bafigaja) Jagikebhyam by means of this
grant. Here is a couplet of the king’s sister : “The clouds
with abundance of rain fill the mountains and rivers, but fame
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the necklace of the world, stretches over the three worlds.”
The (following) is another couplet of the great queen :
“The quality of charity and other virtues is excellent, but more
so is she who is addicted to her duties and ever faithfully
devoted to her lord, for time is known to have a devouring
head.”” The great king in council with his principal courtiers,
viz. :

Sri Yahad Deva Mandalika,
Sr1 Vidya Chandra Mandalika,

Sri Sri Chandra Deva Mandalika,
Sri Jaya Simha Mandalika,

Sri Hari Raja Rautta Raja,
Sri Jihala Deva Mandalika,

Sri Aniladitya Rautta Raja,
Sri Vallala Deva Mandalika,

Sr1 Vinaya Chandra Mandalika,
Sri Musa Deva Mandalika,

Having determined with his friends and ministers and
well considered the matter asin duty bound, has given the
aforesaid grant to the logician, tantrika, counsellor, saintly,
forbearing, prudent, renowned in compositions of prose, verse,
and poetry in this age of Kali, the poet, connoisseur of the
purport of works (books), skilled in the calculation of horos-
copes and the like, the son of Nanda, conversant in agury,
and renowned in the world. The limits and boundaries there
of being Svahiragadi on the east, as far as Kahudakota on
the south; as far as Talakota on the west; and as far as Ladhaul
on the north. This spot thus bounded on the four sides, and
situated in the Sri Kona Desa (corner land), with the mines,
valleys and jungles; together with all products thereof, are
given over by me by means of this grant, and for its contin-
uance coeval with that of the sun and moon.

(Verses)

All the mighty (princes) who from time to time shall be
born in my race, let them as well as other masters of land
preserve this (for ever). The donor of lands gains (the favours)
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of Aditya, Varuna, Brahma and Vishnu, as also of Soma,
Hutasana, and the god holding the trident in his hand. When
the lands (possessed by) Dillpa, Nripa and Nahusha have been
left behind, they shall never accompany any other monarch
(on his demise). Lands have been bequeathed by various
kings, beginning with Sagara. Whoever becomes master of
land at any time, he reaps the produce thereof. He who
receives lands as well as he who grants the same both become
meritorious and both in heaven remain. Whoso resumes
lands whether given by himself of another,

As a filthy worm for sixty thousand years doth pother;
Whoever steals a gold coin, resumes a villa, or an inch
of ground,

Shall dwell in hell as long as offerings are drowned.
No gift is equal to the grant of land, no wealth equal to
gift.

No virtue greater than truth, nor sin than falsehood’s
shift.

The king, one’s life, strength and gods deserve most to
be regarded by all

So long as the possessor of the place where the lotus
loves to exist of the auspicious Krichalla-deva wanders on the
earth, so long may the lotus-abode of the chief of the Kirantis
(may be Kirttira) (flourish)-(Srimat Krdchalladevasya yidvat
ambhyajinipati viharatu bhuvi tavat kirattirasya nripakumu-
dakara).

And long as the lord of stars spins on the head of the
god holding the Pinaka bow, and his dreadful braids of hair

are moistened by Ganga’s stream.

What was the holder of the Gandiva bow-merely poss-
essed of valour ? What was the son of Dharma? What is
the lord of wealth ? What was the Ramabhadra the mighty,
and was Kudarpa too before him ? No, never were they such
neither in this manner nor in that, as the famed Krachalla,
who is as a gem on the crowns of all the rulers of earth.
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In beauty he resembled the moon and Ratipati.
To the indigent he was the Kalpa-tree.
In valour he was in quality like the gem of Raghu.
In the assamblage of all the qualities he was Bhavanipati.
In bowmanship he was a Rama or Bhisma himself.
In justice he was as if born of Dharma.
Krachalla was a destroyer of his clephantine enemies in
the Kaliyuga.
Let our allies, abiding in firm amity, meet with
prosperity.
And let the rulers of earth govern her with justice
throughout the year.
Let the four articles of polity remain steady with you as
a new married bride.

And let the god having the semi-bow asa gem on his
crest confer good fortune on mankind. Dated 1145 of the
year of the Saka king, the 2nd day of the waning moon of
Pausha, Monday, asterism of Pushya. The moon in Cancer,
and the sun in Sagittarius; and Saturn following him; Mars
in Virgo; Jupiter and Mercury in Scorpio; Venus in Aquarius;
the ascending node in Aries; and the descending node in

south-east. Written in the prosperous city near Dulu.
Welfare to all worlds !

APPENDIX B-2

The Trident Inscription of Asokachalla
Place—Gopesvara, Garhwal.

Date—111 (7) 3 Sake (1251 A. D.).

Source—E. T. Atkinson, Kumaun Hills (Delhi) : Cosmo
Publications, Reprint in 1974), pp. SI1-512.
Rahul Sanskritayan has published its Hindi
translation in Himal Parichaya, Vol. 1, Garhwal

(Allahabad : Law Journal Press, 1253), pp.
111—112.

Note—The date of the Gopesvara trident inscription
read by Atkinson seems wrong. It would have
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been correct if it had been 1173 Sike in stead of
1113 Sake. Regurding to the name, Atkinson
reads ‘Anekamalle’ but Rahul Sankritayan rightly
reads it as Asokachalla.

The Translation of the Inscription

Om. Be it auspicious. The lord paramount and most
venerable king of kings, the fire of whose valour has consumed
the swords of his enemies, and the gems of whose nails are
deeply tinged with the vermilion on the foreheads of the wives
of inimical princes. Who in the depth (of his understanding)
and extent of his renown was like the great ocean, and the
splendour of the gems of whose footstool flashed on all sides
with the collected rays of luminous rubies on the heads of the
assemblage of his allies and hostile princes. Who is as a lion
amongest royal elephants and a ruler of the land of Déanavas
as Vikramaditya had been of Vetala. Who like Nardyana uses
all princes as his eagles (garuras), and is endued with the
three energies. Who is sprung from the family of Gauda and
is tilaka (signet of royalty) to the Vairatha Kula and a recent
incarnation of Bodhisata. This is prosperous Aneka Malla
(Asokachalla). the tilaka on the rulers of the earth, who with
his encompassing forces has subdued Kedéira Bhidmi, and
having made his conquered territories as his own province,
free of warfare, the lord of earth has erected thereupon his
royal edifice Sri Padmapada, which he has adorned with
everything for his enjoyment, giving of gifts and fcasts. In the
year of the Saka king past 1113 (1173) by solar calculation
the number of days past is Ganapati 12, F{iday, the 9th of
of moon written by Malla Sri Raja Malla, Srl Iswari Deva,
Pandita Sri Rafijana Deva, and Sr1 Chandrodaya Deva, in
conjunction with the general and captain.

APPENDIX B—3

The Bodh Gaya Inscription of Asokachalla
Date —Laksmanasenasyatita Era 51 (1255 A.D.).
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Source - Binod Bihari, “Two Inscriptions of Bodh
Gaya”, Epigraphia Indica, Vol. X1I (1913-1914).
P. 29.

Note—In the end of the inscription there is a figure of an
ass ascending upon a female pig.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. &Y 91 3319 | AFAIggINarggantamaaraasq
(1) Agiagifa—
2. VuUITIAAFHAN: (WINAN:) U Iggratggawgraasifag;
(wgraraaitaT:) 93—
3.  MQIMFTAEIAIFTATAGIUTNATMFIeATET () TIF—
quiagwag (1) Ardifeqeetragarasaa@ U I WT-
5. wa (1) ardagfd 1 wetefeavarEeiEfied-
g -
. NFEHRT | araFAragagSifeia: shugraaag—
facar 1 wgzrma 1 wgagw | fuseuganfggFrastga ()
fagif@ggnfamafgaisifar 1 agat | A3mdaid-
dGaFAT (@A=F %9 @wag) Qeafganaziasddfaa—
sfrasagraafa—
10. wagIIzAT: Geaged | AaafuIgeagiiias fea—
11,  asrgiEagmmrdamsatafisfeataia o
12, sNAHEEANIFLATENTAT T 9
13,  wizfad %

O 0 9 o

APPENDIX B—4
The Bodh Gaya Inscription of Saharapala

Date—Laksmanasenasyatita Era 74 (1278 A. D.).

Source—Binod Bihari, “Two Inscriptions of Bodh
Gaya’’, Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XII (1913-1914),
p. 30.
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Transcript of the Inscription

1. &R  ggsafagaeagraraafaa: guaqEsesgas-
TUMRFARAFGT AFIEAFYTAL—

2. wmgsgdfarsearagafiguananafazgffeangiam-
gazarkfaafafeasaferanayg —

3. garcaafmefEaRwusifgrafransarasioeng-
ARAWGATHETFAT LT —

4. zqgRsAfaanenftsgasaraafzfradNan fwgaafa-
afaggadeslgguaraTrags—

5. TgugawsIAEaggIsgAgAgarsigfaamaaed (1) azx-
quyggHaErAra qreqTaRaTfe—

6. FLATFAFATAFAGA UG T WA A= AeAeT-
T UE —

7. do vy Far@ afg I i
APPENDIX B-5

The Trident Inscription of Asokachalla

Place—Barahat, Garhwal.

Date—X

Source—Bhagawan Lal Indraji, ‘““An Inscription of
Gaya’’, The Indian Antiquary, Vol. X (1881),
pp. 345-346.

Note—This inscription is inscribed in a metal trident of
21 feet height in Barahat (Uttarakashi).

Transcript of the Inscription

At @fer u FenfefawgagragwgRarergeafyaiasa-
stmemiEaeadqfa:  w@wsedAaar 11 geEsAEfaerdogaT-
fasrgeavnfassramgaaasfaQuvifgrgaiges Tarat ga: n
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APPENDIX B-6

A Stone Pillar Inscription during the time of ABokachalla

Place—Padukasthan, Dullu.

Date—X

Source—Surya Mani Adhikary, Paschima Nepalko
Aitihasik Anvesana (Kathmandu: Research
Centre for Nepal and Asian Studies, 2043 B.S.),

p. 5.
Note—TIt is the first authentic inscription of the Nepali
language available so far.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. [fAMggd: v & 2, A@Fsaeqaqafes 3, I
g3dtwr 4. fraiswrssatfasr 5. g4
APPENDIX B—7
The Inscription of Clay-Tablet

Place—Simpati, Lamagupha, Sinja.
Date—X
Note—The clay-tablets contain the Buddhist chant

similar to that of the Bodh Gaya inscription of
ASokachalla (App. B-3)

Transcript of the Inscription

1. &3 2. g9 IZ (DA 2. ST qumaar gag
4. gawiTafadgod 5. arfgwgraw 6.
APPENDIX B-—8
An Inscription of Aksayamalla

Place—Bind3yak Pafichadeval, Achham.
Date —1202 Sake (1280 A. D.).
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Source—Ramesh Jung Thapa (ed.), Ancient Nepal, Nos.
30-39, p. 75.
Note—This inscription is inscribed in the lintle of the
central temple of the Vinayak Pafichadeval.

Transcript of the Inscription

Areafesiing sreawa (revawea) aeqaafiara—
faiaagammfafamaeraragenifafaay Suasar suar
HIF 903 A AWRT A7 FATAT |

APPENDIX B—9

An Inscription of Asa Sahu and Rudra Devi

Place—Birendranagar, Surkhet.
Date—1214 Sake (1292 A. D.).
Source—Surya Mani Adhikary, ‘“Paschim Nepalka kehi
Aprakasit Abhilekh’. Contributions to Nepalese
Studies, Vol. VII No. 1 & 2 (1979-80), p. 176.
Note—The stone which contains this inscription is kept
on the wall of a newly built temple of Mahaiikala
in Surkhet. Some letters of the inscription are
effaced and the legible ones read as follows.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. e AU WA giwagg 2, oo ocfagreea
y g 99Y ATATHTG SEIRE 3, e A e I

APPENDIX B—10
An Inscription of Ajita (Jitari) malla

Place—Padukasthan, Dullu.

Date—1212 Sake (1299 A. D.)

Source—Yogi Naraharinath published this inscription in
Itihasa Prakdsa, Vol. II, No.1 (Kathmandu:
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Itihasa Prakasaka Samgha, 2013 B. S.), p. 201.
I have also read the original text of the
inscription.

Note—]Jitarimalla has been named as Ajitamalla in this
inscription. Some Tibetan chronicles also
mention him as ajidar-rmal. On the other hand,
the same king is called Jayatdri by the Gopal
VamS$avali. These documents have orthographical
error in mentioning the name of the king.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. 3 @33y 2. fyy ensiiaw 3. sqwsr afwar 4. T fegdsag -
5. fsamguss 6. WF 99

APPENDIX B-—11

The Kapilvastu Inscription of Ripumalla

Date—1234 Sake (1312 A. D.).

Source—Yogi Naraharinath, Rudraksaranya Malzdtpzyam
(Kathmandu: Tarak Bahadur Shah, 1880 (Saka),
p. 26.

Transcript of the Inscription

af Aforagnd 1 ffgaeafaisag R3¢ |

APPENDIX B—12

An Inscription of Ripumalla

Place—This inscription is recorded in the colophon of a
manuscript work of Abhisamayalankard preserved
in the spon K’an monastery of Tibet.

Date—1370 V. S. (1313 A. D.).
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Source—L. Petech, Medieval History of Nepal (Rome : I
M. Eo, 1965), p. 108-109 ff.

Note—This is the first inscription of the Khasa Kingdom

which mentions Vikrama Era.

Transcript of the Inscription

g 39 wEwr afz R afafed | grad | geRET—
ArdeaT sfrgasaausy |

APPENDIX B—13
The Pillar Inscription of Ripumalla

Place—This inscription is inscribed on the Asokan
Pillar of Lumbini.

Date—X

Source—Yogi Naraharinath, Itihdsa Prakasa, Vol. 1I,
No. 1 (Kathmandu: Itihasa Prakasaka Samgna,
2013 B. S.), p. 81.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. @imAraga g 2. =Nftgees f sag: 3. "@ww
(%) &: Az

APPENDIX B—14
A Stone Inscription of Ripumalla

Place—Sera, Sinja.
Date—X

Source—Yogi Naraharinath, Itihdsa Prakasa, Vol. II,
No. I (Kathmandu: Itihasa Prakasaka Samgha,
2013 B. S.), p. 80.

Note—Some letters of the inscription are effaced and
the legible ones read as follows.
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Transcript of the Inscription

1. 3 gfoggdg o fagaea 2. - fagusau=ay (fa) MFw
3, - famifrar 9 ffsaifgagere fegaedasy— 4. argdfaasar
~foguew  fadem 1| SrFAmgeEagay 5. waAmfAAr o
fafgarfigaeaa faar gatd aad

APPENDIX B-—15
The Copper Plate Inscription of Adityamalla (1)

Source—Dhanaraj soti, Sotigaun, Bajhang.

Date—1238 Sake (1316 A. D.).

Note—This inscription has been brought to light by Raja
Ram Subedi in ‘“‘Karndli Pradesa ka Raja
Adityamalla ko Sike 1238 ko Tamrapatra”.
Contributions to Nepalese Studies, Vol. 11, No. 3
(2041 B. S.), p. 117.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. o @afed | = sTggaear | ggzanIgwT fquzagifufosa—
gfafeszase 2aar = ga—-

2. RN af=at qUEe | AIFAFUIAN | UAY (F)
AR THRITE 7ATIR

3, fafaa fasaafa fausars qeaswgs sgrusifas
synarfaea

4. wewRa: gra: g Wi aofardfeas sag
TEFT 9197 997 |

5. orwgar #ifg @z qqrar mifqqraisr arem 3 97
garear fagm

6. SUIEAi A=A IVTERT AT WAT ©F N @qHFT
YITAIIAD T T

7. war fawnsats mgn sfaqre ) argats
T 9 | @I qY
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8. ® | I & 3t g | JEeaafa s water qorQ
ufq | sfaaw ag1 &
9. @ 7 fawdfa sar9a: | sy wmfewr AT "
Y @TH 9335 Arrfae gfe
10. grzeat O fafaa fafa quqg o

APPENDIX B—16
The Copper Plate Inscription of Adityamalla {2)

Place—C. D. O. Office, Dailekh.

Date—1243 Sake (1321 A.D.).

Source—Surya Mani Adhikary, ¢Paschim Nepal ka
kehl Aprakasit Abhilekh”, Contributions to
Nepalese Studies, Vol. VII, No. 1 & 2 (1979-
1980), pp. 177-178.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. - fassramafaageeay | gal@E s=feranrmag -

2, sfafauezdsifafasfafegegaefmaiougn
UAFFAITA—

3. SIIFReHIUIEEAdIRSIHINIRIG A=Y A 1

AT
safamgisagun | fredtnegadEmafernfany fa-

5. faszmdifauaararwegmrgrasifausadaesiaiz-
6. gacARY: @re: qT @FHrT: gafrarfeaiaag

TEFIIR ATE@T 1
7. qarfs afs 1 dearagfasr sear It 1 agwam v a@g
ggeT I
8. QUFE SIEINISHY AT q AFIIAET TARFT AT  Arfg@iarey
ATHAT 9

9. a1 afa swar aawT qF Afast garfs g
10. snfxeaweafs war q@rs< ) vy sEfasr mar e
fegsfind—



Xvi Nirala History Series.)

11, gargawfefafrgarfeaafmagaay | sfaowmagmgms-
12, afagaigarafa win = aF 93¢3 arfeaa gy

ggeafaamr |

APPENDIX B—17
The Copper Plate Inscription of Adityamalla (3)

Place—Taghwai Monastery, north of Gorkha.
Date—1243 Sake (1321 A. D.).

Source—Mohan Prasad Khenal, Madhyakalin Abhilekh
(Kathmandu: 2030 B. S.), pp. 1-3.
Note—The inscription is written in the vernaculi

Sifjall and the Tibetan. The same subject matter
has been repeated in both the languages. In this
Appendix only the Sinjali portion of the

inscription is included.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. & @afes n sNad 93¢ Nuzifzaacady gafanfEa
2, agn uger wig qmifs afsq o argaEEEmEfa g-
3. W geT e gifa qrqefad) g e wfe afreqw
4. ST Fex AT AT YFAT UA AfEHT 11 Hifg ITAH

5. TEFEMT Qoo FT GIATGAAIAF N FUTEA! AT (W) ¢
6. gETvg N AT q&T)

APPENDIX B—I8

The Copper Plate Inscription of Punyamalla

Place—Taghwai Monastery, north of Gorkha.
Dare—1250 Sake (1328 A. D.)

Source—Mohan Prasad Khanal, Madhyakdlin Abhilekh
(Kathmandu: 2030 B. S.), pp. 9-10.
Note—In this inscription also the same subject matif
has been repeated in the vernacular Sidjall af’.d
the Tibetan. Only the portion of the Sifijil

language is included in this Appendix.
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Transcript of the Inscription

»t T qYo

&t &afeq | giw) fagr @1 (a7) g3 quAeasy & (1) faa
qafaz @mat grgray gfas dow afesrd
#UfF FaFT gq'sfa sTaa) @ o

Fex1 ArfaaY armfear qigars’ qrg war
frd ofs qfaat wgra (9) #1 a7 faaisd o
%] aasraaifn gwia qmfs

T wgrassr aq faat sear g (w) fa af
gafaarmr qrer gww fafafs b (@) qaz
waifsaY avamqrgaateEfas sqfa
garrsraaar yarfa arsfa asfa ag w

a atha w13 Igw g7 fear wgrassr gzq
Y@q argh srxfy fafa Srar Y ga geara
TATE  fF g QA TPIIAAT J

9 gyl 4T |
APPENDIX B—19

The Kanakapatra of Punyamalla (1)

Dare—1258 Sake (1336 A.D.)
Source—Yogi Naraharinath, Itihasa Prakdsama Samhdhi-
patra Sangraha, Vol. 1 (2022 B. S.), p. 761.
Note—In the end of the inscription, a figure of sword
and the name of Punyamalla are also inscribed.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. i wafea n gaeargafawrarafagsassanamfwaafage
gagfagforsr-

2. foggefqszalvsgageagraqasifafgaraiaargaiqg
saFeaf-

3. awyfeafaafsquegafafgaqivsarda’ | a'argfEgayEda:
gqeqagfanas-
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11, garvasfefafagafraaforgaayg | sfaowmmaewagraa—
12, afagaigmrafe uin = md 93¢ arf@a gfz 3

ggeafaai |

APPENDIX B—17
The Copper Plate Inscription of Adityamalla (3)

Place—Taghwai Monastery, north of Gorkha.

Date — 1243 Sake (1321 A. D.).
Source—Mohan Prasad Khenal, Madhyakalin Abhilekh

(Kathmandu: 2030 B. S.), pp. 1-3.

Note—The inscription is written - in the vernacular
Sinjall and the Tibetan. The same subject matter
has been repeated in both the languages. In this
Appendix only the Sinjali portion of the
inscription is included.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. o @fea n =NaF 93¢ frafeeaveaa gafarfma-
2, ag n ugs arg quifs sfew o argmaramaefat gr-
3. @r gex AaEr grfw grqafagy gran wwar wfed ofawg wn
4. ST Fex ATIRT AT q#AT 99 FfFa 1 g g9

5. @ ®AAET Qo0 FT GTAATGAAAF 1| IUTIEAT a7 (W) g
6. qEEE N T gaT)

APPENDIX B—I8

The Copper Plate Inscription of Punyamalla

Place—Taghwai Monastery, north of Gorkha.

Date—1250 Sake (1328 A. D))

Source—Mohan Prasad Khanal, Madhyakalin Abhilekh

(Kathmandu: 2030 B. S.), pp. 9-10.

Note—In this inscription also the same subject matter
has been repeated in the vernacular Siijali and
the Tibetan. Only the portion of the Sifjal
language is included in this Appendix.
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Transcript of the Inscription
=t W 43N0

@t @afeq | gawY fas) 21 (37) < quAsaFy & (1) foa
qafat araY grgreY gfas s afarrd
wfifs #ws< gy 'wfa Fromt g ag

Fear aifaat qraifeat qiIqme’ arg war
frd af qfaat wgra (1) M a& fqaisd o
%] qasreaaifa gza qafs

Y wgrassr aq faat sear g (9) fa afa
gafaarar qrer raQ fafrafe o (@) qux
waifen arsnraraaatarifag sqfq
gataQaEr yafe arsfq 93fa @7 w

a mfa iz 9gw g7 fea agrusey g2
Jga qigt srxfa fafma <rar Y aw geara
TAGTH  GIfT GAFY GIA TIIAAT S

9 gyl 7 |
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APPENDIX B—19
The Kanakapatra of Punyamalla (1)

Date—1258 Sake (1336 A.D.)
Source—Yogi Naraharinath, Itihasa Prakdsama Sathdhi-
patra Sangraha, Vol. 1 (2022 B. S.), p. 761.

Note—In the end of the inscription, a figure of sword
and the name of Punyamalla are also inscribed.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. & eafeq n gregrgafamamafagrasranamfvaadag

gargfaafos-
2. foggafaszalvszagengama i fafaaracaasgangqa
waaeaf-

3. awyfeafagfequafafgaasadat | aaghagayEga:
ageaagfanas-
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10.

11,

12,

13.
14,

15.

16,

‘70
18.
19.

20.
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sarafrferemfafrMarearafgmaaTausiaaarsaes
faenwfafercafafans -
UgrEfgigagagfAaqrgamEIe R ImF g EFaFAqI Al
adTEfagRIEeH -

gaIsRRgaRaqw: g afgafaafa? | sfinfa Fafwarmag
AR 1) AESLFATAAT—

AIE AT R R FATTg AN garvaAfanagsg usy
ECILCEENE R CCEL T
fenaarFrafavedizifuftzafaficsieiamafmafyugmus
EEGIRCUNIE b L

Mamfagifammgarfeag uadfameafigmsssaae s
ssassUAarvafayg -

wfa fagarafa fauanm exawgrerngraafagusaiiea
S1qTgraReaRaT: ar-

7a: grafarr ggma feadsasg o = wF 9w wifas
glz fasmizawai wfqar fagag

QAAFFT 3T ATRITATT 11 ATHT FIRA 1)

gq giEr Jaw o afgwfc 7gT wgal aw)

sfg gar T armure sawafE g FfT qaw gfeq 13:
#aggea fang smaesr-

seqrdt gaargrfafay a7 sft qarsfx agr g quansafs
wrar wiT sfqae sar-

srafedsragarfa wig wfasr Ifasr gar anfs g=7 Fear
ey 2fa

Fifg Iaer qafesd amaq s fadsft Fare dfed gaq
CE|

arferot gafagaat ggadqgn « sand Faifegr ad-
fgam:

gawigrmifo: n fagsfigigamasfo ofafagarfs safa
Fgud gfg -

raaRawAaIatagaigmnafr 0 ofszad agami ag
fassfa wfaa:



X1x

21, HIe\AT TATA T INT A& Aq7 W @qonfa FAY 95

QAT AT
22, & wAiafg my: emgHd: wydgeafaq ) fafed o Megom
foaaeg u = n qUaRET  HRT)

APPENDIX B—20
The Kanakapatra of Punyamalla (2)

Date—1259 Sake (1337 A. D).
Source—Yogi Naraharinath, Itihdsa Prakdsama Samdhi-
patra Sangraha, Vol. 1, 2022 B. S.), p. 762.

Transcript of the Inscription

it wafed 1 gueadfeNFagaatragszerE@ @I TagTa-
graaaaramafgaaa famfiagaggamdesmsfcargas-
gaafagay @waneRIAnT O (sAfaafraqatacfa |

argguggeaafaar fanaaangrasasadtasifaqsfq-
THRAT NI FAT YA B ATFS e (Sarh e ggAnazzve-
A EFIggnFsfagsraustaudiafcasigamaifaaafafac-
faforarsmafgaaageAiagaatemgrarafadfaary dez-
FUfaF |

FIAFAFIFUF O AT ATCGAF W@EgIATTaFifanfafaaqrg-
FANATT @ gA aTg@Rfefaraaegararearaifadaafay
sfyafaaarg 1

SECUERCEANEIPRELRCRE EREC UG E TER R ECIME L
arqee: wavsfrayazvsafisarmafs ueqsfafeasfafaieaar-
eftaatqtaausEFarua: ragaataanrRadadfaaresfagor-
TSATIETANTSTUS | sgtfaqasirenfueangeusraraa tagyfy-
frafarafesaadifruanagdaaafgnasiqr e o q@-
gara: ghafaafaay gasg

wrd %R Fmw gz 13 @ fagey uswft sgr aon-
qqr & UIF AR |
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fszat 3g'=T avar R aigr Ty ey § gat fararey sEy
q FYZ GAGRY ATAT § AW THA AAT L EAMrFATAIIAfqEgIEy
sitag quaaeasdd = fraecfaqfiagen: aaq ggamrfafags
arfasr 4% sfanfad | gaagw qa=t aw s Jmar L q@n Jar )
sirquansafs arar sfaara faamse Ifed 5 amar wig wiaay e
It arfg 4= |

ax aifam: gaigmwat g 949 agn  sAfwaideaEfa
gq fganwiermfrosg )

sfseqgageanfor taw fassfa gfae: | qsyTr=IERAEAra-
FARHAAT | AAIgHEAAIIG: | fwaragaafa gag n

APPENDNIX B-—21
An Inscription of Dharmabhadra Thapa

Place—Khatyadivada, Bettisgaun, Kalikot.

Date—1260 Sike (1338 A. D.).

Source—Yogi Naraharinath, [Itihasa Prakasa, Vol. Il
No. 1 (Kathmandu: Itihdsa Prakasaka Samgha,

2013 B.S.) p. 45.
Note—This 1s a stone inscription found in a water-

recaptacle of khatyadivada.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. i wafed u sNamd q%0 #rar- 2. fa nqu faga nqzn
sfiggdiaeadd: fafe 3. afewi 9 qag gawe arar g5a
4. 5005 tes BEBEreet 1w bw- I

APPENDIX B—22

The Copper Plate Inscription of Prithvimalla (1)

Place—Singada, Bajura.

Date—1271 Sike (1349 A. D.).

Source—Surya Mani Adhikary, Paschim Nepalko Aitihasik
Anvesana (Kathmandu: C N AS, 2043 B. S.).

pp. 8-9.
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15.

16,

l7.
18.
19.
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Note—In the end of the inscription, the figures of sword,
conch, sun and moon, and the letters ‘malla

prithvi’ are also inscribed,

Transcript of the Inscription

sieqifes 1 =it wfagenfaaraamrdresaaar
THIIERAAAIIAE shgaragafarasTsg
Tsaeenan sasfanyadsafenamrsa faued
sifafsza sfafezase @ar afewar quaw vaafa ara
gu ArRgfae ayarafs getg aadtfamrer sdfto go o
qIT.... AT FTssase affaguadenfuearye asara
gefor yafq fawarash faramrs qeawgis wgrar
arfaars AT SraggEiaeaaqmET: aiq: g
gafear: geax fawfga: n sHmF 999 wifas aga
THFILT | TEATAT N UZHT 3

ggfeasr afawrd wfw §

fa atr q gzgwie @t w29 rg Srsfa & 9
afswr IurEHr o

greiF? faarat s gifd sar g-ary WINTE & q
faewre « g W

g TFT A1 3 1 A geFHT FT T 933 (3)

Wiz | &t

g shizfa mrarsfgene vgar qaisft awr g
geifa feidY Mg sgarfa $fg &7 awra | @y war g—
qftasafs arar qarsfc a7 | faafels amar Ifan
¥t T A wifaor: garaEwa). gg awiqAr: T

T q () a7 UIAT: ywifa qIAT. JAUT UIF |

APPENDIX B-23

An Inscription of Devavarma, Patharnauli, Dullu

Date—1276 Sike (1354 A. D.),

Source—G. Tucci Preliminary Report on two Scientific Ex-
peditions in Nepal (Rome: IM E O, 1957), p. 45,
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Note—The inscription is engraved on the lintle of the
Patharnauli made of large and massive stone
blocks. I have also read the inscription at the spot.

Transcript of the Inscription

o afwr agd §
1. o wfeq =t mF qRot 9w afg R gEFArAR wgraafaus-
QT I ARGTIFIHAAF
2.  qYAFIE MAATONAGLAN AeAAAAGUSE | AZIHIT AT
gMFHRATAEHT |

3,  FamEruaaAasEadad: | sawanfaasgia s .
JA: || ATFFIIAT: HITAT 1)

4. Ixanat sgrafa: « aarqFavardfafaaeragsan o
SeadaragwaafaggTad: | fa-

5. smgfaseaTash fagaddfeaiagimer singdgadda:
SECCIECARCRZEADINGE

6. geargaadear | Faafagsaywr) adfatfaa o fafaa
gxzaT | gfa gwagg n

APPENDIX B—24

An Inscription of Devavarma, Kuchi, Achham

Date—1276 Sake (1354 A. D.).

Source—Yogi Naraharinath, [Itihasa Prakasa, Vol. 11,
No. 1 (Kathmandu: Itihasa Prakasaka Samhga,

2013 B. S.), p. 45.

Note—This inscription has been engraved on the lintle of
the small reservoir (naull) of Kuchi village.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. = qRut 0 rusfaus gadaeafaisag oo
dagd quTedaEgfan wag n 2. fafgafad

fafezzig
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APPENDIX B-—25
An Inscription of Yakovarama

Place —Jayagadh, Achham.

Source—Surya Mani Adhikary, ‘‘Paschim Nepal ka
kehi Aprakasit Abhilekh™ Contibutions to
Nepalese Studies, Vol. VII. Nos. 1 & 2 (1979-
1980), p. 180.

Transcript of the Inscription

aafoagdg 2. AgTRUIAVALIEE- 3. AEATT SavIEI-
feadaag u

APPENDIX B—-26
The Kanakapatra of Prithvimalla

Place—Seridhuska, Jumla.

Date—1278 Sake (1356 A.D.).

Source - Yogi Naraharinath, Itihdsa Prakasa, Vol. II,

No. 1 (Kathmandu: Itihdsa Prakasaka Samgha,
2013 B. S.), pp. 49-52. G. Tucci has brought to
light the photograph of this inscription in
Preliminary Report on two Scientific Expeditions
in Nepal (Rome: I M E O, 1956).

Note—This inscription is in possession of Dhananjaya
Regmi of Seridhuska. In the end of the inscription,
the figures of conch, disc, sword and the letters
‘prithvimalla’ are also inscribed.

Transcript of the Inscription

ot eafeq n eafeamaqEafaneay: magaEaaaRIgRET-
gramATEMaANg | g F14q-
gerfnafrasegamaasarg g wviiszrefa -
qaifagagfeagsnaana: fogEam -

LELIRCIRSE LI CRG CRCTEARUIL T LG R LR G
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11.

12,

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
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stafagaaa 1| TREeAATIAITU |
qILEFTAEWTAAATYATIA srgarugFifgragsaw-
sqrargasaefasyades sfaasfsasidz-

faq & fafmandfasdafmauRss=emagargaaaaa-
SHEHCYAANAAAIATARIATgAFIZeAL -

FITALUNHES | HEATHMIANFAATITENSTIANAN-
gigyfeaagsaiFrEiarn

sarafadaarfac ) aafaqruan greasfagwaeama-
AFIT AT AARSTH IS AT~

gfaaarig qrangrRERgUMfgTsgwaT aaqraaifo
sacggdtasaan gra: guafar: faafya: o

AMF 99 AN Q0 TF QIHT JIG |

JHAT Y FAT M@ UFEHIHT Afgs13d F1f5 @agrar-
gerarar fegarsr |

ae afawix famife agifa awY gfa 1 ¥fc st @van
TG TRIAVFT 9A1E Meg srgfa FAFaafs wiar qar -
s arFgig 1 & q aRtfeRr arare swerfw &1 gm@qafzg
Ar q IrARIEHT G771 qrerF Srarw afga gawfco & q a-
ast grmeF! fawar $9 3 aFv o ar 9 u garagufas
A1 9 I AgAreT aniasr 1 &1 § fasy fagstfe -
ar® Fiams; q efazfe 1 qfafa snfecanes ugw qane-
s qiuy nag fang fggfasts gaagw

F7Za39 g%eq wifa qqiHfT afw | s@« 7 qf7 engms
sar gaaraTfafay wag: @aaafaggaass

F5< gFdar fatfeq Fasoafs mmwft ama Qgifasft
MegMgfaqasit a3gi © ¢ §'s @T swgar-

fa gerfa qarfa |fc sfe w2 g fas” gfear aaiar gwai
Ffed) qr@t I FFIA A1 Y2 A3 ATIAY

gF13 fazrar Mzat aifs #ft @ sg s oifs s
femmr wiafs aft w1za Fifg aqg 3qgr oF 2fF

gfe2tq FZA191T BIW 35 gt ¥ Afx #fT ad sy wife
¥347 B | uq FAx97 fqafs afas fafag w3 (7)



21.

22,

23,

24,

25.

26.

217.

28.

29,

30.

3'.

32.

Xxy

T4 ¢ (X) §a1 @11 a9 oift sxgig | sqroifas fggfass
A1 gua fafaes” gquras sfc gqr it awgig ) v 9%
gx fwaifs wrar meg srsfasr ga arfa wg wfasr | Sda
Y atfs @13 | &Y oY FagweA fwads qrar a9 qAm
Qg glEiT @Y%AT @ 93T oF § qrar § WA E 919 ag
facy $wa< 93 79 g9 ufas 37 @R ot ofq «&\f=-

ar anifs o as9x fwads wior a9 9raa oF uxa
FT AMF FaT A8 qr@ fw wv g o

St aY wier gfqara &Y qug @igg | aY gferagny wwISEA-
aqigarg | amgafaugd: qa-

Mg gaeda: W avuagag fqatfafatfag: + gfa aduaa-
fagarifag wd 1 ofszadaar-

uieafassfagfag: | agarigrramasdaaq o faasft-
Fraarad wfoafa fagar

fraafoagaayg | afasraaaanadiagafag @igmafe o gao-
AF AT ATATH |

grAAEATAIfaaafagagEn 1 Q[IATIWAT a1 a1 gi=q
Fgea <  afseagqgaiaifa s@r -

ga ffa:n aigwmgamgriarag giasta () fasramg
AFT ~GAANAIAHATNIHG 1| 37T

arferom: | gararzaaY FgIfasagaTr: | gEuddur: | HEq-
arfero: 1 srerfa waen watwife v

taeqfawraar scara Ut fgg UIAT §aT wi@AIIE

arq waifg frfea (1) scag snzfa 4T -

fr das =faaadfea: gaag u q 7 qq
¥ &

APPENDIX B—27

The Stone Pillar Inscription (Kirtistambha) of Prithvimalla

Place—Dullu, Dailekh
Date—1279 Sake (1357 A. D.)
Source—Yogi Naraharinath, ltihasa Prakadsa, Vol. II,
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No. 1 (Kathmandu : Itihasa Praka$aka Sargha,
2013 B. S.), pp. 58-61. G. Tucci, Preliminary
Report on two Scientific Expeditions in Nepal
(Rome : I M E O, 1956), pp. 46-49, Fig. 11.
The author of this book has also read the
inscription at the spot.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. o wafeq | JJqguieaagas 2. IAANE fFaIHq )
A Aw 3. sgud garar forarfaa: 4. qu anrfecaa® saarfaara
qq: g 5. AEFTARIT GO | IQDAT 7 6. qANIEI I
festarfeara: 7. R ) shAorEAefasa@waent 8. ayfew (@)
qAYY: | arageEd 9. AgEadiy: AT g T 10, F 03
AT A7 gERRgITTE 11 FANIg | aST  GYIIEgEE
12. QIIEFIRAT: 1| ¥ | ad: egrarg 13, mafa fanr @)
grafafaefaraay 14, wna: sfaraaalaage 15, fq: e
faear a=aQq fafgaaafa 16, «fg fawd gLdasamsa @ 17,
gargﬂqgeﬁ;‘; " 'J\ “....;ﬂ.a 18 5065 40000008 70 e00rrs0c 000000000 |9.

s FT 20. R RN TR AT
fasdgasrrred 21. fagaqEagmaT 1 saedseargacar 22,
USTHITT 1 N9 1 AGEE 23, FASIAT HAIAATEITT: 4 o
Y JRAEEIIIECCER sevee s weee PA e weseenn [t eeeeens qreqs

gT 25. AT | AFAeY ATEIHIGST 27, fAez wEggmnr on R n
QaREAIG 28. T: SAT IEIETAIINIGT | GIea) 29, AFATHIATET-
agawarasafger 30, 93 1 9o n saATmgAEd wa7 31,
¥qAqEqaY | Sgagaasdar 32, g wAraat=afafgd o qq 1 g 33,
gifegRweat A1 FEAWWRAT A 34, AATwAIT gArgai feafy

() FAT1 IR
Back

3l wfor & g
1. &y zafeg 1 gearsareegen=afasa () 2. sifagsa zfa
gemaenrckify 3, wew () wEed gfa swwigqani v 93 n 4.
masaArguAnFFcafefaia 5. g aifgaataarT | fFarfeg 6.
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FAWAGET EARANGIAT 7. ARFATAT 11 9¢ 1) FMTYT AAZ
8. weARIIANA: 1 frgueaa dq1a 9. AEATATHA: 1 9% 1
#ifeeg 10 wew fomifegy: searor 11, weaea qqex qma:
wrerer 12, wfea: gadew gAY gagnsar 13, gawy fadio:
9% 1 § T A1~ 14, TUTEAIAATIIAG | q9 1S, AF147:
qugaeAEaAIVaiT 16, =qd 11 Qo 1 aF: WFINAAT 17, HgAIA-
frargar | gaeg g— 18. gAiwearent snaY axwafz 19, 7Y v 9=
ArEIey g FAMT 20, gATAE qEHAt 1 AT ANgg 21, e
garasifa faway v 991 22, gafr zzarfusay ag sarfo 23,
FAAT | gEArATATNAAAS (0) 24, FALNEFT: 11 30 | IHFFT @
25. GHIATEATAIREIZAGIA | 20, INFsqfquAfqoryfafy 27.
arfaar 1 39 1 faggorr fegse 28, wwaFOT gHaTFr 29, o9y
fagusy @aFT® 30, FFAFATFGBIE N IR 1 31, JAER-
wdrgafa ;) gwifeans 32, Afeat Fafagm: 1+ sfwfaq 33,
afaggdirag: twauag 34, 7nees 0 33 1 sgfaqaamed 35,
qH SASSEQqTH TEWIT 26. AT Mfgeaarfafaa: u 3¢

Bottom Left
W Q9%

APPENDIX B-—28
The Stone Inscription of Jayasimha

Place—Balabhairab Temple, Dullu. Dailekh.

Date—127 (9) Sike (1357 A. D.)
Source—Surya Mani Adhikary, Pa$chim Nepalko Aitihasik
Anvesana (Kathmandu: C N A S, 2043 B. S.).

p. 11.

Transcript of the Inscription
WY afwr @@ (§)

AT GATTHNAIGAA AT | safaaTmereiafa-
wifaar faar o = ar. e (R) 1
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APPENDIX B—29
The Mudedaval Inscription of Prithvimalla

Place—Dullu, Dailekh.

Date—1280 Sake (1358 A. D.).

Source—Yogi Naraharinath, Itihasa Prakdsa, Vol. II,
No. I (Kathmandu : Itihasa Prakasaka Sarmagha,
2013 B. S.) pp. 68-69

Transcript of the Inscription

1. (sM) wafeq shw@ qReo & (a1) foad 0 Faaoarfze
quAtreangty a1 | faigasardafgersmifar i 9 01 aggegoaas-
2. FGEAMHEARATGT | JAAFAFAqear: gfFAaTE 0 3
weraifeafafa - awd w1 3. J@FATHASAT FTETEAlOTT OfY
fafsearagd wd aafufags aras: 0

APPENDIX B—30
The Copper Plate Inscription of Prithvimalla (2)

Place—Magistrate Office, Jumla.

Date — 1280 Sake (1358 A. D.).

Source—Yogi Naraharinath, [Itihasa Prakasa, Vol. II,
No. 1 (Kathmandu: Itihasa Prakasaka Sarmgha,
2013 B. S.), pp. 69-71

Note—In the end of the inscription, the figures of sword,

sun, moon, and the name °‘Prithvimalla’ are also
inscribed.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. eafeq 1 sfqgaafaigh (m) sessaasnafagr
ATAFIETAAYIUCSIATIATEAT 2. )gedd o471 | TEEEAAI-
qrargarEmATrEggarTgasgaagaifa- 3. aggreausg-
g sfrrqadsafenanisrrafavefaifufsagfaftsass- 2qar:

4. afemaiquae | usafaarwar 1 aegigaatgaifzsoiafames



XXix

THW T3 | A~ 5. FUAATSTAE | A fwavadarfaege |
uaraafnayfafaseradt faaanma 6. srowgrEngraafaua-
qIATAA TR IAAEARANE: AT qRAIfERr: gEAr- 7. T 94N
fastfa: n »t m&F e Hravay 9wy mafuafz q3 &
UFHT A1 8. GAMAr ). FT WA A1AT 11 GiTHT S AAfOTAH
gaxifasr faq aaare fafg qvarac gfg— 10, sfarmsft s@ar
g a1 faagwafea aser aifa qagra (3. aqamwr fafag's ai— 11,
qrarad fc T Mzfa qarfs awegi g | @iqr qwEt sEar
qrEt fr3'qe @Y Nfa ge 12, M agarfa garfa derfa g9 erfe
BAFFT AFT FfT qqifFs qFewrg | = g 13 gAaeafzar (@m)
gr qarwEfT a®%T | I[JuaAngfamrar J=Fr Iar g1 14, 3
ot (ar) feror: gatarzaaY ) ggdqa: | sar smfafag a1 fa-
15. eafg wrgar | fefs &wara o avg werdy | gag @irgfa ) gt~
weife | @F § 16, sy Sisfa | wfteagaganfoar fawsfa
qftrg: 1 @ @mar qar @) Ffe SFwarg WM 17, QQIE Q9 My

ar gafx
CEL

-

S

Heq

APPENDIX B-31
An Inscription of Jagatisimha

Place—Devargauda, Kalikot.

Date—X

Source—Yogi Naraharinath, Itihdsa Prakasa, Vol. 11,
No. 1 (Kathmandu: Itihasa Prakasaka Samhga,
2013 B.S.), p. 75; G. Tucci, A Preliminary
Report on two Scientific Expeditions in Nepal
(Rome : 1956), fig. 60.

Transcript of the Inscription
W Afe agn ¢

sad wag ot qadimeaa: n o fafeafez gud safafaser
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APPENDIX B—32
An Inscription of Prithvimalla

Place--Tharpuchakha, Kalikot.

Date—X

Source—Yogi Naraharinath, [Itihdsa Prakasa, Vol. Il
No. ! (Kathmandu: Itihdsa Prakasaka Samgha
2013 B.S.) p. 77.

b

Transcript of the Inscription

1. & wfagy g 2. %AA9WYF 95 gean: 3. gigar s g n
qaguUS 4. siggatAed: geivag |

APPENDIX B-33
The Copper Plate Inscription of Siryamalla

Date— 1289 Sake (1367 A. D.).
Source—Govinda Prasad Bhattarai, Nepal ra Nepali
(Kathmandu : 2037 B. S.). p. 89-91.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. i wafea n afegsegfemranfeaanaay defaar-
gt} faggrE@waasy h 2. axgaeaaoi wrarrafanfaaysgosr-
aArIEGEAaFfaar@EguEd 3. facgagwenanmgadas
samrafaearafafaagg wfag aisgearea— 4 gwadga foagy-
wfagas sawfcgagdin Ngarugagea— 5. gaq Tafgsayu-
FearaRE UTacrafagfrauagmraFi qasaifa: 6. aigaags-
mat @Y gEaEsgagdsaguafraggegrosfausas- 7,
FIIfEFFTA T WG YA U IAFII AT FeagLorgArors sy iy
8. gurafasefyusa siigaueagman: ara: gafwar garfenfia
Afar— 9. F 93sR  Awsafeigmeat 1 g9 wIE WM 10,
fastz srasr sfawrd stafa 11, sy § qgarear aifasy gear-
aya afgd st @ JsrFAEEARY | qTEr q g 93, ATRY ATET
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FATTTRT | ATAY 1| Jgaifas) QFT 197 ¥ Fa697 - 13,
fe gar sirefa qarfs gaearg’ 1 9ifc wifc ds g’z A1z agnfagafa-
Jerifa 14, 93" gfeat gon wfeear At feemy arfs sf ofa-
awl qF w5 fevr- 15, or qur qanfs saqar g 1 & wan
gaweafs wrar Afawr I qmafc aaq 16, qzr szl fF e
Ffawy 37t arfe 71 gy wig qamfa Y @ gfer o= 9 (9) Ar-
17. 7 q|l® af gt a1q g oF § gET  IEFT A e |
% aifgor: @ - 18, 41 gateranaY | quueasr quefl sqagA
Fa, AB1fT WIA 19, siagr UIA. UY UIH, HIFEA UIA
gt (§) werfe, axtasifc 20, sagai a3gar ar Y @ agui @
faszrat gfagear fogfa: a- 21, gasafa. wamfe Fatr o
qraAta: gaeAd: wyRq fg 99 wargn wAAseafaq) fa gmenar
Frear qraaaiag |

APPENDIX B—34
The Copper Plate Inscription of Abhayamalla (1)

Date—1298 Sake (1376 A. D.).
Source—Himavat Samskriti, Vol, 1, p. 35

Transcript of the Inscription

geafeq 1 afgFagvaTaQIagrgrhgdRfassaaEnTa-
fasrgrerMgrRMEFrarTIaagegagaagfgafnifraraagarm-
ufafaaggansinaRagcn@gafagres sacfwwimygat-
gaufugamgavTaafafaafiqgaaamfaNaramfaraaifiggg
gyearfigneafafaafasarmas: gaveqagsgosfaqsizosgrsfaa-
speoAF e AFaIfqEUgEENIANNT . FrArAT17gAaT-
ARELIRCIE L CURIERGCLECIEREE: CRRIEEEILE LSS CHE LI G
FIOAAT. AT AATANIHATEIIIT 1 =NWF %«
FreqA afg © @Y | TR AR 1

qrg®r Afgwfe | mifrafa o aqomasr Jasifeat fanad-
nz afgd oFT Al QU IFR qFT q9319 fagg fv qawg Szl
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qqrfE aqig | geifa deife My agarfa 1 sife Qg 8 eifs
AFAG | FAT TEA1 Ffear g My VA o) g A
ST ggETAEd TEHT q@rfEfg 1 F wiar @ q@ifs sweg o @
qINT Avaasafs qier 9qifE s 1| STaeg sgfa | afguaarsfafs
arar FIfasr IM anfs g1 sy wmifgor | gEerEwE) @EAE
gaea! gifer: siqasg wsan fafigrg vsar usarg wsar ja@s
HIGSHIGN AGF A FI304 |

APPENDIX B—35

The Copper Plate Inscription of Abhayamalla {2)

Date—1298 Sake (1376 A. D.).
Source— Himavat Samskriti, Vol. 1, p. 36.

Transcript of the Inscription

& &afeq | afasaq@avdigagrdaaadsifassaadsin-
FafAqFAIEANZITN EATATITAEageaeq gafrifaaaad-
aiaafafaagsansifaazagaamaafa anas Faefmwingg-
wygiafgaggayagafafaatigaasifafaaaaafataarfiqage-
wagsg sfaaaizgguefaiseseifas wmagaafigaiftguugag-
AN AT LT qegiw  qrfaFra graad wAgaggqg-
Tagaaaarsarmifaafed gwmgas. gefaw siwravgacafa-
@Ay SNwF 935 BT gz N7 uzF arg u

gfa sifgarwr swfawq @5t gfa o fafeaswr aar s
g AIAFT MAQIAE ) ATGT | G ) FSFYIFT q@T g -
qar | faguiar ¢ qufaqEy 3 &= @1 R FRAST ArAOITA WA
fe 1| merF ety | afgus aifa sdus @ifq ) sgarfa ) qanfs
aFr B | @9r q&T Ffcar e fasay @i agarfa geifa
Ferelt 1 Fife Nfc ;fg Faaara av wrer swgasafs arar qqifs
ag gifafs wrE@r sv'= 1 oy afgor w@eqxan | ga=aaE) saag-
UIAN 1| §F UIAT | I3 UIAT ABIHY UIAT YA |
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APPENDIX B—36
The Copper Plate Inscription of Abhayamalia (3)

Place— Danduru Village, Bajhang.
Date—1299 Sike (1377 A. D.).
Source—Raja Ram Subedi, “Bajhang jillaka Bihra
Abhilekh’ Contributions to Nepalese Studies,
Vol. VL. No. 2 (1979). pp. 91-92
Note—The inscription is reproduced here with correc-
tions. In the end of the inscription, the figures of
disc and conch and the name ‘sri abhayamalla’
are also inscribed.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. &t gafeq 0 vgargrarvanugaramarafigrade gEear
2. sarwgweadaqian: aafara: agan a9= fqafgay wag 2,
st wrE 93%% MG faq avAa@ wsH ARy | 4, afawFd wf
gerarqr QF1ar aqsfq garaqest At n 5. g fawifear mzatasr
gfasr ItarT g F7ar arfaarst 6 g3 | g A1FT IvATNIRIGE
wgear WY TF T Srarar i 7. tagsigarfaa fagfaary armarmat-
stare It qifeaarar | 8. INT ATTRY afd oFT o arArgEURw
d4eq qit faw 1 9. Mzfa amfs axarg | <2 9 A qgar
Fq A 1 10. N fazmr @ [ maar g fag e
gert 1 & 11, Z1dr | arwmEr fze qraraay frg aqsT a4da
fagz 1 12. sf agneast s a7 Y qursfc faw Sigfas
¥-13. faRr Jar anfg o'sr SAwENET qEifFs Jaw Taag
fatag 14. wdeg gaAa@g JABR! JEATFA JIAM  IQIFT
IIreATRATIVY | 15, STHN QINT R | JYIFT IEAI&T AT 9
7 arfao: w@AaErg— 16, gixwaAaY | 3gAg | gaEas qife
Argo UIA uHgeArgr | 17, fagewiz sregar gfamt uaw
s faast aal gd sfgore (8. & qua qizar 1 o ag afq
THITHT G AIAITEF qUgAT | F®— 1Y, wafs FenR mghkr
gmaafy | sfaeaagies (7) fagafa - 20, g=a 0 @z
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qat &1 31 gsT ag uuyg oftz a7 aganfu fassiar sr-21. 23
Ffa: 1 wAamfe F7 g8 QAT qqEAT: 9T  WAWEG gq
22. waAweafag

SLILRUCIRELE st e
agay gw qed

APPENDIX B—37

The Copper Plate Inscription of Abhayamalla (4)

Date—1299 Sake (1377 A. D.),

Source—R2ja Ram Subedi, ‘‘Bajhang jillaka Bahra
Abhilekh’ Contributions to Nepalese Studies,
Vol. VL. No. 2 (1979). pp. 92-93. Purna
Prakash Nepal ““Yatri’’, Setik@ Tara (Biratnagar:
Himali Saugat Prakashan, 2034 B.S.).
PD. 246-247.

Transcript of the Inscription

1, af w@&fed 1 afasFasEawdgagradargaffa- 2.
aﬁat%?tarimﬁfaaﬁra‘(wfagrtﬂ‘nmr?i:awagsa:ageagfgaﬁri‘f'a -
graggaAy— 3. funfaagrawsifangagrnaqafamassaafc-
auRmeR- Jqz (9)- 4. Fafuaaagagagafafaatgaasita-
saqaafaiaafigegge- 5. agEfan@tfatzafasarams: geao-
enazvegefaasdeasia- 6, dsgwifarimaraaimarfomg-
THEATANNTA: FIFAIF F1ATYAI- 8. g AFafasag gnarqwad-
TaTgEnE: naaqranefaaifa (afvzq) I g0 8. qafar:
sfiarasaacafmmdsag: 1 saE 93%% WY afg 9 |7 g
arew 1 9. gurwr arfustic wifF wfr 1 a1 9 wwemETAE 28T 0
AT FIZATET T 11 THT 10, FT FAFNLT IW F TFT AT R ATHIIT
argafs qg ssfa o fag vzfe ) fas g 11, sigfa omfs aFamg
geAFT yHT ga3a  fayggrarcar qear wfear M oq- 12, garsy
gais et av oife wagrg ) ®ifgeas agra g @y wmana 13,
gvgreafs @ar gmfs a3 qeensfa 1 Ry wvefe fass «)-
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14. gfa f& qrar IR Fay snfe w'ar 1 o @ifeon gdasana
@A 1 15 71 wmveasr arfw 1 Sgasw wsAr fafam qg@
USGEH AIAT | 6. GUEITH UIAT & faqew WIAL qAFAEH UIAT
gaser uIAr dfefagsn ussEr g7 wIAT 1 AvEgA UINT
17, qas gaera digfa | fagas qeFr a7 aifer

Y 78

APPENDIX B—38
An Inscription of Malayavarma

Place—Rainkasanghu, Kalikot.
Date—1300 Sike (1378 A.D.)

Source—Yogi Naraharinath, Devabhiimi Bharata evam
Adhyatmika Nepdla, Vol. 1 (2038 B. S.). p. 173.

Note—This inscription is inscribed on a huge stone.

Transcript of the Inscription

o wfor ag® g 1)
Y wafeq | sNMF 9300 AT =N AAGART THEraAr A

gy gieE aai--fad sq@eg
APPENDIX B—39

Thc Copper Plate Inscription of Abhayamalla (5)

Place—Brahmatola, Bajura.
Date—1305 Sake (1383 A.D.).

Source—This inscription has been available by the
courtesy of Mr. Purna Prakash Nepal “Yatri’.
According to him, this copper plate is in posse-
ssion of Gopinath, Kalu jaisi and Govind jaisi
of Brahmatola village of Bajura district.
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Transcript of the Inscription

ot gafeq | gareaifufacaaadaraafasga: | sNaTafaf-
ufergsiaraargegy h "grusifausarsrgeasfigusas:
qEAQIEATETATRI N AT TN UATESATUANGF AN EAFATIU -
guqravgTisTwaTmagImgrugefafagaafaasapsfnzvaasa-
damrer: gfadfaafgarg o wafa (! Nard 9304 SAsz afz saar-
AT AIAATEL ) UZFY ATRA |

faar garfe @iz saY Ax I FuHT qEtng 519 famarA-
arer faat g fewr afaws1d F1f% @smgr 1 geramr gfq « goees
FrAr 1 SgaTegET wsifad Wiz grmeA s ardard smaen
g¥eq wifs gedtacal® wiar qarfs sr4grg 1 IeF'T Al Ageafa
wife =ifc geifa dare gamar fasray @9st @1 afasr s
Az efafe afafe fgaasr gaasfa &t gaifE asgig
A WIGT avweAsl FAAF Fa Aifs qamre gysefs afawy
IAT g9 1 o7 arferor: guiacawaal gggd g9 @gIRIG gAraay
UIAT | gREFAT UIAT1  wAFEw 3T fAarwfaw gav)
fefagsrara | g @ aafafy @gmgragos afosa | argrawar

wAmfewdlgdafagaad. | wRafgaTrnggEagis-
wfaq | FugggaE ey q 991 & 0o|Eg

| ]

G

APPENDIX B—40

The Copper Plate Inscription of Malayavarma

Pla e—Handetola, Jajarkot
Date—1311 Sake (1389 A. D.).
Source—Surya Mani Adhikary, Paschima Nepalako
Aitihasika Anvesana (Kathmandu: C N A S,
2043 B. S), p. 12
Note-—In the end of the inscription there is a figure of
sword.
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Transcript of the Inscription

1. &=y sNa@1F 9399 7Y ¥ fadt QU F1¢ ¥ 789 qs =N
aagifa faxr @h) #1 2. arar fafodq =0 ofr o gzrusdua
dagy sfema mawi 3. f% wrar 9% wigwar qq-qasa aqrfa
fem#y & fosatédm gfea afesife aigd oay 4. qg7 gga
I qieqY FT1 99 (F) A8 9f@ YA (1) T 3T TATEMERAT
SNATHT JIHT (IW1T) T- 5. fegqa qaarar areqqd 7 FANUIA
dgxa qrat gfamdsa @an faawr s 3)- 6. e 5 (x) v gz
sgaifa  afer 93 Iqst AzAT @A @rFew fadem aqq @Ew
g§ famr 7. afq aigaq qEr gqazwcaa o) g gww EF (1)
fx warg (1) §3%7 Janfag feg 8. @ (g0) fafw faazr arfrgard
sifa Sy I feg @ife 2 (1) =zwe’ agdfa #fems #g
9. dfq @uT % wIT ® WA FgFAfT 7 (7) gaAfa . a
g3 @Y aI% 919 & I7m— 10, gAwg A1 JW I GEF! FIq
FIAF g § T a9 qETT i A g q2z afes 11 R
WA UA: FFT qIT (TAGH) AIGRT = =g 1

APPENDIX B—41
The Copper Plate Inscription of Abhayamalla (6)

Place—Samjelgaun, Myagdi.
Date—1313 Sake (1391 A. D))

Source—Mohan Prasad Kharal, Madhva Kalina Abhilekh
(Kathmandu: 2030 B. S.), pp. 17-18.

Transcript of the Inscription

1. off eafeq sMOTor@asd: || VIATATTQAT qIATATIGIS
2. sfirAanansadg axrfaafadivag v =arF 9393 aor- 3. afed
raFaral UH A9 AfewFrd fgausa Asmr @ 4. qEagfe-
FfqF arer quifz fgaruIa®T A1) q §=T 5. §F IR 9% §F
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34T IATQ FAT Gf€ 9 1A gASNIGAT 6, FAPAT TAISTAIAY 9
Ay gFRAreaadFEE a@9 q 7. dRFw afq @9 AFA FQ
FAMIATS gFeq et 9- 8. 1w Iurear fF wrw fag gds<
% gaaw fagg - 9. feasgi gdugw arfea e 72 g9 g%
qra sfe § afy 10. sfqaw gicusa gt sgua wfgan fasay
TmegT sigfa 11, aifg gfruse aife sefaarar g asmar aife
qrgg- 12. wa fage wie F@F fanwz azfo @ife s=aggge- 13.
gq yAsAF qife A' Iadt zuad wfg awwd afa 14, sfggaqar
aife afgasfa ggras 1 @@ 9w@AT ar 15, ar g
ag-g<r | afszas  mgaEneit fasziar sad B 16, fw o gaaEg o

ANTHTT (FZT)

APPENDIX B—42

The Copper Plate Inscription of Medinivarma

Place—Jumlakot
Date— 1315 Sake (1393 A. D.).
Source--Yogi Naraharinath, Itihasa Prakasa, Vol. I,

No. | (Kathmandu: Itihasa Prakasaka Sargha,
2013 B. S.), pp. 103-105.

Note—In the end of the inscription the figures of sword,
sun and moon are also inscribed.

Transcript of the Inscription

1, st zafeg 0 afeas & (7) aad =N faga ag @
gar (v) a9 &raved 2. w4 G0 FAGL ) ARy Famfrmaat
AW | AT W (@) 3. g9 wgrHs AT +fy AfgAlag 1 9w
FAT AT 1 KT 4, §F FIT T | WHAIATAT (F) I0 | AIHAG
AGTATNAN qvd (¥F) 5. 7 AT GHG | HIAF 07 ST 2T |

axa fafg (3 saqgr 6. T wifwdt arag g USET | HIAT
faufadiv 1 sz (@) 7. (M) wafawa | fagga $93 sw@qs
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soifagr | sfwg 8 & &) fadt agg wawr wgATw <A ) afeag
oSt @ 939w wwifax g 9. fz 93 fawrar | afesrag agsn
aaq | 7a%T afgwd FifF 7 10, geara Awgr wfq ) sosr
¥ (F) 9313 FY oHT A1 fr QDY 11, fF @7 frgarza s
faa f 2 ssfy agus gfa qar fs 12, a1 g | aIsm oFers-
arar (A1) w1 g arsfg gar fearg o Afzdregr fs mar 13,
Ifaer I qa1 £ g9, gfa gus  Frsfa qg drgfasr afe
14. 371 g9 A1 (3) agafa gufa ¢ @) afa €z 5 () =
¥3 ) afzEr ) fag 15, arsfr ) efaq sT awt fs afs mifc fe)
f qar far g 1 o anfegor 16, gat§anaY ) goew afa 9 (9)
Fqa9 UIAT | AAFFH  UIAT | afqq 17, agr uar | qifzag
IAT | ATA FAT ) AMAF (F) dgAT9 Wk 19, UIAT | A
WIAT | AFTSTIEN 1 315 3T | faamg 19. T aang o fafaq
fasgar srard Q| Iqieat 1 20, @ed feyel qua  9eawy
() Twd  (A) 9@AT F () grew 'Aed 20, fAl & (H) wad
@ dF af () AFr wigradsHgd 22 g8 awaefk ()
grafegreagia: | rAQIFAAY 23, FeX TraTeT (59, ) DFTFAT (7)
A FAFAEAT | 24, AIAIAFT T (T) I N0 GATET N

APPENDIX B—43
The Copper Plate Inscription of Baliraja
Place—Kalaigaun, Mugu.
Date—1322 Sake (1400 A. D).

Source—Surya Mani  Adhikary, Paschima Nepalako
Aitihasik  Anvesana (Kathmandu: C N A S
2043 B.S.), p. 33.

Transcript of the Inscription

). o eafeq 1 Safa snfewa | qa ga daAngEfaa 2.
ags @afe aseq afg afrg ga or sgadige 3. @A
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FARUS srafe faena) qeagy @ eflg g@ @ 4. g FUYT
qoa ot aftuaqe 1 37 afquIT §- 5 ada faaga afga gfaxm
gxfeqd | argagrea- 6. fass qafaar fadaa | ageggusfadamy
7. st mF 93IR GEIA WA gF@ qeF frana 3 qwy o fafy
8. QR AT Y JHAT @I gaAAgrard A fafqd a<r- 9. @ qeqoT
gaag 1 wifg R efqas axt 1 &7 10. Qg fAzfs 0 quasn
srar ArASaSr At mfsarfa 11, w1 37 )

APPENDIX-C
The Thirty-six Taxes of the Khasa Kingdom

The land grant charters of the Khasa Kingdom mention
various kinds of taxes collectively known as chhattisakar (thirty
six taxes). Judicial fines, corporal punishments, forced labour
and obligations were also included in these taxes. The taxes
and their meanings seem to have been as follows :

1. Danda kunda—Collective phraseology for judicial fines

and corporal punishments.

Moda aputali—State had claimed reversion of the property

of those dying without heirs.

3. Mudali—The meaning of muda is head. Probably, mudali
was a kind of tax imposed on women of certain
ethnic group of the Himalayas.

Petali —Punishment for abortion.

Chori—Punishment regarding theft.

Jari—Punishment for elopement.

Kar—Tax on trade.

Kut—A tax levied on agricultural produces. It can be

interpreted as the rent of land.

9. Jiu—This refers to a tax on domesticated animals and fowls.

10. Kudiyo—House tax.

11. Uido or Oido— A tax collected from the villagers for public
welfare works or to help someone who
suffered from natural calamities and other
difficulties.

(&%)

® 2 D LA



12.

14.
15.

16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

21.

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

31.
32.

xli

Jhyafipa

Gufiphya }——Taxes levied on forest produces.

Kadito _
Pakho—Pakho or pakhi is the name of a kind of woolen
blanket. So pdkho seens to have been the tax on the
producers of woolen cloths.

Uhéiro—A tax collected from the villagers for the enter-
tainment of distinguished guest coming from outside the
village.

Mainu } —Taxes consisting of foodgrains for feeding the
Mutho government officials and hermits.

Beth Baulo—Forced and unpaid lahour.

Dubauft or Dubaro—Rakams paid by the people on such
occasions like c/haitt (ceremony celebrated on the 6th day
of a newly born baby), vratavandha (sacred thread investi-
ture ceremony) and marriage of royal family and nobles.
Pithayo or Potalo—Pithdyo or potalo denotes the ¢1ka and
jamara of the Dasaifi and Tihar festivals. As these terms are
mentioned along with the names of taxes. they seem to have
been the rakamse paid by the people on these occasions.
Vandanachar or Dekhani—It was a kind of custom to
show respect to the king.

Chhapardam—A rakam paid by the people to set up tour
camps for the king, nobles and governors.

Rubo—Tax on cotton.

Suto—Tax on cotton thread.

Katak kufid— Compulsory military service.

Seva—It was, probably, a kind of compulsory service to
be rendered by the people to the state.

Dhara —It was also, probably, a kind of forced and unpaid
labour for the construction of water-receptacles.
Ropairo—Forced and unpaid labour to sow paddy crop
on crown-land and the lands of nobles and village head-
men.

Pulo—A tax on grass and grazing lands.

Mauni—Tax on fruits and vegetables.

Chauni—Tax on milk, curd, ghee and honey.
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33. Akasako phal—It was, probably, a tax upon the hunting
of the birds.
34. Patalaki nidh—Tax on mines.

Thus the tax system of the Khasa Kingdom appears to
have been diversified. However, its character was regressive.
Brahmanas had got many Birta lands with the exemption from
all taxes.

APPENDIX—D

Origin of the Family Surnames of the Pahadi Caste
Groups of Nepal

The following nomenclatures show that most of the family
surnames of the Nepalese Pahadl caste groups were derived
from the governmental posts of the Khasa Kingdom and from
the place-names of the Karnali region.

I. The governmental posts of the Khasa Kingdom which are
taken as the family surnames :

Adhikari — The officer of the Dara
Karki — An officer.

Bhandari — Treasurer

Lekhaka — Writer

Mahatara — Village Headman

Rokaya — Associate of the Mahatara
Thapa — Paikela (warrior)

Khadga — Do

Rana — Do

Budha — Do

[. Family surnames derived from the place-names of the
Karnali region :

Districts Village Family Surnames
Jumla Dhita Dhital

. Pandusera Pafide



Jumla

’

9

”

»»
Achham

>

»

>

”

K

”»

’

5

»

’

5

”»

’
Bajhang

s

»s
Bajura

»

bl

Baitadi
Doti

’

»

»

”

’s
Mugu
Rukum

Dailekh

2

Sifja
Chadilagaun
Suvada
Niyapani
Pyakurl
Timilsain
Devakot
Dhungani
Ghimirya
Dhafiku
Vajgaufi
Rima
Svafira
Ghodasain
Pudasain
Dhamali
Darna
Kuika
Chalsa
Regam
Sota
Khiar
Jamakatti
Chhati
Kundi
Gajarai
Dotekhola
Khatyad1
Nirauli
Ojhana
Kanda
Bogatan
Khanaya
Gotam
Sapakot

Lamachhinni

Baiskot

xhii

Sijapati
Chaulagaifi
Subedi
Neupine
Pyakuryal
Timilseena
Devakotd
Dhungana
Ghimire
Dhaakal
Vajglift
Rimal
Svafir
Ghodasaini
Pudasaini
Dhamala
Darnal
Kuikyal
Chalise
Regm1
Sot1
Kharel
Jamarkattel
Chhatyal
Kundyal
Gajuryal
Dotel
Khativada
Niraula
Ojha
Kafidel
Bogat1
Khanal
Gotame, Gautam
Sapakota
Lamichhane
Banskota



xhv

Dailekh

29
13 )
s
"y
”
b4
b A4
29
b4
b 24
2?
23
"
2
bR
”

”»

These are few examples.

Banstol1l
Satala
Luyantt
Vastakot
Chapagaun
Nepa
Riju
Pokhar
Lamsu
Lamji
Daha
Koirah
Davada
Gaihra
Bhirti
Parajul
Katti
Bhusakot

Nirala History Series-2

Baristola
Satyal
Luitel
Vastikot1
Chapagain
Nepal
Rijal
Pokharel
Lamsal
Lamjel
Dhahal
Koirala
Davadi
Gaihre
Bhiirtel
Parajult
Kattel
Bhusal

Hundreds of family surnames

seem to have been derived from the names of the villages of

the Karnali region.

centre of the Pahadi caste groups.
groups were distributed mainly from the Karnali region throu-
ghout the kingdom of Nepal.

The Karnali region was the main cultural
People of the Pahadi caste
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GLOSSARY

(Cover page, front) The Aksobhya Buddha Image,
Padukasthan, Dullu.

An Image of Paikeld (warrior), Padukasthan, Dullu.
Ruins of Kankrevihar, Surkhet.

Ajayamerhat Pafichadevel, Dedeldhura.
Clay-Tablet, Lamagupha, Sinja.

Two Sculptures of Lion, Lamathada, Sinja.

The Pafichadeval of Manma, Kalikot.

. The Constantly Burning Natural Gas Flame,

Sirasthan, Dullu.

The Pabai Khas of Jumla (A Pure Remnant of the
Ancient Khasa People).

The Vinayak Pafichadeval of Achham.

Two Miniature Towers in the ruins of Kankrevihar,
Surkhet.

The Dullu Pillar Inscription (Kiritistambha).
Clay-Tablets, Lamagupha, Sinja.

The Buddha with Taras in the ruins of Kankrevihar,
Surkhet.

The Kuchivihar Stupa, Achham.
The Patharnault of Dullu.
An Image of Paikela (warrior), Padukasthan, Dullu.



Fig
Fig
Fig
Fig
Fig
Fig

Fig
Fig

17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
22,

23.
24.
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The valley of Sinja.
Temples of Bistabade, Jumla.

An Image of Paikela (warrior), Padukasthan, Dullu.
The Stupa of Siridhuska, Jumla.

The Stupa of Michagaun, Jumla.

Flyiug Nymph in the ruins of Kankrevihar,
Surkhet.

Ruins of Kankrevihar, Surkhet.

The Territory of the Khasa Kingdom.



The British & The Brave
A History of the Gurkha Recruitment in the British Indian

Army
Kamal Raj Singh Rathaur

The British and the Brave celebrates the fierce figure of the
illustrous warrior, the Gurkha. Tracing the untrodden
course of military history, Rathaur reveals the fascinating
factors, operations, treaties and intrigues, that shaped the
making of the finest infantryman of the world.

The British and the Brave is a well researched work. It will
be useful to scholars on Nepal as well as Indian military
history.

—Prof. Ramakant
Director, South Asia Studies Centre, Jaipur

Kamal Raj Singh Rathaur is making an attempt to portray
the forces that shaped the recruitment policy towards the
Gurkhas. The attempt is praiseworthy since it is based on
historical evidence.

—Prof. M. S. Jain,
Univ. of Rajasthan, Jaipur

The British and the Brave, first attempt of its kind, shall be a
revelation of sorts on yet another area shrouded in the womb
of history.

—Harsh Rathore in Newsviews

n NIRALA PUBLICATIONS
Jaipur New Delhi
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